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•  Historic 
Little  Bighorn 
Battlefield 

•  Hunting,  Fishing 
and  Camping 
Adventures 

Captivating 
Wildlife  Watching 

Story  Telling 
Museums 

•  Down  Home 
County  Fairs 
&  Fireworks 

•  Exciting  Wagon 
Train  Rides 

•  Traditional 
Indian  Dancing 


Montana  Slate  Library 


3  0864   1006  2546  9      tyTTT 


60  Miles  East  of  Custer  Battlefield  on  Highway  212  - 
the  shortest  route  between  the  Black  Hills  and  Yellowstone  Park! 


Visit  Historic  St.  Labre 
Indian  Mission  &  School 


St.  Labre  Indian  School 
Ashland,  Montana 


A  The  tipi  of  the  Plains  Indians  inspired  the  architecture 
of  the  St.  Labre  Chapel.   The  great  wooden  beam  that 
runs  through  the  ceiling  skyward,  rests  in  the  "smoke  hole" 
opening.   On  either  side  of  this  great  cross  beam  are 
beautiful  stained  glass  windows. 


St.  Labre  Indian  School  made 
a  humble  beginning  in  1884 
with  the  construction  of  a 
log  cabin  school  operated 
by  four  Ursuline  Sisters. 
Today,  St.  Labre  is  res- 
ponsible for  the  welfare 
and  education  of  nearly 
700  Indian  children. 


Visitors  are  welcome! 

Tours  Conducted  8:00  a.m.  to  4:30  p.m. 
Memorial  Day  through  Labor  Day 
For  more  information,  coll  (406)784-2200. 


Cheyenne  Indian  Museum 
and  Ten  Bears  Gallery 

Located  on  the  Mission  grounds,  our 
museum  and  gallery  feature  an  extensive 
collection  of  Indian  artifacts  from  the 
Northern  Cheyenne,  Crow,  Sioux  and 
several  other  tribes. 
Items  for  sale  include: 

'^*-  Handmade  beaded  moccasins 

'^*-  Jewelry,  keychains 

^*  Pocketbooks,  beaded  clothing 

^*  Paintings 

^*  Traditional  Indian  dancing  regalia 

2-*  Hand-painted  eggs 

^^  Pottery 


A  For  the  processional  cross  of  St.  Labre  Church, 
Christ  (the  man  and  savior)  is  represented  by  a 
beautifully  carved  figure  of  the  Cheyenne  dog 
soldier  and  sun  dancer. 


A  This  Cheyenne  love  flute  was  carved  by  Grover  Wolf  Voice. 
AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 


Hardin,  Montana  Presents, . . 


*Ctister*$  Last  Stand*  &  'Heart  of  the  West* 


Now  On 
Video 


Photo:  Craig  Warren 

Enjoy  the  sights  and  excitennent  of 

Southeastern  Montana  from  the 

connfort  of  your  living  roonn.  To  help  Photo:  Craig  warren 

in  planning  your  trip,  write  for  your 

copy  of  "Hardin,  Montana:  In  the  Heart  of  the  American  West."  This 

exciting  13  minute  video  illustrates  the  sights  that  are  waiting  for  you:  from 

the  Little  Bighorn  Battlefield  to  the  splendor  of  70  mile  long  Bighorn 

Canyon.  To  order  your  copy  of  this  exciting  video  fill  out  the  order  blank 

below.  Also  available  is  "Custer's  Last  Stand  Re-Enactment"  where  a  cast 

of  hundreds  re-creates  Custer's  last  battle  with  the  Sioux  and  Cheyenne. 

(Use  the  order  form  below) 

For  Hardin  &  Re-Enactment  Details,  See  pages  81-92 


Photo:  Milt  Wester 


HardiM 


In  The  Heart  Of  The  American  West 


Historic  Hardin  &  Big  Horn  County 

Hotels  &  Accommodations  Campgrounds 

•  Five  motels 

•  Bed  &  Breaicfast 

•  Restaurants 

•  Fort  Custer  9  hole  golf  course 

Hardin  Community  Center 


An  indoor  25-meter  swimming 
pool,  ctiildren's  pool,  sauna,  and 
worl<out  area. 

Kids  World  Playground 

A  distinctive  all-wooden 
playground  designed  by  a 
prominent  builder  who  originated 
the  concept. 


•  5  in  Hardin 

•  Fort  Smith 

•  Other  locations  along 
Bighorn  River 

•  Teepees  Available 

•  5  fishing  accesses  to 
Bighorn  River 

•  Boot  dock  and  marina  at 
Bighorn  Canyon 

Cash  Machine 

ATM  at  First  Interstate  Bonk  in 
Hardin. 


Attractions 

•  Little  Bighorn  Battlefield 
Notional  Monument 
(formerly  Custer  Battlefield) 

•  Custer  National  Cemetery 

•  Rosebud  Battlefield 

•  Chief  Plenty  Coups  State  Park 
•Yellowtail  Dam 

•  Bighorn  Canyon  Notional 
Recreation  Area 

•  Hoyfield  Battlefield 

•  Big  Horn  County  Historical  Museum 

•  Coal  Mine  Tours 

•  Bighorn  River 

•  City  Porks 


I 

Name: 

Address: 


Order  Form 


Please  Specify 

Standard  VCR  Format  G 
Foreign  VCR  Format  n 


Country: 


.Zip:. 


ITEM  ORDERED 
Hardin,  In  the  Heart  of  the  American  West 
Custer's  Last  Stand  Re-Enactment 


U.S.  Currency  Only 
D  Mastercard    n  VISA 


QUANT.            PRICE  AMOUNT 

$10.00        

$20.00        

Shipping  &  Handling  

Total  Amount  Due 


Card  No. 


Expiration  Date 


Make  checks  payable  to:  Hardin  Chamber  of  Commerce 
Mail  to:    Hardin  Chamber  of  Commerce  &  Agriculture;  219  North  Center; 
Hardin,  Montana  59034  U.S.A. 


Shipping  &  Handling 
United  States: 

1st  Video $3.50 

Each  Additional  Video $1 .00 

Foreign  Sales: 

1st  Video $5.00 

Each  Additional  Video $1 .00 

Country  where  video  will  be  shown 

_  Signature 
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Custer  Country,  Inc. 
Rte.  1,  B0XI2O6A 
Hardin,  MT  59034 

)(406)  665-1671 
11 -800-346-1 87€ 


How  to  Use  This  Guide 

Custer  Country,  Inc.  welcomes 
you  to  our  tourism  region  of 
Montana,  comprising  36,500  square 
miles,  having  360  miles  of  interstate 
highway,  950  miles  of  paved  state 
roads  and  who  knows  how  many 
miles  of  country  roads. 

Here  is  how  to  find  your  way 
through  this  tourist  guide.  Major 
travel  arteries  of  the  region  foUow 
along  1-90,  1-94,  and  Highway  212. 
Lots  of  the  fun,  scenery  and  attrac- 
tions highlighted  in  the  guide  are  off 
the  beaten  path,  however. 

Therefore,  we  guide  you  through 
the  region  in  a  serpentine  pattern, 
starting  with  easternmost  Wibaux 
on  1-94  and  ending  with  western- 
most Laurel  on  1-90.  Our  pages  take 
you  from  town  to  town,  telling  you 
about  what  there  is  to  see  and  to  do 
in  each  one. 

Topics  of  general  interest  through- 
out the  region,  maps  and  charts  are 
included  to  help  you  find  out  more 
about  your  special  interests. 


President  John  Trangmoe 
Glendive 


Vice  President  Dixie 
Myhre,  Musselshell 


Cover  Photos;  Re-Enactment  scene, 
Robert  Kelleher;  antelope  and  longhorn 
cattle,  Phil  Bell;  fishing  on  the  Bighorn 
River,  R.  Valentine  Atkinson. 


Custer  Country 

A  Publication  of  the  Custer  Country  Tourism  Region     ^ 


Ui^Ciimvtiinili, 


Alzada 25 

Ashland 59 

Baker 16 

Billings 110 

Broadus 24 

Colstrip 60 

Crow  Agency 69 

Custer 102 

Ekalaka 21 

Forsyth 52 

Fort  Smith 94 

Glendive 28 

Hardin 80 

Huntley  Project 108 


Agates 62 

Agency  Addresses 67 

Art  Centers  (Public) 100 

Bed  &  Breakfast 10 

Beef  Recipes 22 

Bighorn  Canyon 96 

Bighorn  River 92-97 

Boating 93 

Books,  Films,  Videos 99 

Calendar  of  Events 64-66 

Campgrounds 42-43 

Cattle  Drives 8-9,  24,  45,  63,  105 

Chambers  of  Commerce 67 

Cheyenne  Culture 57-59 

Crow  Fair  and  Reservation 69 

Custer's  Last  March 75-76 

Custer's  'Last  Stand' 

Re-enactment 81-85 

Dinosaurs 23,  33 

Disability  Access 39 

Fishing 32,  90-98 

Gambling 51 

Game  Check  Stations 38 

Geology 62 

Golf  Courses 128 

Historic  Trails  Map 74 

Hunting 36-39 

Indian  Trail  to  'Last  Stand' 75 

Lewis  and  Clark  Trail 


.^••'.-  rtowwW-^'- 


Hysham 101 

Ismay  (Joe) 21 

Lame  Deer,  Busby 58 

Laurel 123 

Lavina 103 

Lodge  Grass 69 

Miles  City 46 

Pryor 127 

Richey 30 

Roundup 104 

Ryegate 103 

St.  Xavier 93 

Terry 34 

Wibaux 12 


(Clark's  Return  Route) 77-78 

License  Fees,  Seasons 37 

Little  Bighorn  (Custer)  Battlefield 70 

Makoshika  State  Park 30,  33,  40 

Map  of  Custer  Country 6 

Meadowlark  (State  Bird) 62 

Medicine  Rocks  State  Park  ..17,  23,  40 

Montana  Tourism  Regions 67 

Museums 100 

National  Forest  (Custer) 41 

Nez  Perce  Trail  of  Tears 76 

Over-The-Counter  Licenses 39 

Paddlefish 32,  98 

Pictograph  Cave  State  Park 41 

Plenty  Coups  State  Park/Museum..  127 

Pompeys  Pillar 78, 109 

Ranch  Experiences 63 

Record  Fish 97 

Record  Game  Animals 38 

Residency  Requirements 38 

Rockhounding 62 

Rodeo  Calendar 122 

Snowmobiling,  Skiing 79 

State  Parks 40-41 

Wagon  Trains 63 

Was  There  a  'Last  Stand?' 79 

Watchable  Wildlife  44 

Waterfowl,  Upland  Game  Birds 39 

Wild  Horse  Range 126 


The  Logo  for  Custer  Country,  Inc.  was  designed  by  Donna  Fanyak,  Roundup, 
Montana.  The  double  C's  represent  the  close  bond  of  the  13  counties  and  two  Indian 
Resen/ations  that  make  up  this  special  tourism  region. 

— Custer  Country  Vacation  Guide — 

©  Copyright  1995,  Custer  Country  Montana,  Inc.  All  Rights  Reserved 

Officers;  Executive  Director/Editor  -  Edythe  McCleary;  President  -  John  Trangmoe;  Vice  President  - 

Dixie  Myhre;  Secretary  -  Jan  Gross;  Treasurer  -  Joe  Wilson;  Associate  Editor  -  Gloria  Wester 

Published  at  Hardin,  Montana  by  Custer  Country  Montana,  Inc. 

Route  #1,  Box  1206A,  Hardin,  Montana  59034 

Phone:  (406)  665-1671 

Write  or  phone  for  more  information. 

Produced  in  cooperation  with  Travel  Montana,  Department  of  Commerce. 

Please  note:  The  businesses  and  agencies  listed  here  represent  facilities  in  Custer  Country.  Custer  Country  is  not  a  reg- 
ulatory agency  and,  therefore,  has  no  authority  to  inspect  these  businesses  or  agencies  or  to  require  that  they  meet  cer- 
tain standards  for  inclusion  In  this  publication.  Every  effort  has  tieen  made  to  Insure  the  accuracy  of  these  listings,  but 
changes  sometimes  occur  after  publication.  Alternative  accessible  formats  of  this  document  will  be  provided  upon  request 
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Billings  Plaza 

HOTEL  -S*  TRADE  CENTER 


Exit  446  off  Interstate  90 

5500  Midland  Road 
West  Billings  Interchange 


Before  or  after  your 
travels  to  Yellowstone 
National  Park,  Little 
Bighorn  National 
Monument  and  other 
adventures  out  this 
way,  stay  &  enjoy 
some  real  western 
hospitality  at  the 
Holiday  Inn  Billings! 


1-406-248-7701 


•  Comfortable  rooms 

•  Indoor  pool  &  whirlpool 

•  Health  club  &  sauna 

•  Recipes  Restaurant 
•\^deo  game  room 


•Melody's  Lounge 

and  Casino 
•Free  Parking 
»In-room  satellite 

TV  and  movies 
» Motorhome  hookups 


Custer  Country  Vacation  Guide — 1 995 — Page  3 


■ 


...■■..-j...Aii.,     Mgjk  '^llWgiiiMijiWBWnWWtiii  irtiiilifli  I   I    < , 


V 'nee  you've  seen  it  for 

real,  you  realize  if  s  more 
than  just  a  catchy  phrase. 
Offering  a  glimpse  of  our 
colorful  past  and  looking 
out  to  the  future, 
Tvlontana's  big  sky  is 
nowhere  more  evident 
than  in  Cioster  Country. 


27  Nora-i  27th  Street, 

Downtown  Billings,  MT  59101 

(1-90  Exit  450, 27tli  Street) 


Cs) 


Sheraton  Bllllnqs 

HOTEL 

fciiiiilSheraton 


JL  he  Sheraton  Billings 
welcomes  you  to  our  part 
of  the  West  with  genuine 
spirit,  traditional  hospital- 
ity and  the  finest  cuisine. 
Enjoy  experiencing  the 
real  thing.  Stay  with  vis 
while  you're  in  town...  you 
really  can  see  it  from  here. 

Reservations 

1-800-588-ROOM 

406-252-7400 
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PASSPi 


Begin  your  journey  with  western  lore: 
where  Custer  met  his  fate  and  Crazy 
Horse  prevailed  at  Little  Bighorn 
Battlefield  National  Monument,  just 
an  hour  away. 

Discover  spectacular  scenery  at 
Yellowstone  National  Park,  christened 
by  Rough  Rider  Teddy  Roosevelt.  Take 
in  fishing,  horseback  riding,  hiking, 
biking,  rafting,  and  skiing,  year-round. 

Over  a  century  of  cowboys,  hidians, 
rustlers  and  Custer  still  dominate  the 
galleries,  museums,  mansions  and 
historic  sites  within  Billings.  Enjoy 
unique  western  shopping,  Broadway 
touring  companies,  symphonies  and 
rip-roarin'  events  like  the  nightly  rodeo. 


Write  or  call  for  FREE  information  about 
your  Passport  to  the  Legendary  West: 

BUlings  Area  Chamber  of  Commerce,  CVC 
P.O.  Box  31177,  Dept.  105 
Billings,  Montana  59107 
1-800-735-2635  Ext.  5 


M: 


Passport  to  tiie^^^^^West 
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Restaurant  Casinos 

^Breakfast  4  Lunch  4  Dinner 

Homestyle  food  prepared  with  Care  and 
Served  with  a  Smile! 

®  Spin  the  Lucky  Wheel! 

¥  Poker  &  Keno  Machines 
5<l^  &  250  Games 

♦  Live  Keno  In 
Billings 


BILLINGS 

2  locations 


ir^>OC  &  BDDrS 


15th  &  Broadwater 

259-0887 
1403  Main,  BUlings  Heights 

248-4336 


GLENDIVE 


West  Plaza  Mall 
1515  West  BeU 

365-6782 
*  Serving  Lunch  &  Dinner  Only 


Depending  on 
^    your  bet, 
there  is  a 
chance  to  win 


"More  fun 
than  any 
human  being 
should  be 
allowed  to 
have!** 


Turn  to  page  51  in  this  Guide  for  details  on  Gambling  in  Montana! 
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^DOUBLE  RAFTER 

Cattle  Drives 


•  Join  us  for  the  trip  of  a  lifetime  as  we  trail  cattle  to  and  from 

their  summer  range  high  on  top  of  the  Bighorn  Mountains. 

•  4  day  and  6  day  Cattle  Drives  weekly  July  thru  September. 

•  All  Cattle  Drives  are  done  exactly  as  they  were  100  years  ago. 

•  You  are  not  Just  a  guest,  You  are  one  of  the  Ccrw  Hands! 


"My  only  disappointment  is  that  in  spite  of  all  the  photos  and  video  tape  I  have 
shot,  I  will  never  be  able  to  fully  relate  this  experience  to  my  wife  and  friends." 

Dan  Kristensen,  1993  Guest  Cow  Hand 


DOUBLE  RAFTER  CATTLE  DRIVES 

Krayton  &  Druann  Kerns 
(406)  628-2320  •  1-800-704-9268 


RANCH  HEADQUARTERS 

521  Pass  Creek  Road 
Parkman,  WY  82838 


OFFICE 

419  E.  Main 

Laurel,  MT  59044 


WA 


Wolf  Mountain  Ranch 

P.O.  Box  0543 

Lodge  Grass,  Montana  59050 

406-757-2495 

You  are  invited  to  visit  our  guest  ranch. 


WA 


•  Spectacular  secluded  meadows,  pine  and  aspen  forests. 

•  Exceptionally  furnished  lodge. 

•  Flexible  3-7  day  packages. 

•  8,000  acre  working  ranch. 


•  Horseback  and  mountain  bike  riding  available. 

•  Swimming,  trout  fishing  in  stocked  pond 

•  Easy  drive  to  Big  Horn  River  and  Little  Big 
Horn  Battlefield  National  Monument 
(Custer  Battlefield) 


Excellent  group  discounts. 


Family  Guest  Ranch 
&  Old  West  Adventures 


stake  your  claim  to  the  historic 
West  through  one  of  our  four  tour 
packages.  Explore  some  of  the 
West's  most  exciting  attractions 
and  events.  Sleep  in  teepees  or  in 
our  comfortable  ranch  home,  We 
only  book  a  single  family  per  tour. 
Call  or  write  for  a  free  brochure. 


•E3q)erience 
Ranch  Life 

•Hunt 
Dinosaurs 

•Discover 
Indian  Culture 

•Meet  General 
Custer 


Room  1,  HC  71  Box  7335 

Wibaux,  Montana  59353 

(406)  795-2341 
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-  6th  Annual  - 

Catt£eX>^u«e 

ROUNDUP,  MONTANA 

AUGUST  13-18,   1995 

Gain  hands  on  experience  in: 


•    HORSE  BACK  RIDING    •   SIDE  TRAIL  RIDES   •    CATTLE  DRIVING    • 

•   A  RANCH  RODEO    •    WESTERN  DANCING    • 

•    RIDING  IN  A  COVERED  WAGON   • 


Come  and  Spend  Six  Memorable  Days  With  Us  Malcing  Trades  in  Montana 

_      50  MILES  NORTH  OF  BILLINGS 
~^Vi::j.n    --^        ROUNDUP  CATTLE  DRIVE,  INC. 


P.O.  Box  205 

Roundup,  Montana  59072 

1-800-257-9775  IN  USA  8c  CANADA 

^pOOOOOOcyDOaOOOOQQOOOOCXDO^^  
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Town,  Country  &  Ranch 

from  Bed  &  Breakfasts  to  Working  Ranches 


Family  Guest 

Ranch  & 

Old  West 

Adventures 

Family  Tour  Packages: 

Ranch  Life  •  Dinosaurs 

Indian  Cultures  •  Gen.  Custer 

Sleep  in  teepees  or  our 

comfortable  ranch  home. 

Anvil  Butte  Ranch  Vacations 

Room  1,  HC  71  Box  7335 

Wibaux,  Montana  59353 

(406)  795-2341 


I    1 


BED  &  BREAKFAST 

•  Pleasant  Atmosphere 

•  Families  &  Businesses 
Travelers  Welcome 

•  Airport  Pickup 

•  Open  Year  Round 

Tours  Arranged  of  Lakes,  Rivers 

or  other  Area  Attractions 

Hosts:  Gene  &  Mona  Reichert 

Billings,  Montana 

(406)  252-0733 


m^r;. 
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CliMows 

Lovely  Victorian  with  five 
uniquely  decorated  guest 
rooms.  Delectable  home 
baked  pastries  and  afternoon 
refi-eshments.  Walk  to  shops 
and  restaurants.  Two  story- 
book cottages  with  kitchen 
and  laundry. 

224  South  Piatt 

Red  Lodge,  MT  59068 

(406)  446-3913 


Experience  the  historic  West  -  Montana  style! 
Stay  at  the  many  luxurious,  relaxing,  and  often 
secluded  bed  and  breakfasts  or  thrill  to  the  sights 
and  sounds  of  a  real  working  guest  ranch. 
Whether  your  sights  are  set  on  an  extended  west- 
em  adventure  or  just  a  restful  night's  stay  in  a 
rustic  home,  your  journey  has  led  you  to  the  right 
place. 

Accommodations  in  B&B's  vary  from  modest  to 
luxurious  and  include  a  variety  of  settings  that 
range  from  the  rustic  energy  of  a  working  ranch  to 
the  gracious  wrap-around  porch  of  an  historic  inn. 

The  price  will  vary  with  the  average  being 
between  $50  to  $65  for  double  occupancy  with 
breakfast  being  included. 


It  is  advisable  to  make  reservations  early,  at 
least  three  weeks  in  advance  for  spring  or  fall 
seasons  and  two  to  three  months  for  the  special 
events  during  the  summer. 

Breakfast  is  one  of  the  highpoints  at  a  B&B 
with  a  guarantee  of  generous  servings,  fascinat- 
ing guests  and  conversation,  and  hosts  with  an 
uncanny  knowledge  of  private  fishing  streams, 
gourmet  restaurants  and  the  shortest  routes  to 
everywhere. 

Discuss  your  special  needs  in  advance.  Above 
all,  your  hosts  want  you  to  be  comfortable  and 
enjoy  this  special  part  of  Montana. 


t'. 


^iHe  JosepHine 

'Bed  &  'BTeal(;fast 

Comfortable  •  "Eiejant  'Rooms 
JuCC  gourmet  'Breaf(fasts 


A   Lovely   Historic  home   within 

walking   distance   to    Downtown 

Billings.  Minutes  away  from  airport, 

historic  attractions  &  museums. 

at  514  North  29th  Street 

Billings,  Montana 

1-800-552-5898 

(406)  248-5898 


%endricl<i 
!Hoiise  Inn 

Bed  &  Breakfast 

Tum—of-the-century 

Historic  Boarding  House. 

Now  a  7  Guest  Room 

Bed  &  Breakfast. 

15  min.  to  LittU  Bighorn 

Battlefield.  Near  YelUwtail 

Dam  Recreational  Area  . 

Hosts:  Steve  &  Marcie  Smith 

206  N.  Custer  Ave. 

Hardin,  MT  59034 

For  Reservations  Call: 

(406)  665-3035 


45  Miles  South  of  Billings,  Hwy.  310 

Working  Cattle  Ranch 

Roping,  Riding  Lessons 
Trail  Rides,  Bar  B  Ques 
Hiking,  Bird  Watching 

Hosts: 
Lonnie  &  Darlene  Schwend 

R.R.  1  Box  1160 

Bridger,  MT  59014 

(406)  662-3460 


Full  Gourmet 

Breakfast 

♦ 

•  Hot  Tub  •  Gazebo 

•  Svm  Porch 

•  Sitting  Room 

♦ 

113  North  Douglas 

Glendive,  MT  59330 

(406)  365-4505 


"mi 


Annies  Croft 

Bed  and  Breakfast 

30  miles  east  of  Billings,  MT 

5-1/2  miles  north  of  exit  469,  1-90, 

7  miles  south  of  exit  14,  1-94 

Vacation  home  available, 

ranch  setting,  restful, 

quiet,  secluded.  Hike, 

bird  watch,  horseback 

ride. 

Working  ranch 
vacations  available. 

(406)  967-6281 


A£> 


WESTWOOD 
RANCH 

Bed  &  Breakfast 
June  1st  —  September  15th 

•  Beautiful  views  &  landscapes 

•  5  acre  fishing  &  boating  lake 

•  Hot  tub  &  swimming  pool 

•  Bunk  house  cottage  &  deluxe 
teepee  by  lake 

Hosts:  Virginia  &  Chuck 
Westwood 

Lodge  Grass,  Montana 
off  Interstate  90 
(406)  639-2450 


B8lB  Western  Adventure 

A  reservation  and  tour  planning  service 
for  over  75  B&B's  in  the 
Rocky  Mountain  area.  (: 

P.O.  Box  4308C  •  Bozeman,  MT  59772 


MM^^ 


(406)  585-0557 
FAX:  (406)  5852869 
Free  Brochure  •  Directory  -  $5 


•Western  AfyENTURf-) 

^s:^;^^      All  B&B's  are  quality  inspected 


wm 
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« VIDEOS  OF  MONTANA  « 


Reminders  of  the  Old  West 

Co fd  Camp  ^oductions  TUvision  'Presents 
"Made  In  Montana"  Videos 

THE  1994  CROW  FAIR  AND  POW  WOW:  Witness  the  excitement  of  pow- 
wow dancing  and  parades  at  tine  1994  Crow  Fair,  Crow  Agency,  Montana. 
You  will  see  200  to  300  dancers  in  the  arbor  at  the  sanne  time  during  the 
grand  entry.  Enjoy  the  color  and  costumes  of  Native  peoples  along  with  their 
unique  music  &  songs.  60  min.  VHS  -  $24.95. 

TROUT  FISHING  THE  BIGHORN  RIVER  IN  MONTANA:  Trout  fishing  on 
the  Bighom  River  is  a  step  back  in  time  when  this  lake  was  inhabited  by 
Native  Americans  of  the  area.  The  scenic  beauty  in  this  video  will  make  you 
feel  like  you  are  there  fishing  the  trophy  waters  of  the  Bighorn  River  for  that 
trophy  Rainbow  Trout  in  Montana.  60  min.  VHS  -  $24.95 
MONTANA  HIGH  COUNTRY  TRAILS:  The  Great  Outdoors  in  Montana  -  A 
breathtaking  trip  -  Mountains,  Water  Falls,  White  Water,  Deer,  Moose  and 
the  Monarch  Bull  Elk.  58  min.  VHS  -  $19.95. 

CROW  INDIAN  COUNTRY  IN  MONTANA:    Crow  Traditional  Dancing  - 
Little  Bighorn  River  and  Battlefield,  Yellowtail  Dam  -  Bighorn  River.  The 
Mighty  Buffalo  and  Teepees.  60  min.  VHS  -  $19.95. 
MONTANA  HIGH  COUNTRY  TENTS:  Recreation  paradise  -  owning  a  qual- 
ity tent  is  a  new  experience  for  many  people.  Montana  has  many  opportuni- 
ties for  public  use  and  enjoyment  and  we  show  you  tents,  mules,  pack  string, 
wildlife  and  tall  mountains.  30  min.  VHS  -  $14.95. 
AMERICAN  INDIAN  TEEPEES:  Recapture  the  beauty  and  pride  of  a  cone 
shaped  stately  dwelling  that  was  made  to  live  in.  45  min.  VHS-  $19.95. 
WAGON  TRAIN  VIDEO,  1ST  CAV.  DIV./CUSTER  COUNTRY.  This  historic 
three  day  trip  starts  at  General  George  Armstrong  Custer's  camp  along 
"Rosebud  Creek"  and  follows  his  1 876  trail  through  the  Wolf  Mountains  to  the 
site  of  the  "Little  Bighorn  Battlefield".  120  min.  VHS  -  $23.50. 
PACKING  WITH  MULES:  Experience  first  hand  the  old  west  tradition  of 
packing  using  Decker  Saddle  and  panniers.  45  min.  VHS  -$19.95. 
HOW  TO  PUT  UP  A  TEEPEE:  Step  by  step  visual  instmctions,  site  prepa- 
rations, pole  assembly,  canvas  covering.  30  min.  VHS  -$14.95 

•  We  also  sell  a  complete  line  of  Teepees  and  Poles  • 


Orders  Filled  Promptly  as  Received  •  Order  Now!! 

Mail  Orders  to: 

KINNEY'S  SADDLE  SHOP! 

COLD  CAMP  PRODUCTIONS  DIV. 

1407  NO.  CUSTER  AVE. 

HARDIN,  MT  59034-1108 

Phone:  1-800-824-8663   •   FAX:  (406)  665-3623 

Please  include  $3.00  for  shipping  and  handling. 


:Pow  Wow  Dancing  M  Indians  M  Cowboys  M  Teepees 
[Big  Game  SFishing  X Wagon  llrains  XHorses  &  Mules 


Ilk  great  'West  CoCkction, 
'ETqfCoring  a  great  S^merican  Tradition 

THE  WORKING  COWBOY  -  In  Search  of  a  Cowboy  Song,  with  Ian  Tyson 
In  The  Working  Cowboy,  fiis  search)  for  thie  cowboy  song  drives  fiim  to 
many  of  Canada's  great  ranches,  underscoring  the  powerful  link  between 
true  country  living  and  Western  music.  60  min.  VHS  -  $20.00 
THE  LAST  COWBOYS:  Narrated  by  Joseph  Campanella;  Journey  to  the 
ranges  of  southern  Utah  and  northern  Nevada  in  The  Last  Cowboys  and  dis 
cover  the  legend  and  reality  of  the  cowboy.  60  min.  VHS  -  $20.00 
MY  HEROES  HAVE  ALWAYS  BEEN  COWBOYS  -  With  Waylon  Jennings 
Join  Waylon  for  an  old  fashioned  roundup  in  West  Texas  &  discover  what  life 
Is  like  for  real  cowboys.  With  Jennings'  working  cattle  by  day  &  singing 
around  the  campfire  at  night,  this  video  shows  that  an  old  time  cowboy  would 
feel  at  home  on  a  modern  ranch.  60  min.  VHS  -  $20.00 
RANCH  ALBUM  -  Real  cowboys  ...  real  life  ...  a  film  about  the  real  West. 
Nationally  broadcast  on  PBS,  Ranch  Album  celebrates  the  demanding 
world  of  ranching,  season  by  season,  generation  to  generation.  60  min.  VHS 
-  $20.00 

GREAT  RANCHES  OF  THE  WEST  -  With  Michael  Martin  Murphey;  Join 
country  musician  Murphey  on  a  tour  of  four  of  the  largest  family  owned  ranch- 
es in  America,  including  Eaton's,  the  original  "Dude  Ranch";  the  Spanish 
Ranch;  and  the  Parker  Ranch,  a  Hawaiian  Wild  West.  60  min.  VHS  -  $20.00 

generaf  Interest  Videos 

THE  GREAT  INDIAN  WARS-  1840  -  1890;  Exciting  Re-creations  anc 
Authentic  Stills  from  Custer  to  Geronimo  to  Wounded  Knee.  See  and  heat 
the  true  stories  of  the  wars  with  the  Indians.  You'll  learn  that  Sitting  Bull  was 
not  even  at  the  "Little  Big  Horn".  96  min.  VHS  -  $19.95 
RANCHING  -  The  Living  Legacy  of  the  American  West;  Narration  &  music 
written  &  performed  by  Charlie  Daniels.  Ranching  is  a  tribute  to  our  Western 
ranching  way  of  life.  With  the  spectacular  photography  of  Kathleen  Jo  Ryan, 
features  twelve  Westem  States.  Their  thoughtful  collaboration  touches  the 
soul  of  ranching  in  the  American  West.  30  min.  VHS  -  $15.00 
RODEO  BUMPS  AND  BRUISES;  C&ptures  all  of  the  bone-jarring,  bronco 
bustin'  action  you've  ever  wanted  in  one  amazing  bloopers  program!  Hare 
hitting,  hilarious  antics  of  man  &  animal.  30  min.  VHS  -  $15.00 
THE  WEST  REMEMBERED;  Contains  rare  photos,  personal  memoirs  anc 
classic  movie  footage.  Popular  literature,  movies  and  even  art  have  had 
significant  influence  on  how  we  picture  those  fascinating  times.  You'll  see 
how  Americans  pay  tribute  to  this  action-packed  era,  memorabilia  such  as 
The  actual  rifle  used  by  Billy  the  Kid,  &  the  revolver  belonging  to  Frank 
James;  Classic  Western  art  from  masters  such  as  Remington  and  Russell; 
John  Wayne's  wardrobe  &  gear  from  films.  30  min.  VHS  -  $15.00 
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MONTANA  CENTENNIAL  TRAIN  COACH  IN  WIBAUX 

Wibaux  has  one  of  seven  of  these  cars  in  the  state  which  are  designated  as  official  Travel  Host 
Information  Centers  for  the  traveling  public  and  people  interested  in  local  and  area  history. 

The  centennial  name  comes  from  the  observance  of  Montana  becoming  a  Territory  in  1 864.  One  hun- 
dred years  later  in  1964  —  the  State  of  Montana  sent  a  centennial  train  from  Montana  to  New  York  City 
to  the  World's  Fair.  The  cars  were  on  display  at  the  fair  as  a  manner  of  advertising  our  state. 

When  visiting  Eastern  Montana,  plan  a  day  or  two  in 

Historic  Wibaux 

Gateway  to  Montana  on  Interstate  94 

*  Travel  Information  Center 

*  Free  Public  Picnic  Areas 

*  Easy  Access  Restrooms 

*  Easy  Off  &  On  Exits 

*  Historic  Buildings 

*  Free  Museum 

For  Information  Write: 

Wibaux  County  Chamber  of  Commerce 

P.O.  Box  159  ^ 

Wibaux,  Montana  59353 


SPECIAL  OFFER! 


Mention  this  ad  at  the  Centennial  Car  Information  Center  and 

Receive  ONE  (1)  FREE  Montana  Native  Rock 

(petrified  wood,  agate,  fossil,  etc.) 

Bring  your  Custer  Country  Vacation  Guide  to  the  Information  Center  during  open  hours  Memorial  Day  through  Labor  Day. 
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r  Montana  I  'W'     A      7  ^    ■ 

\^  Wibaux 


Welcome 
to  the 

Treasure 
State 


It's  Rodeo-de-rodeo  time  across  Custer  Country  all  summer  long.  Catch  the  action  in  July  and 
August  in  Wibaux. 

Frank  Datta  Photo 


Put  Wibaux  at  the  top  of  your 
travel  itinerary  when  you  trav- 
el to  Montana  from  the  east  on 
Interstate  94. 

This  "Gateway  to  Montana"  commu- 
nity has  a  State  Visitor  Center  with  all 
the  information  you  will  need  to  com- 
plete your  plans  for  a  wonderful  vaca- 
tion in  Montana.  And  as  a  bonus,  you 
will  find  Wibaux  (pronounced  wee-bo) 
to  be  a  friendly,  western  town  with  a 
colorful  history  and  a  charming  com- 
mercial historic  district — a  great  place 
to  set  the  tone  for  the  rest  of  your  trip. 

State  Information  Center 

Wibaux's  State  Visitor  Information 
Center  is  housed  in  a  railroad  car  that 
was  part  of  the  Montana  Centennial 
Train  which  was  on  display  at  the 
World's  Fair  in  New  York  City  in  1964. 
In  addition  to  maps,  travel  brochures 
and  a  friendly  hostess,  the  car  features 
a  free  museum  with  many  early  arti- 
facts and  some  unusual  displays, 
including  a  man's  vertebrae  with  an 
arrowhead  embedded  in  the  bone. 

The  Information  Center  has  visitor 
information  for  most  of  the  state  of 


Montana,  and  visitors  who  mention  the 
ad  on  page  12  will  receive  a  free  native 
Montana  rock  as  a  souvenir. 

Frenchman  Starts  Cattle  Ranch 

The  town  and  county  were  named 
for  Pierre  Wibaux,  a  Frenchman  who 
came  to  the  territory  in  the  late  1800's 
when  he  decided  his  future  did  not  lie 
in  the  textile  industry  operated  by  his 
family.  He  arrived  in  1883  and  began 
securing  property  and  cattle  even 
though  he  had  no  background  in  ranch- 
ing. 

His  herd  of  cattle  at  one  time  num- 
bered 40,000  head,  and  they  grazed  on 
land  he  controlled  in  western  North 
Dakota  and  eastern  Montana. 

Among  his  friends  in  this  era  was 
Teddy  Roosevelt.  The  future  President 
of  the  United  States  was  a  badlands 
rancher  at  this  time.  The  Marquis  de 
Mores,  another  Frenchman,  undertook 
a  grandiose — though  doomed — plan  to 
process  beef  in  western  Dakota. 
Theodore  Roosevelt  National  Park  and 
the  town  of  Medora,  ND,  just  30  miles 
from  Wibaux,  stand  today  as  reminders 
of  the  roles  these  gentlemen  played  in 
history. 


Town  House  Museum  Complex 

Mr.  Wibaux's  "town  house"  has  been 
restored  to  its  original  condition  and 
features  many  antique  household  fur- 
nishings of  the  homestead  days.  It  is 
the  heart  of  a  museum  complex  which 
includes  a  barbershop,  a  livery  stable, 
gardens,  and  a  railroad  caboose.  Free 
tours  of  the  buildings  and  garden  area, 
located  on  east  Orgain  Avenue,  are 
conducted  during  the  summer  months. 
Monument  of  Founder 

Pierre  Wibaux  himself  provided 
funds  for  a  monumental  statue  in  his 
likeness.  It  stands  on  the  west  edge  of 
the  town  and  overlooks  the  land  he 
loved  so  well.  The  statue  faces  the 
direction  of  his  main  ranch,  known  as 
the  W-Bar,  located  northeast  of  town. 
Historic  St.  Peter's  Church 

The  old  St.  Peter's  Catholic  Church,  a 
beautiful  building  faced  with  lava  rock 
and  built  with  funds  donated  by  the 
Wibaux  family,  marks  its  100th  year  in 
1995.  It  is  just  one  of  a  number  of  build- 
ings included  in  a  free,  self-guided 
walking  tour  of  Wibaux's  commercial 
historic  district.  Tour  brochures  may  be 
picked  up  at  the  Information  Center. 
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Art  and  Gardens 

Across  town  on  Beaver  Street,  Pastor 
and  Mrs.  Harry  Heidt  open  their 
Gateway  Gallery  to  visitors  free  of 
charge.  The  gallery  houses  a  private 
collection  of  bronze  sculptures,  Indian 
art,  arrowheads  and  spear  points. 
Outside,  visitors  are  invited  to  enjoy 
flower  gardens  combined  with  native 
rocks. 

Enjoy  local — mostly  handmade — arts 
and  crafts  at  the  Prairie  Creative  Arts 
Association's  gift  shop  in  the  Palace 
Cafe  building  at  the  comer  of  Wibaux 
Street  and  Second  Avenue  South. 
Parks  and  Recreation 

A  new  public  outdoor  swimming 
pool  is  on  west  Nolan  Avenue.  Shade 
trees  and  playground  equipment  are 
adjacent  to  the  pool.  Baseball  games 
between  area  clubs  are  a  popular  sum- 
mer activity  at  the  field  on  east  Second 
Avenue  South. 

Wibaux  has  several  city  parks  where 
visitors  can  enjoy  a  picnic,  take  a  walk, 
or  smell  flower  gardens  courtesy  of  the 
Wibaux  Garden  Club.  The  VFW 
Memorial  Park  near  the  Pierre  Wibaux 


Wibaux's  old  St.  Peter's  Catholic  Church,  cov- 
ered with  native  rocks,  is  listed  on  the 
National  Register  of  Historic  Places. 

Mike  Archdale  Photo 


statue  overlooks  the  Beaver  Valley.  The 
Wibaux  city  park  on  the  main  thor- 
oughfare, Wibaux  Street,  has  shade 
trees,  picnic  tables,  and  new  play- 
ground equipment.  Picnic  tables  are 
also  available  at  a  new  park  across  from 
the  nursing  home  at  the  south  end  of 
town. 

Hunting,  Fishing,  Wildlife 
It  looks  like  just  a  small  stream,  but 
Beaver  Creek,  which  flows  through 
Wibaux,  has  produced  some  big  fish, 
including  waUeye  and  northern  pike  in 
excess  of  10  pounds.  Catfish  and  bull- 
heads also  can  be  caught  in  the  creek, 
while  panfish  and  trout  are  found  in 


Pierre  Wibaux's  former  town  house  is  now  the  heart  of  Wibaux's  museum  complex. 

Wayne  Mumford  Photo 


many  area  farm  ponds.  A  public  pond 
with  picnic  area  is  located  on  the  edge 
of  the  city  limits  on  Highway  7  South. 

A  blend  of  badlands  and  rolling  hUls 
offers  fine  photography  or  hunting  tro- 
phies in  mule  deer,  whitetail  deer  and 
antelope.  Upland  game  birds  also  are 
plentiful  in  some  parts  of  the  county. 
Deer,  wild  turkeys,  beaver  and  a  wide 
variety  of  songbirds  are  frequently 
spotted — sometimes  right  in  town! 
Activities  and  Events 

Farming  and  ranching  are  the  back- 
bone of  Wibaux's  economy,  and  related 
activities,  such  as  team  ropings,  rodeos 
and  county  fairs  are  at  the  heart  of 
Wibaux's  main  annual  events.  You'U  be 
amazed  at  how  youngsters  to  oldsters 
and  everyone  in  between  participates 


in  these  activities.  Come  join  the  fun. 
Events  in  Wibaux  in  1995 

Fourth  of  July  Celebration... July  1-2 

Ice  Cream  Social  at 
Pierre  Wibaux  Museum July  2 

Youth  Rodeo  (to  age  18) July  8 

Wibaux  County  Fair Aug.  25-27 

Horse  Judging,  Exhibits  ...Aug.  25 

Night  Show Aug.  26 

Livestock  Judging Aug.  26 

Rodeo Aug.  26 

Fair  Parade 27 

Demolition  Derby Aug.  27 

Livestock  Sale Aug.  27 

Wibaux  County  Nursing  Home 

20th  Anniversary  Celebration 

Labor  Day  Weekend 

Famous  Annual  Turkey  Tourney 
and  Craft  Show Nov.  24-26 


Wild  turkey  numbers  are  growing  along  Beaver  Creek  near  Wibaux. 


Marlene  Welliever  Photo 
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SHAMRXK  CLUB 

•  STEAK  •  SHRIMP  •  LOBSTER 

•  SANDWICHES  •  MUSIC 
•LOTTERY  TICKETS 

•  POKER  MACHINES  #  *  ♦  T 


the  Fun  Spot  in  Wibaux! 

. . .  Stop  in  and  see  our 
Antique  Bit  &  Spur  Collection 

1-406-795-8250 


Farmland 


WIBAUX  COUNTRY  STORE 


CONVENIENCE  STORE 
•  GAS  •  DIESEL-  BEER 

WIBAUX,  MT  59353 
406  795-2219 


Welcome  to  the 

WIBAUX 

COMMERCIAL 

HISTORIC 

DISTRICT 


Just  say  "Wee  bo" 


PALACE  CAFE 

-FULL  MENU- 

•  Homemade  Soups  and  Pastries 
•  Daily  Specials  • 


125  So.  Wibaux  •  Wibaux,  Montana 
(406)  795-2426 


Tastee 
Hut 

E-Z  off — E-Z  on 
Exit  241  or  242  on  1-94 

Wibaux,  MT  59353  •  (406)  795-2500 

"More  than  just  another 

fast  food  place. " 

Featuring. . . 

•  Good  Food 

•  Reasonable  Prices 

•  Fast,  Courteous  Service 

...and  Serving... 

•  Full  Meals  •  Sandwiches 

•  Soft  Ice  Cream  •  Drinks 
-Take  it  out  or  eat  it  here- 


Step  Sac/^in  time. . . 

Our  building,  listed  on  the  National  Register  of 

Historic  Places,  is  being  restored  to  its 

"Turn  of  the  Century"  atmosphere. 

W  Old  Drug  Store  Items 
*  Medical  &  Dental  Equipment 
W  Paper  &  Sports  Memorabilia 
W  Montana  Books  &  Guides 
"W  Genie's  Kitchen  Confections 
■W  A  Little  of  Everything 

-coming  soon — 

AN  OLD-FASHIONED 

SODA  FOUNTAIN 

We  Montanans 

AhTTIQUES 

ON  MAIN  STREET,  DOWNTOWN  WIBAUX 


WIBAUX 


9{pTtfi^^[meTica's 
finest  Tconomij  Lodging 

•  New  Luxury  Rooms 
•  Budget  Rates  •  Color  Cable  TV 

•  Electric  Heating  &  Cooling 

•  Touch  Tone  Phone 

•  Free  Continental  Breakfast 

1-800-800-8000 
(406)  795-2666  •  FAX  (406)  795-8243 

400  West  2nd  Ave.  N. 

Exit  242  W.  &  242  E. 

P.O.  Box  275  •  Wibaux,  MT  59353 
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Welcome  to  Baker,  Montana 


Enjoy! 


"Put  A  Little  COLOR  In  Your  Idea!" 

MONTANA  SOUVENIR 

T-shirts  &  Caps 

Custom  Screen  Printing 

Box  1154,  5  So.  Main 
Baker,  Montana  59313 

(406)  778-3655 


MONTANA  MOTEL 

RUSSELL  &  BRENDA  STODDARD 


"For  a  Comfortable  Stay 
With  Montana  Hospitality" 
D^  Kitchenettes  are  available 


BAKER 


Ph.  (406)  778-3315 
1-800-884-9147 


Jane's  Home 
Cookin' 

•  Full  Menu 

»  Homemode  Soups  and  Pies 

•  Daily  Specials 

•  Special  Room  for 
Priuate  Parties 

23  South  1st  West 
Baker,  MT  59313 
(406)  778-3647 


Sakelaris' 

Best  Food  You  've 
Ever  Sunk  Your 
Choppers  Into!" 

WEEK  DAYS 
5:30  A.M. -8  P.M. 

SUNDAY 
7:00  A.M. -3  P.M. 
Enjoy  our  Great  Collection  of  Antiques! 
Chris  &  Shirley  Sakelaris 

(406)  778-2202 

Baker,  Montana  59313 


RUSSELL'S 
CLOTHING 

12  West  Montana  Ave. 
Baker,  Montana  59313 

(406)  778-2427 

Baker's  Finest  Clothing  Store 

Serving  the  Area  since  1916 
with  Name  Brand  Merchandise 

Matt  and  Margaret  Helfrich 


"We  lirou^ht  the  world's  largest  steer  home  to  Baker." 
See  this  3,980  Ih.  steer  displayed  at  the  O'Fallon  Museum. 

Soup  &  Sandwich  Specials  Dafly 
•  Sandwich/Salad  Bar  •  Homemade  Pizza 

"The  mostest  of  the  bestest" 
•  Hambuigers  •  Broasted  Chicken 

^      *      ♦      V 

Live  Poker  Nightly 

^  Progressive  Poker  Machines 

^  Keno  Machines 

Baker,  Montana 


Come  to  the 

O^Fallon  Museum 

•  The  Court  House  Complex  •  2nd  Street  East     Baker, 
Montana 


See  Steer  Montana 

Certified  Weight:  3,980  lbs. 

Open  Year  round  9-12,  &  1-5 

(except  Men.  &  Sat.  and  the  month  of  Jan.) 

No  Charge!  778-3265 
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A  Friendly  Town 
On  Montana's  Border 

Enjoy  some  of  the  best  finds 
Montana  has  to  offer  by  includ- 
ing a  trip  off  the  beaten  path — 
but  not  out  of  the  comfort  zone! — to 
Baker.  Turn  south  from  Wibaux  on 
Highway  7.  If  you  are  coming  in  from 
the  east,  travel  on  Highway  12.  Baker, 
the  Friendly  City,  offers  a  relaxed, 
warm  welcome. 

What  is  there  to  do  in  Baker?  You 
name  it!  In  the  summer  take  advantage 
of  fine  outdoor  recreational  facilities.  In 
Baker  you  can  play  golf,  tennis,  soft- 
ball,  or  pitch  horseshoes.  All  of  these 
activities  are  within  walking  distance 
of  each  other. 

Water  Sports 
You  can  swim,  or  go  boating  and 
water  skiing  at  Baker  Lake  and  have  a 
picnic  in  one  of  the  beautiful  city  parks. 
Fishermen  wiU  be  sure  to  have  a  fish 
story  or  two  to  take  home,  after  casting 
a  line  in  Baker  Lake  or  in  nearby 
Sandstone  Reservoir,  where  pUce,  crap- 
pie,  perch  and  waUeye  can  be  caught. 
No  matter  what  sport  you  like,  you'll 
find  it  in  Baker. 

Hunting 

Hunters  often  go  home  with  huge 
trophies  from  the  healthy,  carefully 
managed  wild  game  population  in  the 
FaUon  County  habitat.  You  can  hunt 
deer,  antelope,  pheasants,  wild  turkeys, 
or  rabbits  throughout  the  area.  And 
you'll  always  be  able  to  find  someone 
to  give  you  tips  on  the  best  places  for 
success.  Many  of  the  farmers  and 
ranchers  are  glad  to  give  permission 
when  you  ask.  (Please  be  sure  to  ask!) 
Many  parcels  of  land  around  Baker  are 
part  of  the  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks 
Block  Management  Program  that  is 
designed  to  help  hunters  gain  access  to 
good  hunting  lands.  The  hunting  page 
of  this  guide  explains  the  program  in 
more  detail. 

Winter  Sports 

Winter  sports  are  no  more  limited 
than  the  snow  in  the  Friendly  City. 
There  are  lots  of  wdde  open  spaces  for 
cross  country  skiing  or  snowmobiling. 
Or  go  ice  skating  at  the  Lighted  outdoor 
rink.  Ice  fishing  lures  plenty  of  fisher- 
men to  augered  holes,  and  lots  of  local 
folks  are  willing  to  share  their  "secrets" 
about  how  to  land  the  big  one. 


Medicine  Rocks  State  Park,  located  between  Baker  and  Ekalaka,  offers  an  opportunity  to 
explore  unusual  rock  formations.  There  are  picnic  facilities  at  the  park.  Native  Americans 
gave  the  area  its  name.  Here  they  found  "good  medicine." 

Travel  Montana  Photo 

I  Montana  I        ^^^^  ^^ 

"^  Baker 


County  Museum 

If  you  let  your  mind  wander,  you 
can  imagine  how  the  Indians  lived,  or 
what  hardships  the  first  explorers,  trap- 
pers, or  settlers  must  have  faced.  The 
O'Fallon  Historical  Museum  in  Baker 
will  fiU  in  the  details  that  your  imagi- 
nation may  have  left  out.  Volunteers 
will  give  you  directions  to  one  of  the 
many  teepee  rings  in  the  area,  or  point 
out  to  you  the  wagon  ruts  left  by  some 
of  the  original  wagon  trains  that  came 
through  Montana. 

Recreation  Center 

Here  is  another  secret.  In  the  heart  of 
Baker  is  one  of  the  finest  indoor  recre- 
ation facilities  in  the  state.  You  can 
swim  in  the  indoor  heated  pool,  play 
racquetball  or  wallyball,  or  use  the 
weight  room  at  the  Baker  Recreation 
Center,  adjacent  to  the  high  school.  It's 
open  year-round. 

Fallon  Medical  Complex 

Oh,  and  if  you  over-do  it  a  bit,  health 


care  is  available  at  the  Fallon  Medical 
Complex,  which  includes  a  12-bed  hos- 
pital, and  community  cUnic. 

Oil 

Oil  is  big  business  in  the  Baker  area. 
Productive  wells  can  be  seen  along  the 
highway.  Benefits  of  the  mineral 
wealth  are  evident  in  the  recreation 
complexes  and  community  facilities  in 
the  town,  many  of  which  are  the  result 
of  a  partnership  between  private  enter- 
prise and  government  agencies. 

Nearby  Activities 

There  are  lots  of  relaxing  activities  to 
enjoy  in  and  around  Baker,  too.  Enjoy 
the  local  museum  and  drive  south  to 
see  Medicine  Rocks  State  Park.  (There 
is  more  information  on  this  park  on 
page  40.)  Travel  west  from  town,  and 
you  will  find  a  fine  new  trap  shooting 
and  target  range.  Tournament  season 
for  the  range  is  usually  from  May  to 
October,  but  you  can  use  it  on  your 
own  any  time. 
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Beautiful  Scenery 


Oil  is  big  business  in  the  Baker  area. 
Productive  wells  can  be  seen  along  the  high- 
way. Benefits  of  the  mineral  wealth  are  evident 
in  the  recreation  complexes  and  community 
facilities  in  the  town,  many  of  which  are  the 
result  of  a  partnership  between  private  enter- 
prise and  government  agencies' 

Photo  courtesy  of  Baker  Chamber  of  Commerce 


No  matter  which  direction  you  look 
in  Baker,  you'll  see  stretches  of  scenery 
painted  with  golden  fields  and  sand- 
stone, arched  horizon  to  horizon  with  a 
big  blue  sky  that  is  most  often  piled  full 
of  mile-deep,  pillowy  clouds.  In  fact,  to 
really  get  a  view  of  the  surrounding 
area,  fly  into  Baker.  Because  of  the  oH 
activity  in  the  area,  the  fine  airport 
complex  is  cleared  to  land  most  air- 
craft. Much  of  the  land  is  virtually 
unchanged  from  thousands  of  years 
ago.  WUdlife  is  part  of  the  landscape 


scenes.  You  may  even  see  the  bighorn 
sheep  herd  that  ranges  between  Baker 
and  Miles  City. 

County  Fair 

The  Fallon  County  Fair  is  August  17- 
20.  Carnival  rides,  agricultural  and 
business  exhibits  and  rodeo  are  part  of 
the  fun.  There  is  lots  of  food  to  sample 
and  a  night  show,  featuring  famous 
entertainment. 

Bronco  Days 

Activities  in  Baker  begin  with  the 
Bronco  Days  Rodeo  in  March.  Held 
indoors,  at  a  fine  arena,  the  event  is 
action-packed  with  cowboys  and  cow- 
girls competing  for  points  that  lead  the 
best  on  broncs  to  the  national  level. 

Fourth  of  July 

Baker's  4th  of  July  celebration 
includes  everything  from  beach  volley- 
ball tournaments,  to  pie-eating  con- 
tests, sack  races,  and  horseshoe  pitch- 
ing exhibitions. 

Fall  Festival  and  Street  Dance 

Check  with  the  Baker  Chamber  of 
Commerce  for  the  dates  of  the  Fall 
Festival  and  Street  Dance.  The  event 
includes  exhibits  and  entertainment 
throughout  the  day,  followed  by  a 
dance  on  Baker's  Main  Street,  born  of 
good  old-fashioned  country  music. 

Free  Camping 

Campers  and  RV  travelers  can  park 
free  overnight  at  the  city  RV  park,  com- 
plete with  sewage  disposal  faciHties.  Or 
you  can  pitch  a  tent  for  the  night  at 
Steve  McClain  Memorial  Park,  which 


has  picnic  tables,  bathroom  facilities, 
and  barbecues.  Excellent  motel  accom- 
modations are  available  at  reasonable 
rates,  and  restaurants  please  both 
palate  and  pocketbook. 

Warm  Welcome 
Residents  say,  "Whether  your  inter- 
est is  sports  or  fossil  hunting,  or  you 
just  want  to  strike  up  a  game  of  whist  at 
the  Senior  Citizen's  Center,  you'U  like 


ROY'S  MOTEL 
&  Campground 

For  Reservations  Only 
1-800-552-3321 

"Your  Home 
Away  From  Home" 

•  Hot  Tub 

•  Gift  Shop 

•  HBO  Cable  TV 

•  Direct  Dial  Phones 

•  Touch  Tone  Phones 

♦  Apartments  ♦ 
♦  Campground  ♦ 

P.O.  Box  1163 

Baker,  MT  59313  Owners 

(406)  778-3321       Terry  &  Pat  Hoyt 


SAGEBRUSH  INN 


406-778-3341 

1-800-638-3708 

FAX:  (406)  778-2753 

518  W.MONTANA  AVE. 


Spend  a  night, 

•  Clean,  comfortable  rooms   • 

•  New  Touch-Tone  phones 
with  direct  dialing 

•  Restaurants  adjacent  to 
motel 

•  Laundromat 


not  a  fortune 

Cable  T.V.  and  HBO 
Queen  size  beds 
Ample  truck  parking 
Winter  plug-ins 
Guest  controlled 
heat  and  air  conditioning 


W.  HWY.  12  •  BAKER,  MONTANA 


(D 
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H  AMERICAN 
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To  Wibaux 

6 


WELCOME  TO 

BAKER, 

MONTANA 


Baker  High  School  /  Rec.  Center 
O'Fallon  Historical  Museum 
Fallon  Medical  Complex 
Triangle  Park 
Football  Field 
Horseshoe  Pits 
Highway  7  &  Main  Street 
Ice  Skating 


To  1 111^ 
Bowman 


^^•^^Olympic- 

M  size 

^    Swimming  Pool, 

Three  Racquetball 

Courts  and  Weight 

Lifting  Room 


MONTANA 


Baker  Chamber  of  Commerce 

P.O.  Box  849  =ToEkalaka 

Baker,  MT  59313       #-and  Medicine  Rocks  State  Park 
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When  you  come  to  Baker  be  sure  to  stop  at  the 
O'Fallon  Historical  Museum.  These  ladies  wUl 
greet  you  and  invite  you  to  browse  through 
unique  collections  of  the  past.  See  the  fine 
selection  of  mannequins  in  antique  clothing. 

Gloria  Wester  Photo 


Baker,  Montana,  the  Friendly  City.  Our 
business  people  are  eager  to  serve  you, 
and  our  citizens  are  always  willing  to 
do  their  best  to  make  you  feel  t'home." 

Baker  events  in  1995 

Besides  the  Fallon  County  Fair  on 
August  17-20  in  1995,  the  town  spon- 
sors events,  such  as  a  Health  Fair  in 
March,  and  a  Talent  Show  in  July.  Fall 
events  include  a  Fall  Festival,  Customer 
Appreciation  Day  and  a  Calcutta. 
Winter  is  brightened  by  a  Bull-R-Ama, 
a  Craft  Bazaar,  Santa  Day,  the  Jaycee 
Dinner  for  Senior  Citizens,  and  a 
Community  Concert.  Contact  the  Baker 
Chamber  for  specific  dates  of  these 
events. 


These  businesses  and  individuals 
help  sponsor  ads  in  the  Custer 
Country  Vacation  Guide: 

Herbst  Insurance  Agency 

Bank  of  Baker 

Lakeview  Country  Club 


Bighorn  sheep  can  be  seen  in  the  hills  between 
Baker  and  Miles  City.  Montana's  Block 
Management  hunting  program  helps  hunters 
gain  access  to  the  sheep  habitat. 

Jim  Anderson  Photo 


A  reflection  of  quiet  peace.  This  photo  shows  Baker,  Montana  bordered  by  Baker  Lake.  When  the  sun  comes  up,  it  is  a  popular  spot  for  fishing, 
swimming,  boating,  water  skiing,  and  —  in  winter  —  ice  skating  and  snowmobiling. 

Julie  McLean  Photo 
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The  whole  town  of  Ismay  (Joe),  Montana,  turned  out  at  a  Kansas  City  Chiefs  football  game  to  cheer  for  the  namesake  they  have  adopt- 
ed for  their  community — Joe  Montana.  The  famous  quarterback  for  whom  they  have  renamed  their  town  poses  here  with  his  fans. 


I  Montana  I 

v3 


Ismay  Changes  Its  Name  In 
Recognition  Of  NFL  Quarterback 


In  May  of  1993,  the  town  of  Ismay, 
MT  was  contacted  by  a  radio  sta- 
tion in  Kansas  City,  MO.  The  sta- 
tion had  a  special  request  for  the  town 
to  consider — changing  the  name  of  the 
town  to  Joe,  Montana  for  the  duration 
of  the  football  season. 


The  radio  station  promoters  felt  that 
this  was  a  great  way  to  honor  their 
newly  signed  Kansas  City  Chiefs  quar- 
terback, Joe  Montana,  the  man. 

Jsmay,  population  22,  agreed. 

On  July  3, 1993,  it  was  official. 

Ismay  was  Joe. 

In  celebration,  the  town  organized  a 


ranch  rodeo,  a  parade,  and  a  night 
show  for  July  3.  They  drew  over  2,000 
spectators.  They  hoped  to  raise  a  cou- 
ple thousand  dollars  to  cover  the  annu- 
al operating  costs  of  their  volunteer  fire 
department. 

The  mayor,  who  earns  $4  a  month  for 
his  mayoral  duties,  has  proudly  report- 
ed that  by  February  of  1994,  the  town 
had  netted  nearly  $70,000. 

Ismay  will  hold  Joe  Montana  (or  Joe, 
Montana)  Days  again  in  1995  on  July  1- 
2.  They  will  repeat  the  1993  activities, 
add  a  dance  and  clear  the  streets  for  the 
arrival  of  a  cattle  drive  and  wagon  train 
arriving  in  Joe  in  conjunction  with  the 
celebration. 

Caps,  t-shirts,  and  other  Joe, 
Montana  souvenirs  may  be  purchased 
by  caUing  1-800-HELP  JOE. 

Everyone's  welcome  at  the  1995  cele- 
bration, says  the  mayor,  but  he  advises 
that  lodging  reservations  should  be 
made  in  Miles  City  or  Baker.  Joe  has  no 
hotels,  but  pitched  camps  are  accom- 
modated. 
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Montana  CowBelles  perpetuate  the  art  of 
cooking  chuckwagon  style. 

Robert  Black  Photo 


Taco  Pie 

This  recipe  won  the  annual  Montana  Beef  Cook-Off  competition.  The  culi- 
nary artist  is  Jenny  Redland,  a  ninth  grade  student  at  Hysham  Schools, 
Hysham,  MT. 

1  lb.  Beef  Hamburger  Then  prepare  the  following: 

1/3  cup  chopped  olives  1  package  crescent  rolls 

1/2  cup  water  1  cup  sour  cream 

1  package  taco  mix  2  cups  crushed  corn  chips 
1/3  cup  whole  kernel  corn  1  cup  shredded  cheese 

Brown  the  Beef  Hamburger  and  simmer  the  first  5  ingredients  for  5  minutes 

Put  crescent  rolls  in  9"x9"  pan  for  crust.  Sprinkle  half  of  the  crushed  corn 
chips  on  crust.  Put  Beef  Hamburger  mixture  on  top.  Next,  spread  sour 
cream  over  mixture  and  sprinkle  cheese  on  top.  Arrange  other  half  of  corn 
chips  over  top.  Bake  at  375  degrees  25-35  minutes.  Other  possible  ingredi- 
ents: chili  powder,  green  peppers  or  salsa. 

Hamburger  Sausage  Logs 

This  recipe  was  prepared  in  front  of  television  cameras  by  Luella  Fox  of 

Hardin,  MT.  The  segment  was  aired  on  the  program.  The  Big  Sky  Journal, 

produced  by  King  Videocable  of  California. 

4  1/2  lbs.  Beef  Hamburger  2  tsp.  garlic  salt 

1/4  cup  Tender  Quick  2  tbsp.  Liquid  Smoke 

2  tsp.  crushed  peppercorns 

First  Day:  Mix  Beef  Hamburger  and  Tender  Quick. 
Put  mixture  in  refrigerator 

Second  Day:  Mix  remaining  ingredients  into  Beef 
Hamburger  mixture  and  roll  into  rolls  2  1/2  inches  in 
diameter.  Bake  on  broiler  pan  at  200  degrees  F.  for  4 
hours,  turning  to  new  position  every  hour. 
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A  CowBelle 
Welcome 

"CowBelles"  and  "Cattlewomen" 
organizations  promote  the  use  of  beef 
products  by  fostering  understanding  of 
the  nutritional  value  of  beef,  by  provid- 
ing good  up-to-date  recipes,  and  by 
supporting  projects  and  activities  of 
local  4-H  Clubs. 

For  free  recipes,  write  to  Big  Horn 
County  CowBelles,  Ethel  Herbel,  Route 
#1,  Box  1074,  Hardin,  MT  59034. 

Beef 

A  taste  that  brings  to  mind  the  Old  Wild 

West, 

Where  children  were  raised  to  always  do 

their  best. 

To  tell  right  from  wrong,  stand  firm  in 

their  beliefs. 

And  they  grew  up  strong  and 

healthy... eating  American  Beef. 

Nature's  source  of  iron  and  protein, 

through  and  through. 

Easily  digestible,  and  quite  delicious,  too. 

It's  versatile  and  wholesome,  but  just  to 

keep  it  brief. 

It's  natural  nutrition.. .that  great 

American  Beef! 

Gina  Stevens 

Spear-O  Ranch 

Busby,  Montana 


There  is  an  art  to  cooking  pitchfork  fondue 
style!  The  hot,  tender  steaks  are  a  favorite  at 
cookouts  throughout  the  West! 

Milt  Wester  Photo 


I  Montana  I 

Dinosaur 
Country 


Carter  County  Offers  A 
Glimpse  Into  Pre-History 


Ekalaka 

Ekalaka  is  the  county  seat  of  Carter 
County,  population  637. 

Though  small,  the  community  meets 
the  needs  of  the  traveler  with  two 
motels,  several  restaurants,  grocery 
stores,  service  stations,  a  collection  of 
Main  Street  businesses,  and  a  town 
swimming  pool. 

Entertainment  is  simple  here.  There 
is  no  pressure  to  rush  through  freeways 
to  huge  stadiums.  No  need  to  bring 
your  tux.  And  you  won't  need  to  tip  the 
maitre  de  for  the  best  table. 

There's  lots  of  room,  lots  of  time,  and 
lots  of  space.  Entertainment  comes  in 
measures  of  peace  and  quiet. 

Days  of  '85  Fair  and  Rodeo 

Not  that  Ekalakans  don't  know  how 
to  have  a  good  time  and  whoop  it  up, 
occasionally... in  between  the  hard  days 
of  work  that  good  farming,  ranching 
and  related  businesses  require. 

The  Carter  County  Days  of  '85  (1885) 
Fair  and  Rodeo  Aug.  11-13  is  highUght- 
ed  by  horse  shows,  rodeos,  fair  exhibits 
and  a  parade  plus  an  evening  dance. 
The  District  7  Fiddlers  traditionally 
compete  on  Sunday  afternoon. 

During  the  school  year  visitors  are 
invited  to  enjoy  sports  contests  and 
musical  presentations  at  Carter  County 
High  School  in  Ekalaka. 

Meadowlark  Welcomes  Spring 

The  Meadowlark  Club  of  Ekalaka 
celebrates  the  arrival  of  the  state  bird, 
the  mountain  meadowlark,  udth  spring 
activities.  In  the  fall,  there  is  a  farewell 
to  the  meadowlark  event. 

Essential  Services 

The  airport,  located  on  the  east  edge 


Located  on  Ekalaka's  Main  Street,  the  Carter  County  Museum  houses  fossil  remains  of  dinosaurs 
that  roamed  the  country  65  million  years  ago.  The  most  complete  skeleton  is  this  Anatosaurus,  or 
duck-billed  dinosaur.  Other  museum  displays  include  artifacts  used  by  area  residents.  The  muse- 
um is  open  1-4  p.m.  Tuesday  through  Sunday. 

Gloria  Wester  Photo 


of  Ekalaka,  offers  aerial  travelers  a 
3,500  ft.  lighted,  paved  runway,  tie 
downs  and  hangars. 

The  Dahl  Memorial  Clinic,  Hospital, 
Pharmacy,  and  Nursing  Home  pro- 
vides medical  and  pharmaceutical  ser- 
vices to  residents  and  guests  to  the 
community. 

Hammond,  Boyes 

Heading  west  from  Alzada  on  U.S. 
Highway  212  will  take  the  traveler  to 
the  communities  of  Hammond  and 
Boyes.  The  Old  West  Trading  Post  in 
Boyes  combines  a  service  station,  store 
and  museum-quality  display  of 
restored  covered  wagons,  ranch  wag- 
ons, saddles  and  artifacts  collected  over 
the  last  20  years  by  proprietor  "Slug" 
Mills. 

Hunting  and  Fishing 

Though  sheep  and  cattle  production 
are  the  primary  industries  of  Carter 
County,  the  area  produces  mule  deer, 
whitetail  deer,  pronghorn  antelope, 
grouse,  sage  hens,  pheasants,  trout, 
bass  and  bluegill.  WildUfe  production 
in  Carter  County  has  long  enticed 
sportsmen  to  the  southeastern  comer  of 
the  state. 

1995  in  Carter  County 
Fireworks  Display  at  Belltower; 

15  miles  south  of  Ekalaka July  4 

Carter  County  Wagon  Train 

(406)  775-6273 July  2-3-4 

Days  of  '85  Fair,  Rodeo,  Working  Dog 
Show,  and  Parade August  11-12-13 


Custer  National  Forest 

Chalk  Buttes,  Long  Pines,  and 
Ekalaka  Hills  near  Ekalaka,  are  Custer 
National  Forest  lands  that  provide 
excellent  hunting  for  mule  deer,  white- 
tail  deer,  and  wild  turkeys.  The  Long 
Pines  is  noted  for  the  Capitol  Rock 
National  Natural  Landmark.  This  area 
also  is  known  for  having  a  very  high 
density  of  nesting  raptors. 


Wind  and  water  began  to  sculpt  this  forma- 
tion at  Medicine  Rocks  State  Park  near 
Ekalaka  at  the  time  dinosaurs  ruled  the 
earth. 

Donna  Delp  Photo 
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Hitch  your  vacation  to  adventure! 

DO  IT  LIKE  YOUR 
ANCESTORS  DID  IT! 

Take  a  scenic,  historic  journey  via  horse  [ 
and  wagon,  trailing  cattle  through  vast, 
natural  lands.  Enjoy  a  western  event  and 
county  fair  at  the  end  of  the  trail. 

•  You'll  get  to  do  chores,  care  for  the  gentle 
horses,  &  trail  cattle. 

•  You'll  sleep  in  tents  or  under  the  stars 

^v'^   ,„.,,,     ,      .     .    ,  .      ,  WAGONS  ROLL:    August  6-11, 1995 

•You  11  be  fed  plenty  of  wholesome  chuck-  .    °    ^  n  io  mnr 

,     ^       ■'  August  13-18, 1995 

^  Deposit  required — one-third  down 

•You  U  shower  at  camp— just  a  httle  pam-    por  more  information,  call  the  professionals: 
pering.  Tracy  Fruit  (406)  436-2350 

DeUa  Greslin  1  (800)  982-0710 
Jeanne  Portwine  (406)  436-2404 


Poi^4^r  River 
WagonsTrains 
&  CattleOrives 


Box  676 

Broadfis 

Monbma,  5^17 


Montana  Ranch  Tours  &  Cattle  Drives 

P.O.  Box  128      •      Boyes,  MT  59316 
Ranch  Action  and  Adventure  in  Powder  River  County 


if  Gentle  Horses  "A"  Top  Quality  Wranglers 

if  Restored  Wagons  if  Scenic  Views 

if  Authentic  Corrals  if  Cowboy  Teepee  Tents 

if  Nightly  Cowboy  Entertainment 

if  Dancing  to  Western  Music  if  Campfires 

if  Excellent  Meals  "k  Gather  &  Brand  Cattle 

■k  Showers  &  Restroom  Facilities 

if  Learn  To  Rope  "k  Trail  Cattle 


1995  Vacation  Dates  For  Information  or  Reservations, 

May  20  -  25                                  Sept.  9  -  14       ri     -ui    r      o        ->  rk      »/      »•  Please  contact 

June  10  -  15  (Adults  only)          Oct.  7  -  12       ^'^'^''^'^  ^O""  ^  Or  3  Day  Vacations       ,3^,^  (si^g)  ^i,,^  (40^)  427-5317 

July  8 -13 FAX:  (406)  427-5313  1-800-492-8835 


ii 


Free"  Wildlife  Museum 


Powder  River 
Taxidermy  &  Co 


if  Mounts  &  Horns  for  Sale 

*  Montana  Souvenirs 

*  Black  Hills  Gold 

if;  Montana  Sapphires 

*  Hunting  Supplies 
if  Fishing  Tackle 

if  Local  Artwork 


*   Unique  Gifts 
if   Over  115  North  American 
Specimens  on  Display 


Open  9-5  Mon.  -  Sat. 

Extended  Summer  Hours 

Open  Sundays  During  Summer  & 

Hunting  Season 


Hwy212 

Box  678CC 

Broadus,  MT  59317 

(406)  436-2538 
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V^  Htghway  212  Gateway 


Broadus... 

'Powder  River^ 

Let  'er  Buck!' 


Broadus,   Montana,   "Gateway 
and  Crossroads"  of 

Southeastern  Montana,  is  locat- 
ed just  west  of  the  famous  Powder 
River,  which  was  heard  of  world-wide 
from  the  American  soldiers'  yell  of 
"Powder  River,  Let  'er  Buck."  The 
Powder  River  has  been  described  as  "a 
mile  wide  and  an  inch  deep,  too  wet  to 
plow  and  too  thick  to  drink." 

County  Historical  Museum 

The  Powder  River  Historical 
Museum  in  Broadus  is  an  attraction 
that  will  interest  the  whole  family,  as 
well  as  history  buffs.  Ladies  wearing 
Centennial  dress  can  sometimes  be 
found  greeting  visitors  at  the  museum 
during  the  summer.  Of  special  interest 
is  the  buggy  used  by  Colonel  Biddle  at 
least  100  years  ago  and  designed  to 
ford  the  deeper  streams  in  the  area. 
Among  other  things,  you'll  see  antique 
cars  and  a  wonderful  collection  of  pio- 
neer pictures.  Housed  behind  the 
museum  itself  is  the  original  county 
jail,  reminiscent  of  outlaws  and 
rustlers.  The  jail  was  used  for  60  years 
before  being  replaced.  There  is  no 
charge  for  enjoying  this  view  of  the 
past. 

The  museum  also  houses  one  of  the 
nation's  greatest  collections  of  sea 
shells,  minerals  and  Indian  artifacts. 
This  private  collection,  known  as  Mac's 
Museum,  was  put  together  by  local  pio- 
neer, Mac  McCurdy. 

Activities 

Powder  River  Taxidermy  &  Co.  fea- 
tures a  large  unique  collection  of 
wdldlife  mounts.  Taxidermy  work  is 
done  on  location  and  may  be  observed 
in  progress. 

Broadus  challenges  golfers  to  enjoy 
the  9-hole  grass  greens  golf  course.  It 
offers  a  putting  green,  driving  range, 
rental  carts  and  clubs.  Or  enjoy  the 
view  of  the  course  from  the  clubhouse. 


Southeastern  Montana  shows  bowhunters  scenes  some  folks  only  see  in  their  dreams.  If,  on 
a  day  afield,  trophies  are  few,  a  Montana  sunset  is  reward  enough. 

Powder  River  Outfitters  Photo 


Take  time  to  stretch  your  legs  and  let 
the  kids  run.  The  city  park  on  the  edge 
of  town  has  shade,  picnic  tables,  play- 
ground equipment,  and  lighted  tennis 
courts.  A  huge  divided  gazebo  pro- 
vides weather  protection  for  picnics. 
Join  the  Cattle  Drive 

You'll  be  able  to  say,  "1  did  it  all!" 
when  you  join  the  Powder  River 
Wagon  Train  and  Cattle  Drive,  August 
6-11  or  13-18,  1995.  You  will  have  a 


horse  of  your  own  to  ride  and  care  for, 
or  you  can  join  the  train  by  claiming  a 
seat  on  a  wagon.  You  can  stand  beside 
seasoned  cowboys  and  cowgirls  and 
lend  a  hand  pitching  camp,  bedding 
down  the  herd  for  the  night,  and  get- 
ting the  wagons  rolUng  in  the  morning. 
You'U  learn  to  trail  cattle  on  a  real- 
life  cattle  drive  experience.  You'll  work 
up  an  appetite  for  cowboy  coffee,  eggs 
and  hotcakes  at  the  chuck  wagon.  And 
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Tales  of  the  trails  are  told  and  retold  by  the  lucky  people  who  sign  up  for  cattle  drive  adventures.  Broadus  will  host  the  drives  August  6-11 
and  13-18  in  1995. 

E.M.  Howard  Photo 


nothing  beats  the  thick  steaks,  baked 
beans  and  hot  biscuits  served  up  in  the 
wide  open  spaces.  Evening  campfires 
are  for  singing,  spinning  yams,  and 
making  friends.  To  join  up,  dial  these 
area  code  (406)  phone  numbers:  427- 
5317,  427-5343,  or  436-2350. 

1995  Events  in  Broadus 

May:  Ranch  Tours 20-25 

Baxter  Black  Speech 30 

June:  Ranch  Tours  (Adults  Only). 10-15 
Powder  River  Congregational  Church 

75th  Anniversary 11 

Guitar,  Fiddle,  Banjo  Jamboree  & 

Picnic,  Cottonwood  Park 18 

Little  Levi  Rodeo 24 

(No  Contestants  over  12) 
July:  Freedom  Fun  Runs 4 


Ranch  Rodeo 4 

Ranch  Tours 8-13 

August:  Black  Powder  Shoot 5-6 

Crazy  Days 6 

Cattle  Drive 6-11  and  13-18 

Powder  River  County  Fair 17-19 

September:  Quarterhorse  Fertility 

and  Horse  Sale 3 

Ranch  Tours 9-14 

Hog  Heaven  Days,  Boyes 30 

October:  Ranch  Tours 7-12 

November:  Country  Store 18 

December:  Christmas  Stroll 4 

All  Summer 

Roping,  Barrel  Racing  every  Tuesday 
and  Friday  at  Broadus  Fairgrounds. 
Visitors  invited.  Free. 

Softball,  golf,  baseball.  Camping 
spots  are  available  in  Broadus,  too. 


ALDERMAN  OIL 


CONOCO 

Gasoline  •  Diesel  Fuel 

Convenience  Store 

Pop  •  Ice 

♦ 

Open  7  Days  A  Week 

5:30  A.M.-IO  P.M. 

436-2898 

South  End  of  Broadus,  Montana 


Oal<;zuoo(£  Lodge 
(Bed  and  ^rea/cfast 

Located  25  miles  west  of  l^oadus 
Just  3  miles  south  of  Hwy.  212 

New  log  lodge  features: 
4-  3  Clean  Spacious  Rooms 

with  Individual  Baths 
-♦■  Hearty  Homemade  Breakfast 
'♦'  Peaceful,  Quiet  Atmosphere 

Open  All  Seasons 
Lodge  available  for  meetings,  retreats  and  workshops 

Your  Hosts;  Russ  and  Carol  Greenwood 

(406)  427-5474 

South  Pumpkin  Creek  Road,  Broadus,  Montana  59317 


DOONAN  GULCH 
OUTFITTERS 

Russell  Greenwood:  Licensed,  Professional  Guide 
Member  Montana  Outfitters  and  Guides  Association 

We  specialize  in  fully  outfitted  hunts  for: 

Mule  Deer  •  Antelope  •  Whitetail 

Prairie  Dogs  *  Varmints 

Spring  and  Fall  Turkey  *  Upland  Game  Birds 

Write  for  color  brochure  and  Information 

Can  accommodate  hunting  couples 

Family  operated 

We  also  offer  photography,  cross  country  skiing,  snow- 
mobiling,  fossil  and  rock  hounding  trips. 
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Colstrip 


Hardin         _ 

Crow 

^gency 

-  —    ^Busby 
LJWe  Bighorn 
Battlefield 

National  xu-  k 

Monument  f,^^^^^^  ♦K'rby 

Battlefield 


Montana 
Bar  &  Cafe 

Homemade  Rolls  &  Pies 

Salad  Bar 

Breakfast,  Lunch  &  Dinner 

Lunch  &  Dinner  Specials 

Buses  Welcome 

*** 

Mixed  Beverages 

Beer  •  Wine 

Red  Velvet  Dining  Room 


Jean  Sterling 

Broadus,  MT.  59317        (406)  436-2454 


Alzada  and  Broadus  are 
the  Highway  212  gateway 
to  Montana. 


»Belle  Fourche 


Rapid  City 


Mount 
Rushmore 
National 
Monument 


These  businesses  and  individuals 
support  tourism  in  the  Broadus  area  of 
Custer  Country  also: 

David  Gardner,  CPA 

Powder  River  Bank 

Broadus  Insurance  Services,  Inc. 


by  pioneers  who  wanted  to  raise  cattle. 

A  telegraph  line  linked  a  saloon  and 
a  small  general  store  established  in 
1877  to  the  distant  world.  The  town 
was  originally  named  Stoneville  for  the 
1880  postmaster,  Lewis  Stone.  In  1885 
the  name  was  changed  to  Alzada.  It 
was  a  stage  stop  between  Deadwood, 
SD  and  MUes  City,  MT. 

In  Alzada's  early  days,  the  cattle 
rustler  and  the  horse  thief  operated  at 
will,  much  to  the  hardship  and  expense 
of  the  ranchers.  The  most  notorious  and 
boldest  were  the  Exelby  Gang. 
Beginning  their  "operations"  in  1877, 
the  gang  rustled  for  several  years. 
Eventually,  a  series  of  events  including 
rustling,  arrests,  an  attempted  rescue, 
and  exchanges  of  gunfire  culminated  in 
the  "1884  Shootout  at  Stoneville"  and 
the  ultimate  breakup  of  the  Exelby 
Gang. 

The  trip  to  Alzada  is  worth  the  mUes 
along  Highway  212  to  hear  the  details 
of  the  shootout  and  other  historic 
events. 


Powderville 

Powderville,  north  of  Broadus,  was 
originally  known  as  Elkhom  Crossing 
of  the  old  Deadwood  Stage.  Still  visible 
is  the  route  the  wagons  took  in  fording 
the  river  here. 

A  point  of  interest  maintained  by  the 
Powder  River  County  Historical 
Society  is  Boot  Hill  Cemetery,  west  of 
the  present  Powderville  Post  Office, 
which  was  established  in  1872. 
Alzada 

Alzada  is  on  the  banks  of  the  Little 
Missouri  River  in  the  southeastern  cor- 
ner of  Montana. 

The  area  was  settled  in  the  late  1870s 


You    will    see    this    "airplane"    rock   along 
Highway  212  east  of  Broadus. 

Donna  Delp  Photo 


Next  to  Swimming  Pool,  2  Little  League  Softball 
Fields,  and  Golf  Course.  Tourist  &  Rodeo  Information 


CHUCK'S  TASTEE-FREEZ 

Broasted  Chicken  •  Pizza  *  Ice  Cream 

Complete  Menu  •  Espresso  * 

Cappuccino 

Get  LOTTO  Tickets  Here 

Seats  60  •  Buses  Welcome 
West  Side  of  Broadus  •U.S.  212 

Look  for  the  Big  Blue  Roof 

Chuck  and  Rosalie  Millar  436-2818 


C-J  Motel 

West  Side-  on  U.S.  212 

•  D.D.  Phones  •  Cable  TV 

•  Air  Conditioning  •   Kitchenettes 

(406)  436-2671 

Quarterhorse 
Motor  Inn 

Center  of  Town  on  U.S.  212 
D.D.  Phones  •  Cable  TV 

•  Air  Conditioning 

(406)  436-2626 
Most  Credit  Cards  accepted 


COOR 

FARMER'S  COOPERATIVE 
ASSOCIATION 

P.O.  Box  49  •  106  W.  Holt 

Broadus,  Montana  59317 

(406)  436-2666 

Gas  •  Tires  •  Service 

Convenience  Store 

Farm  Store 

'Where  It's  a  Pleasure  to  Serve  You' 
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Glendive  Area  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  Agriculture 

Invites  You  To  Visit  Glendive 
Where  The  Best  Begins 

*  Makoshika  State  Park 

*  Paddlefishing  May  15  -  June  30 

*  Heartland  of  Montana  Moss 
Agate  Territory 

*  Frontier  Gateway  Museum 

*  The  Gallery  (Art  Displays) 

*  Swimming  &  Tennis 

*  9-Hole  Golf  Course 

*  Fine  Dining  &  Fast  Foods 

*  Full  Service  Accommodations 

*  Much,  Much  More! 

Your  Visitor  Center  is  the 


Makoshika  State  Park 


Paddlefish 


Moss  Agate 


Glendive  Area  Chamber  of  Commerce 
and  Agriculture 

P.O.  Box  930  •  200  N.  Merrill 
Glendive,  MT  59330  •  (406)  365-5601 

Stop  at  the  Chamber  and  receive  a  FREE  real  Montana  Moss  Agate. 
History  Book  &  Parchment  Map  of  Area  Available  for  Sale! 


dolimo^e 


rr*l 


222  North  Kendrick  •  Glendive,  MT  59330 

THE  Place  to  Relax  in  Eastern  Montana 

Be  it  a  honeymoon  or  a  business  meeting,  call 

(406)  365-5655 


Eastern  Montana's  Finest 
^  Beautiful  Indoor 

Courtyard  &  Pool  &  Sauna 
^  Recently  Remodeled  Rooms 
^  Electric  Hook-ups 
^  Banquet  Facilities  to  300 
*  Remote  Cable  TV 
^  Suite 


-TVAt 


Holiday 
Lodge 

and  the 
Jordan  Hotel 

The  Best  of 
Two  Worlds! 


MOTOR  HOTEL 

& 
COFFEE  SHOP 

223  N.  Merrill,  Glendive,  MT  59330 

"Meetijou  at  tfk  Jordan"  (Since  1901) 

For  a  quick  cup  of  coffee  in  our 

Coffee  Shop  or  fine  dining  in 

The  Blue  Room 


DJKGEWUNGE&CRSl 

*  Downtown, 

Glendive,  Montana 
Located  at  the  Jordan  Hotel 
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I  Montana  I 

^^  Badlands  City 


Glendive! 


Montana's  City  Near  The 

Badlands  Has  Recreation 

And  Sightseeing  For  Everyone 


A  sign  leading  into  Glendive 
says  "Superhost."  And  the 
people  of  Glendive  make 
sure  it  lives  up  to  the  title.  Now,  a  super 
host  would  have  lots  of  fun  things  to 
do,  lots  of  good  places  to  eat,  and 
would  be  congenial  about  inviting  you 
to  join  in  on  all  the  fun  to  be  had.  Well, 
that's  Glendive. 

In  Glendive  and  throughout  Dawson 
County  you  can  go  fishing.  You  can 
catch  a  rodeo  sometimes.  There  are 
opportunities  for  golfing,  swimming, 
agate  hunting,  boating  and  camping. 

Big  game  hunters  can  bag  deer  and 
antelope,  and  the  area  is  also  known  for 
its  excellent  game  bird  hunting.  For 
fishermen,  the  catch  ranges  from  pre- 
historic paddlefish,  snapping  turtles 
and  catfish,  to  renowned  game  fish 
such  as  walleye. 

The  summer  months  bring  rodeo 
action,  from  local  family  team  roping  to 
college  and  professional  rodeo. 
Glendive  even  boasts  its  own  college 
rodeo  team — the  Cowboys  and 
Cowgirls  at  Dawson  Community 
College  on  the  outskirts  of  Glendive. 

Frontier  Gateway  Museum 

Enjoy  stepping  into  the  past  when 
you  visit  the  Frontier  Gateway 
Museum.  Featured  are  dinosaur  fossUs, 
Indian  artifacts,  farm  machinery,  black- 
smith tools,  and  even  a  suit  of  armor. 
One  of  the  most  popular  exhibits  is 
"Merrill  West,"  a  walkway  of  replicas 
of  businesses  which  hned  Glendive's 
business  district  in  the  late  1800's. 

On  the  museum  grounds  you'll  find 
a  restored  sheep  wagon,  other  wagons 
and  carriages,  a  rural  school  house,  log 


Dr.  Mike  Wheeler  of  Laurel,  MT,  caught  this  84  pound  paddlefish  at  Intake  Recreation  Area 
near  Glendive. 

Linda  Wheeler  Photo 


cabin,  windmUl  pump,   smithy  shop 
and  more. 

The  museum  is  located  off  1-94  Exit 
215,  and  east  on  the  Belle  Prairie 
Frontage  Road,  and  is  open  from  the 
end  of  May  through  mid-September. 
Admission  is  free. 

History  Books  Available 

The  Tree  Branches  Genealogy  Club 
of  Glendive  has  published  the  book, 
"Our  Times,  Our  Lives,"  which  is  a  his- 
tory of  Dawson  County  families  and 
communities.  The  book  contains  more 


than  1,000  pages,  including  a  list  of 
births,  marriages,  lists  of  homestead  fil- 
ings, and  personal  stories  of  over  1,200 
area  families.  It  is  available  at  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  for  $25. 
Eastern  Montana  Veterans'  Home 
An  80-bed  facility  is  under  construc- 
tion and  will  open  for  occupancy  in 
1995. 

An  Invitation  to  Places  and  Fun 
Glendive,  as  a  Superhost  town,  dedi- 
cated to  making  visitors  feel  welcome 
and  to  answering  their  questions  about 
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local  attractions  and  events,  invites  you 
to  see  the  following  sites. 
Makoshika  State  Park:  intriguing, 
rugged  badlands,  located  on  the  out- 
skirts of  Glendive,  encompass  8,123 
acres.  A  $3  day  use  fee  is  charged  at  the 
park.  A  new  visitor  center,  complete 
with  a  triceratops  dinosaur  skeleton 
found  near  Makoshika,  was  dedicated 
in  1994. 

Montana  Moss  Agates:  found  in  creek 
bottoms,  gravel  beds,  and  along  banks 
of  the  Yellowstone  River  running 
through  Glendive.  No  charge. 
Directions  given  at  chamber  or  Holiday 
Lodge. 

Paddlefishing  for  the  prehistoric  non- 
skeletal  fish:  near  Intake,  17  miles 
north  of  Glendive,  average  weight  to 
120  pounds.  Montana  fishing  license 
and  a  special  tag  are  needed. 
Frontier  Gateway  Museum:  antiques 
of  the  early-day  homesteaders  and  cat- 
tlemen of  the  area.  Fossils  and  Indian 
artifacts.  Free. 

The  Gallery:  works  of  artists  from  the 
Glendive  area,  110  West  Towne  Street. 
Free. 

Cottonwood  Country  Club:  fantastic 
nine-hole  course.  Take  Sidney 
Highway  #16  North,  then  turn  at 
Highland  Park  Rd.  and  watch  for  golf 
course  sign.  Visitors  welcome,  urged  to 
caU  (406)  365-8797  for  tee-times. 
Jaycee  West  Park:  tennis  courts,  picnic 
area,  basketball,  horseshoes,  restrooms, 
and  RV  dump  station.  Next  to 
Yellowstone  River  on  Towne  Street. 
Lloyd  Square  Park:  picnic  grounds, 
heated  pool  with  separate  diving  and 
wading  areas,  tennis  courts,  horse- 
shoes, basketball,  restrooms,  play- 
ground area.  In  center  of  city.  Free. 
Self-guided  walking  tour  of  Glendive' s 
Downtown  Historic  District:  many 
buildings  listed  in  National  Register  of 
Historic  places.  Guide  brochures  avail- 
able at  Chamber  of  Commerce,  200  N. 
Merrill,  located  in  the  heart  of  down- 
town Glendive. 

Glendive  Visitors  Guide:  published 
by  local  newspaper,  available  through 
chamber.  Write  Glendive  Chamber, 
Box  930,  Glendive,  MT  59330,  or  pick 
one  up  in  Glendive. 
Glendive  Public  Library:  extensive 
collection  of  Montana  books  and 
authors,  local  histories,  local  newspa- 
pers back  to  1882.  200  S.  Kendrick.  Call 
(406)  365-3633. 

Dawson  Community  College 
Serving  the  educational   needs  of 
eastern  Montana,  Dawson  Community 
College  in  Glendive  is  a  comprehensive 
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two-year  college  offering  education  at 
aU  levels  and  is  a  focal  point  in  the  com- 
munity for  the  arts  and  services  as  well 
as  education. 

Elderhostels 

Thousands  of  senior  citizens  all  over 
the  world  combine  travel  with  educa- 
tional experiences  by  participating  in 
Elderhostels.  Each  June,  Dawson 
Community  College  sponsors  an 
Elderhostel,  which  features  living  in 
college  dormitories,  listening  to  lec- 
tures, and  taking  field  trips,  hikes  and 
going  on  agate  hunting  expeditions. 

Attention,  Rock  Hounds! 

Rock  hounds  will  enjoy  the  area — 
choice  Montana  agates  can  be  found,  as 
well  as  fossil  remains  of  prehistoric 
creatures  and  Indian  artifacts. 

The  Yellowstone  River  in  eastern 
Montana  is  renowned  worldwide  for 
the  quality  and  abundance  of  plume 
and  moss  agates  found  on  its  shores. 

The  Chamber  of  Commerce  has  an 
interesting  display  of  agates  and  will  be 
able  to  supply  you  with  the  names  of 
several  local  agate  dealers  and  retailers. 
Guided  rockhounder  boat  tours  are 
available. 

Lewis  and  Clark  Trail 

In  1804,  the  Lewis  and  Clark 
Expedition  began  from  St.  Louis,  head- 
ing up  the  Missouri  River  and  contin- 
ued on  to  the  west  coast.  Clark  and 
party  stopped  at  various  points  along 
the  Yellowstone  River  to  camp,  make 
canoes  and  record  their  historic  jour- 
ney. The  Lewis  and  Clark  Trail  markers 
point  out  the  route. 

A  sign  marks  a  spot  in  Glendive  near 
where  members  of  the  expedition  made 
dugout  canoes  out  of  cottonwoods. 


Richey 


1995  Events  in  Glendive 
May:  Annual  Buzzard  Day  at 

Makoshika  State  Park 6 

Paddlefish  Season. 

Yellowstone  Intake 

Diversion  Dam,  17  mi. 

N.  of  Glendive May  15-June  30 

June:  Badlands  Drifters  Car  Club's 

Sixth  Annual  Car  Show 23-24 

July:  Independence  Day  Celebration . .  4 

Summer  Festival 21-22 

August:  Dawson  County 

Fair  and  Rodeo 9-13 

Theater  in  the  Park. 

Makoshika  State  Park 18-19 


Richey,  Montana,  north  of  Glendive, 
lies  in  the  center  of  a  productive  area. 
This  is  cattle  and  sheep  country,  with 
wheat,  oats  and  barley  being  the  main 
farm  crops.  A  lively  little  friendly  town, 
Richey  has  a  variety  of  businesses  to 
serve  the  visitor,  a  new  post  office  and 
a  museum  where  you  can  check  out  the 
history  of  the  area. 

The  Richey  Historical  Museum  has 
over  5,000  articles  of  historic  interest, 
including  a  Model  A  maU  car,  a  black- 
smith shop,  pioneer  kitchen,  school  and 
church  memorabilia,  and  newspaper 
files  from  1916  to  1948.  Special  articles 


Located  on  the  southeastern  edge  of 
Glendive  is  Makoshika  State  Park.  The 
name  is  Sioux  and  means  bad  earth  or 
bad  lands.  Makoshika  is  a  special  place 
where  the  evolution  of  the  planet  earth 
and  its  plant  and  animal  life — for  nearly 
80  million  years — can  be  read.  Among  the 
carved  rock  formations  are  the  fossUized 
remains  of  plants  and  animals  from  the 
age  of  reptiles.  Visible  here  is  evidence  of 
the  first  mammals,  the  great  ice  age, 
primitive  tribes,  and  the  Indian  culture. 


of  clothing  on  display  are  wedding 
dresses.  World  War  1  and  II  uniforms, 
and  coats  made  of  buffalo  hide,  horse- 
hide,  raccoon  and  muskrat.  There  are 
washboards  and  wheelchairs,  spinning 
wheels  and  musical  instruments.  Books 
containing  pictures  and  stories  of  local 
pioneers,  veterans  and  churches  are  on 
display. 

Two  fun  events  are  the  Richey  High 
School  Rodeo,  May  14,  1995  and  the 
Annual  Richey  Rodeo,  July  16,  1995. 


WELCOME  TO  GLENDIVE...  "WHERE  THE  BEST  BEGINS" 

♦  One  Stop  Traveler's  Oasis  ♦ 


Trail  Star  Truck  Stop  & 

Trail  Star  II 

Open  24  Hours 

Good  Home  Cooked  Meals 

Gas  •  Diesel  •  LP.  Gas  •  Tires 

Highway  16,  Exit  213 

(406)  365-3901 


Glendive  Public  Library 

200  South  Kendrick 

•  Montana  Books 

•  Local  Histories  &  Authors 

•  Local  Newspapers  Back  to  1882 

(406)  365-3633 


Desiries 


New  &  Nearly  New 
Clothing  &  Accessories 

103  N.  Merrill  •  Glendive,  MT  59330 
(406)  365-8865 


KINGS  INN 


Motel      4  Hot  Tub  &  Pool 

♦  Lounge  Casino     4>  Restaurant 

24  hour  Switchboard 

(406)  365-5636 

I— 94  Exit  215 

1903  North  Merrill  Ave.  •  Glendive,  MT  59330 


White 
Drug 


113  S.  Merrill  Ave.  •  Glendive,  Montana 
(406)  365-5603 


RIVERSIDE  INN 

HC44«HWY16(59330) 
Intersection  1-94  &  Hwy.  16 

(406)  365-2349 

Non-Smoking  Rooms  •  Free  Local  Calls 

•  Cable  TV/HBO  •  Continental  Breaidast 

Direct  Reservations:  1-800-283-4678 


Budget  Motel 

•  2  blocks  Off  City  Center  Exit  215 

if  Competitive  Prices 

if  Air  Conditioned  if  Senior  Rates 

*  Cable  TV  if  Kitchenettes 

if  Pets  Welcome  in  Smoking  Rooms  Only 

(406)  365-8334 
John  &  Joyce  Skartved  1610  N.  Merrill  Ave. 

Owners  — Managers  Glendive,  MT  59330 


//r 


// 


The  Gift  Shop 

at  the 
Jordan  Hotel 

''Made  in  Montana"  Gifts 

Montana  Souvenirs  &  Calendars 

Books  of  Montana  &  the  West 

T-Shirts  •  Sweatshirts  •  Caps 

223  N.  Merrill  •  Glendive,  MT 

(406)  365-9833 


^     Breakfast  |^^^^|    Prime  Rib       ^ 

*  Lunch  Steak  &  Chicken 

*  Dinner  Seafood 

*  POKER  &  KENO 

*  Open  7:00  a.m.  Daily 
Banquet  Facilities  for  100 

*  Downtown  Glendive  209N.MerriU   (406)365-8705 

***•*•******•••••*••*••*•*••**••••••* 


Green  Valley  Campground 

Open  Year  Round 

Quality  Camping  *All  Services 

^rout  Fishing  'Shade  Trees 

Teepee  Rentals  •  Playground 

Exit  21 3  off  1-94  and  MT-1 6 
Then  1/2  mile  North 


Marvin  &  Betty  Tweet 

Owners 


(406)  365-4156 

Box  1396 
Glendive.  MT  59330 


/  Showers  /  Laundry  /  50  Amp  Services  /  Pull  Throughs 
/  Fvu.  Hookups  •  Supplies  /  Cable  TV 

GLENDIVE  CAMPGROUND 

•  flVs  •  Tents  •  Open  Uarch  -  October 

Near  Museum  and  Restaurants 

(406)  365-6721  •  Exit  215  •  Glendive.  MT  59330 


GREAT  FOOD  •  POKER  •  KENO 

1101  West  Towne  •  Glendive,  Montana 

365-6120 


CATTLE  DRIVE 

Authentic 
•  Working  Ranch 
•  Great  Food 

•  Top  Campfire  Entertainment 
An  Adventure  of  a  Lifetime 


^i 


^i 


X  hangin'  H  Ranch 

221  River  Road  Loop 

Glendive,  MT  59330 

(406)  365-5839  •  (406)  388-7506 


Be  Sure  to  Uisit 

Makoshika 

State  Park!! 


DOC  &  CDDVS 

#  Full  Steak  House 

♦  Full  Casino 
♦Poker  &  Keno 
¥  Free  Cash  &  Prizes  Daily 

West  Plaza  Shopping  Center 
Glendive,  Montana   •  (406)  365-6782 
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Prehistoric  Gamefish 


Paddlefish . . . 

The  Yellowstone  Intake 
Diversion  Dam,  17  mUes  north 
of  Glendive,  MT,  has  become 
the  "Paddlefishing  and  Caviar 
Capital."  From  May  15  through  June 
30,  paddlefish  run  in  these  murky,  roily 
v^aters  of  the  Yellow^stone  River.  To 
fish,  besides  your  regular  License,  you 
need  a  paddlefish  tag  (this  is  for  a  Limit 
of  one  fish,  and  costs  $5  for  residents 
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and  $15  for  nonresidents);  and  heavy 
duty  tackle— 6/0  to  10/0  treble  hooks, 
40-80#  test  line,  a  heavy  surf  rod  8-12 
ft.,  a  heavy  duty  salt  water  spinning 
reel  or  star-drag  reel,  and  4-6  oz. 
weights.  Adult  paddlefish  may  weigh 
from  40-100  pounds  and  are  very  good 
to  eat. 

Since  1990,  paddlefish  roe  has  been 
collected  by  the  Glendive  Chamber  of 
Commerce  and  Agriculture.  The  caviar 
is  processed  in  Glendive  and  shipped 
to  caviar  buyers  where  it  finds  its  way 


Miles  City    ^e^" 
Bonny  and  Dick  Milligan  of  Bozeman,  MT 

Photo  by  Dr.  Mike  Wlieeler 


to  exclusive  restaurants  and  cruise  line 
diners.  Proceeds  are  used  for  research 
and  improvement  of  fishing  access  sites 
by  FW&P.  Other  profits  have  benefit- 
ted historical,  cultural  and  recreational 
projects  in  the  Custer  Country  region. 


Digging  crews  carefully  moved  400  yards  of  soil  to  expose  and  remove  tfie  triceratops  skull  and  body  parts  that  were  transported  to  the  Museum 
of  the  Rockies  in  Bozeman,  MT,  for  preservation.  The  skeleton  is  on  display  at  the  new  Makoshika  State  Park  Visitor  Center  in  Glendive. 

Mike  Sullivan  Photo 


By  John  Little 

During  August  of  1990,  the 
Milwaukee  PubUc  Museum 
conducted  a  surface  study  to 
determine  what  caused  the  demise  of 
the  dinosaur  in  the  Hell  Creek  forma- 
tion near  Makoshika  State  Park  in 
Glendive. 

Little  did  those  participating  in  the 
study  know  that  what  they  were  about 
to  uncover  would  set  the  stage  for  a  sig- 
nificant local  event  as  well  as  provide 
an  attraction  that  will  endure  for  years 
to  come. 

One  of  the  Milwaukee  Public 
Museums'  volunteers,  Irv  Ladish,  was 
taking  a  break  and  nearly  sat  on  what 
looked  like,  and  later  proved  to  be,  a 
triceratops  dinosaur's  brow  tine. 
Ladish  immediately  informed  Diane 
Gabriel,    a    paleontologist    with    the 


Milwaukee  Public  Museum,  who  deter- 
mined that  it  was  possibly  the  horn  of  a 
triceratops.  After  flagging  the  spot,  all 
present  proceeded  to  finish  the  day's 
assigned  work  schedule. 

The  next  day,  Gabriel  and  Makoshika 
State  Park  Manager  Mike  Sullivan  pro- 
ceeded to  the  flagged  spot  and  began 
uncovering  the  eye  socket  and  intact 
jawbone  of  a  juvenile  triceratops  with  a 
skull  measuring  five  feet  from  beak  to 
frill.  As  the  year  drew  to  a  close,  the  site 
was  covered  back  up  and  plans  were 
made  to  excavate  the  skull  and  body,  if 
any,  at  a  later  date. 

Through  the  generosity  of  the 
Milwaukee  Museum,  the  skull  was  to 
be  donated  to  the  Montana  Department 
of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks.  The  skull  is 
on  permanent  display  in  the  new 
Makoshika  State  Park  Visitor  Center. 

Since  the  cost  of  the  excavation  was 
estimated  to  be  $40,000,  Gabriel  and 
her  associates  with  the  Milwaukee 
Public  Museum,  in  conjunction  with 
the  Museum  of  the  Rockies  in 
Bozeman,  MT,  raised  funds  and  pro- 
vided volunteer  labor  for  this  noble 
and  lofty  project. 

In  July  1991,  after  twenty  days  of 


work,  which  involved  three  volunteer 
crews  moving  over  400  yards  of  soil, 
the  skull  and  body  parts  were  trans- 
ported to  the  Museum  of  the  Rockies. 

Prior  to  the  dig  and  up  to  the 
dinosaur's  removal,  the  Friends  of 
Makoshika  raised  $3,000  from  sales  of  a 
lithograph  donated  by  Gayla 
Weidenheft  of  Bozeman.  They  also 
applied  for  and  received  an  additional 
$5,000  from  the  Paddlefish  Caviar  pro- 
ject sponsored  by  the  Glendive 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  This  money 
was  submitted  to  the  State  of  Montana 
and,  with  matching  funds,  provided 
the  dollars  necessary  to  begin  funding 
the  preparation  and  restoration  of  a 
magnificent  piece  of  Montana's  past. 

All  told,  an  estimated  $60,000  was 
raised  through  volunteer  and  grant 
efforts  to  provide  visitors  at  Makoshika 
State  Park  with  the  opportunity  to 
share  in  the  uniqueness  of  this  artifact 
and  experience  the  diversity  contained 
within  the  Big  Sky  Country. 

We've  long  known  that  Montana's 
state  parks  preserve  priceless  relics  of 
the  past.  Yet  the  Makoshika  find  proves 
that  we  have  yet  to  discover  all  the  trea- 
sures of  the  parks. 
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Welcome  to  Terry! 


Relax  in  our  Park 
Picnic  or  Swim 

*  Hunt  agates  on  the  near- 
by Yellowstone  River 

*  Enjoy  hunting,  fishing 
and  river  floating 

*  Take  a  drive  on  the 
"Scenic  View"  road 

TERRY,  MONTANA 

Chamber  of  Commerce 
(406)  637-2126 


Prairie  Community 

Medical  Assistance 

Facility  and 

Nursing  Home 

312  South  Adams  •  637-5511 

Prairie  County  Clinic 

409  Bowen*  637-5863 

Working  Together  to 

Bring  Good  Health 

Care  to  Our  Area 


triie  JfistoricaC 
Xempton  dfote( 

•  Accommodations 

•  Beauty  Shop 

•  Antique  Siiop 

and  Located  in 
Friendly  Downtown  Terry 

(406)  637-5543 
Open  24  hours  -  Every  Day 


State  Bank 
of  Terry 

Serving  Montana 
Agriculture 
Since  1906 

Box  6  •  Terry,  MT 


MEMBER    F.D.I.C. 


Rogerson 
Hobby  &  Gift 

Downtown  Terry 

Montana  Moss  Agate 

Rough,  Slabs,  &  Jewelry 

Montana  Souvenirs 

T-Shirts 

Box  375 

Terry,  Montana  59349 

(406)  637-5829 


Scissor  gafon 

Matrix  (products 

<Wof//  cTanning  (^ed 

<Woof  <Wax  ^antf  Qrcam 

Sx 

3 1 0  Wasftington 

637-2126 


Three  natural  bridges  about  10  miles  west  of  Terry,  MT  Charles  E.  Franks  photo 


Varner  &  Dockstader 
Terry  Service  Center 


Complete  Auto  & 
Truck  Repair 

■ 

107  Spring  Street  •  Terry,  MT 
(406)  637-5588 


INTERSTATE  CENEX 
CONVENIENCE  STORE 

A 

Lotto  America  & 
Montana  Lotto  Tickets 

■ 

Tallest  Sign  in 

Eastern  Montana 

T 

Larry  &  Cindy  Bond 

Sometfiing  J^or  'Everyone 


Dan's 
Welding  & 

Repair 

♦ 

For  All  Your  Welding 

&  Auto  Repair 

♦ 

486-5724 

Locally  Owned 

Dan  &  Pam  Lassie 


0 


CENEX 
LAND  O  LAKES 


Downtown  Farmers 
Union  Oil 

•  Auto  Service  •  Batteries 

•  Tires  •  Antifreeze 

•  Propane  •  Gas  •  Diesel 

637-5479 

"Working  to  Serve 

Our  Customers" 


Iverland 
Restaurant 

^  Friendly  Folks 
^  Good  Food 
^  Faunily  Dining 
^  EZ  on.  EZ  off 
Interstate  90 
Chris  &  Glenda  Ueland 


Terry  RV  Oasis 

"A  Great  Place  To  Camp" 
Take  Exit  176  Off  1-94  at  Terry 

•  Clean  •  Quiet 

•  Grassy  •  Shady 

Full  Hook-ups  Available 

Your  Hosts 
ten  &  Carm  Berg 


^N^"^"^ 


County 


f 


P.O.  Box  694 
Terry,  MT  59349 
(406)  637-5520 


^^^         and 
Cameron 
Gallery 


Open 

Memorial 

Day 

through 
Labor  Day 


^, 


o. 


%. 


H/ 


DIAMOND 
MOTEL 

Sparkling  Clean 

•  Comfortable  •  Affordable 

•  Cable  TV 

•  Year  Round  Accommodations 

(406)  637-5407 

Campground  Available 

April  15 -Oct.  15 
Bill  &  Fran  Fleckenstein 


Page  34 — Custer  Country  Vacation  Guide — 1 995 


I  Montana  I 

v3 


Far  Flung  Fame 


Lady  Evelyn  Cameron  used  her  large  format  Graflex  camera  to  record  the  1894  to  1928 
history  of  the  Terry  region.  She  has  captured  her  own  shadow  in  the  right  hand  comer 
of  this  photo. 

Photo  courtesy  of  Prairie  County  Museum 


A  British  lady,  her  naturalist 
husband,  and  her  unwieldy 
5x7  Graflex  camera  moved  to 
Terry,  Montana  in  the  1800's.  "Lady" 
Evelyn  Cameron  took  startlingly  clear 
pictures  of  everything:  cowboys,  sheep- 
herders,  weddings,  river  crossings, 
freight  wagons,  people  working,  bad- 
lands, eagles,  coyotes  and  wolves. 

Through  her  camera  lens  Terry  was 
recorded  for  posterity.  That  posterity 
has  turned  into  national  acclaim  for  the 
area  through  the  work  of  former  Time- 
Life  Books  editor.  Donna  Lucey.  In  the 
late  1970' s,  Lucey  discovered  thou- 
sands of  Cameron's  photo-negatives 
stashed  away  in  the  basement  of 
Cameron's  best  friend's  home.  Lucey 
quickly  realized  she  had  discovered  a 
treasure  trove  of  masterpieces  chroni- 
cling the  lives  of  Terry's  early  settlers. 

After  years  of  sorting  the  pho- 
tographs and  studying  Cameron's 
meticulously-kept  diaries,  Lucey  pub- 
lished "Photographing  Montana  1894- 
1928:  The  Life  and  Work  of  Evelyn 
Cameron,"  a  photo-book  that  beautifial- 
ly  depicts  Cameron's  photographic 
genius  and  her  unique  personality. 
National  magazines  and  television  net- 


works carried  stories  on  the  unusual 
frontier  photographer. 

Now,  large,  crisp  copies  of  the  pho- 
tographs that  made  her  famous  are  on 
display  in  Terry  at  the  new  Cameron 
Gallery.  The  collection  is  a  stunning 
portrayal  of  the  everyday  lives  of  east- 
em  Montana  homesteaders.  Free. 

More  of  Cameron's  photos,  as  well  as 
some  of  her  personal  effects,  are  on  dis- 
play at  the  Prairie  County  Museum. 
Agate  Country 

Terry  is  nestled  against  the 
Yellowstone  River  in  the  heart  of  agate 
country,  where  people  come  from  all 
over  the  United  States  to  hunt  along  the 
river,  the  creeks  and  nearby  hills,  gath- 
ering the  translucent  rock  with  the 
rough  skin.  The  agate  can  be  clear, 
spotty,  banded,  almost  black  or  den- 
dritic. Slabbed  with  a  diamond  saw,  the 
rocks  are  mostly  used  for  jewelry,  wind 
chimes,  lamp  shades  and  coffee  tables. 

Petrified  and  agatized  wood  and  col- 
ored jaspers  are  common  in  this  area. 
Hunting  for  these  treasures  can  make  a 
pleasant  day,  but  be  sure  to  ask  permis- 
sion from  the  owner  if  hunting  on  pri- 
vate land. 

The  Yellowstone  River  at  this  point  is 


also  known  as  one  of  the  easy-floating 
rivers,  -wWh  currents  at  4.7  mph,  ideal 
for  the  novice  or  the  pro-floater,  with 
scenery  and  wildlife  abundant.  Enjoy 
hunting  and  fishing  at  their  best  in 
Terry  Country. 

Historic  Sites 

Take  a  short  drive  up  the  "Scenic 
View"  road  northwest  of  Terry  to  see 
the  famed  "Badlands."  Terry  country  is 
also  rich  in  history.  Travel  to  the  famed 
base  camp  area  of  the  Custer 
Expedition  and  visit  the  graves  of  sol- 
diers who  died  from  wounds  received 
in  the  Battle  of  the  Little  Bighorn  and 
where  the  Far  West  steamboat  docked. 
Thirty-five  miles  north  of  Terry  is  the 
location  of  the  battle  of  General  Miles 
and  Sitting  Bull. 

Nostalgia 

When  is  the  last  time  you  drove 
through  the  ticket  window,  put  the 
speaker  in  your  car  window  and  leaned 
back  to  watch  a  movie?  You  can  still 
enjoy  popcorn  under  the  stars  at  an 
outdoor  theater  in  Terry.  It  is  one  of  the 
last  of  its  kind  in  the  country. 
Services 

Terry  offers  a  hospital,  airport, 
churches,  rifle  range,  outdoor  theater, 
museum,  historic  hotel,  motel,  camp- 
grounds, tow  service,  locker  plant,  a 
variety  of  stores,  bars  and  cafes,  a 
newspaper,  beauty  salons,  an  agate 
shop,  and  a  helping  hand,  if  needed. 
Museum 

Prairie  County  Museum  is  housed  in 
the  old  State  Bank  of  Terry,  an  antique 
treasure  itself,  with  beautiful  marble 
floors  and  paneling,  fine  woodwork 
and  lovely  glass.  It  is  filled  with  dis- 
plays of  historic  interest:  tools,  appli- 
ances, small  machines,  and  horse  and 
buggy  equipment.  A  dentist  office,  bar- 
ber shop,  butcher  shop,  one-room 
school,  library,  hospital  room,  laundry, 
kitchen,  dining  room  and  bedroom 
date  back  to  the  turn  of  the  century. 
Also  on  display  are  thousands  of  old 
photographs,  including  some  from  the 
famous  Lady  Evelyn  Cameron  collec- 
tion, and  an  extensive  manuscript  file  is 
being  built. 

Museum  members  are  helpful  to 
tourists  and  to  past  residents  searching 
out  historical  sites  and  places  of  inter- 
est. Open  Memorial  Day  through  Labor 
Day,  six  days  a  week  (Wednesday 
through  Monday,  closed  Tuesday). 
1995  Events  in  Terry 

Amateur  Rodeo July  4 

Terry  Yippee  Days, 

3  1/2K  and  5K  runs July  29 

Prairie  Co.  Fair Aug.  18-20 
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Hunting 

The  West's  Great  Heritage 


Custer's  Last  Hunt?  Lt.  Col.  George  Armstrong  Custer  is  pictured  here  with  a  six  point 
bull  elk.  The  wild  game  the  cavalry  encountered  helped  feed  the  troops  as  they  rode  and 
camped  through  the  West.  Custer  wrote  under  this  picture:  "For  my  friend,  J.H.  Beard. ..G. 
Custer." 

Photo  courtesy  of  Little  Bighorn  Battlefield  National  Monument  Archives 


Nearly  three  million  acres  of 
land  in  southeastern 
Montana  have  been  opened 
to  hunting  in  the  past  few  years.  Here's 
how. 

For  big  game  hunters  looking  for  a 
place  to  hunt  deer  and  antelope  on  pri- 
vate lands  in  eastern  Montana,  the 
Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks 
Block  Management  Program  assists  in 
providing  hunters  access  to  private 
land. 

More  than  two  million  acres  of  pri- 
vate land  are  contracted  under  the 
Block  Management  Program  in  Region 
7  of  southeastern  Montana  alone  for 
purposes  of  big  game  hunting.  An 
additional  500,000-plus  acres  of  federal 
lands  adjacent  to  the  block  manage- 
ment areas  also  became  available  for 
hunting 
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There  is  no  charge  to  hunters  to  use 
any  of  the  block  management  units. 
The  program  is  funded  entirely  by 
sportsmen  license  dollars,  and  federal 
matching  dollars. 

A  Block  Management  Bulletin,  pub- 
lished by  the  Region  7  FWP  office  is 
available  to  the  public.  The  bulletin, 
which  is  free  of  charge,  Usts  all  of  the 
block  management  units  in  reference  to 
location,  contact  persons,  hunting 
opportunities,  and  other  information. 
To  request  a  copy  of  the  bulletin,  write 
to:  Regional  Information  Officer,  Dept. 
of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks,  Box  2004, 
Miles  City,  MT  59301  or  call  (406)  232- 
4365. 

To  acquire  maps  and  access  informa- 
tion in  Region  5,  southcentral  Montana, 
write  to:  Regional  Information  Officer, 
2300  Lake  Elmo  Drive,  BilUngs,  MT 
59105,  or  phone  (406)  252-4654.  Phone 


calls  are  welcomed  to  offer  the  most 
current  information. 

"It  is  one  of  the  ways  we  can  help  our 
in-state  and  out-of-state  sportsmen, 
and  it's  good  for  the  landowners,"  says 
Regional  Game  Manager  for  southeast- 
em  Montana,  Neil  Martin. 

The  department  emphasizes  that  the 
Block  Management  Program  has 
gained  in  popularity  in  recent  years. 
They  recommend  that  when  you  get 
your  bulletin,  you  make  your  tele- 
phone contact  with  a  block  manage- 
ment participant  at  an  early  date. 

Bureau  of  Land  Management  lands 
are  also  open  to  hunting.  To  acquire 
maps  of  these  lands,  contact  the  BLM 
offices  at  P.O.  Box  36800,  BiUings,  MT 
59107,  (406)  255-2885;  or  P.O.  Box  940, 
Miles  City,  MT  59301  (406)  232-4331. 

Though  trophy  animals  may  be 
bagged  v^thout  a  guide  and  outfitter, 
many  hunters  enjoy  huge  success, 
thanks  to  the  expertise  of  the  people 
who  make  spotting  game,  especially 
exceptional  game,  their  business.  State 
publications  list  the  licensed  guides 
and  outfitters  throughout  Montana. 
Write  to:  Travel  Montana,  350  Conley 
Lake  Rd.,  Deer  Lodge,  MT  59772,  or  call 
1-800-VisitMT.  Nonresidents  call  toll 
free  1-800-847-4868. 

Hunters  are  also  encouraged  to  write 
the  Billings  and  Miles  City  FW&P 
offices  for  a  complete  booklet  of  current 
Montana  hunting  regulations  and 
appUcations  for  out-of-state  licenses. 
These  are  also  available  at  any  autho- 
rized license  outlet,  including  many 
sporting  goods  stores  and  convenience 
stores. 


Important! 
Ask  First 


Certain  hunting  and  fishing  waters 
on  National  Parks,  Indian  Reservations 
and  National  Wildlife  Refuges  may 
have  special  rules.  Specific  information 
may  be  obtained  from  the  headquarters 
of  the  parks,  reservation  or  refuge 
involved. 

Montanans  insist  on  offering  hospi- 
tality. In  fact,  where  hunting  is  con- 
cerned, IT'S  THE  LAW.  "Permission  to 
Hunt  Big  Game — Montana  law 
requires  that  hunters  must  have  per- 
mission of  the  landowner,  lessee  or 
their  agent  before  hunting  on  private 
property,  regardless  of  whether  the 
land  is  posted  or  not." 


License  Fees  &  Seasons 


Listed  here  are  the  license  fees  for  hunting  and  fishing  in 
Montana  in  1995. 

License  Name  March  1, 1995 

Resident: 

Conservation $4 

Antelope $11 

Bighorn  Sheep  $75 

Bird $6 

Black  Bear $15 

Bow  and  Arrow $8 

Elk $16 

Deer  A $13 

Deer  B $8 

Fishing $13 

Moose $78 

Mountain  Goat $78 

Mountain  Lion $15 

Mountain  Lion  Trophy $50 

Paddlefish $5 

Sportsman $64 

Turkey $5 

Upland  Game  Bird $6 

Waterfowl $5 

Nonresident 

Conservation $5 

Antelope $153 

Antelope  B $35 

Bighorn  Sheep $478 

Bird $55 

Black  Bear $120 

Bow  and  Arrow $8 

Deer  Combo $245 

Deer  Combo,  Outfitter $250 

Deer  Combo,  Landowner $250 

Deer  B $53 

Elk  Combo $475 

Elk  Combo,  Outfitter $485 

Fish,  2  day $10 

Fish,  season $45 

Moose $478 

Mountain  Goat $478 

Mountain  Lion $320 

Paddlefish $15 

Sheep $478 

Turkey $13 

Upland  Game  Bird $55 

Waterfowl $5 

Youth  and  Bowhunter  Education  Required 

All  Ucenses  are  non-refundable  and  non-transferable.  All 
hunters  ages  12-17  years  must  show  proof  of  completing  a 
hunter  education  program  before  purchasing  any  hunting 
Ucense.  AU  bowhunters  ages  12-17  years  must  show  proof  of 
completing  a  course  from  the  National  Bowhunter 
Education  Program.  Adults  (18  or  older,  first-time) 
bowhunters  must  show  proof  of  an  NBEP  Bowhunter 
Education  Certificate  or  present  any  prior  year's  bowhunt- 
ing/ archery  stamp,  tag,  permit  or  license  from  any  state  or 
province  to  purchase  a  Montana  bow  and  arrow  license. 


1995  Big  Game  Seasons 

Backcountry  deer/elk Sept.  15-Nov.  26 

General  Deer/elk  (gun) Oct.  22-Nov.  26 

Antelope  (gun) Oct.  8-Nov.  5 

Moose Sept.  15-Nov.  26 

Goat Sept.  1-Nov.  26 

Bighorn  Sheep Sept.  1-Nov.  26 

Deer /elk  archery Sept.  2-Oct.  15 

Antelope  archery Sept.  2-Oct.  7 

Black  bear  (Spring) April  15-May  31 

Black  bear  (Fall) Sept.  15-Nov.  26 

Lion  (hunt) Dec.  1, 1995-Feb.  15, 1996 

Upland  Game  Bird  and  Falconry  Seasons,  1995 

Sage  Grouse Sept.  1-Dec.  15 

Sharp-tailed  Grouse Sept.  1-Dec.  15 

Mountain  Grouse Sept.  1-Dec.  15 

Mourning  Doves Sept.  1-Oct.  30 

Common  (Wilson's)  Snipe Sept.  1-Dec.  16 

Sandhill  Crane  (Pacific  Flyway) Sept.  9-10  and 

Sept.  16-17 

Sandhill  Crane  (Central  Flyway) Sept.  23-Nov.  19 

Partridge Sept.  1-Dec.  15 

Ring-Necked  Pheasant Oct.  14-Dec.  15 

Merriam's  WUd  Turkey Sept.  1-Dec.  15 

April  8-May  7 
(Some  areas  by  permit  only.  Check  regulations) 
Falconry  Season: 

Falconry  Upland  Game  Birds 

(except  turkey) Sept.  1-Mar.  31 

Falconry  Mourning  Doves Sept.  1-Oct.  30 

Blue  Means  "State  Lands" 
On  most  ownership  and  access  maps  produced  by 
Montana  agencies,  state  lands — usually  sections  16  and  36— 
are  the  squares  colored  blue.  Use  or  access  of  any  of  these 
lands  requires  a  Recreational  Use  License.  This  license  may 
be  purchased  at  any  FWP  office  or  at  any  license  agent.  The 
cost  is  $5. 


Poacher  Hotline 


Poachers  are  just  about  as  unpopular  in  Montana  as 
locusts  on  ripe  wheat. 

TIP-MONT,  the  Montana  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and 
Parks'  toU-free  "Turn  in  Poachers,  Montana,"  hotline  cele- 
brated its  ninth  anniversary  in  1994.  The  program  is  sports- 
man-financed. The  money  to  fund  it  comes  out  of  the  gener- 
al license  revenue.  And  the  calls  that  come  in  are  primarily 
from  sportsmen  themselves. 

The  Montana  Legislature  passed  the  TIP-MONT  program 
in  1985,  allowing  FW&P  to  set  up  and  operate  the  24-hour 
toll-free  hotline. 

Calls  have  led  to  the  arrest  and  conviction  of  deer,  bear, 
elk,  moose  and  upland  game  bird  poachers.  The  department 
averages  ten  calls  per  week.  Callers  may  remain  anonymous 
and  do  not  have  to  testify  in  court. 

TIP-MONT  calls  have  resulted  in  the  successful  prosecu- 
tion and  fining  of  many  poachers,  and  rewards,  accounting 
for  60  percent  of  the  program's  operating  budget,  have  been 
substantial. 

The  number  is  1-800-TIP-MONT  (1-800-847-6668). 
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Record  Game  Animals 

Trophy  hunters  have  bagged  some  of 
the  biggest  game  ever  taken  in 
Montana  or  in  the  nation  in  the  Custer 
Country  region.  Vem  Delesha  shot  a 
typical  mule  deer  in  1983  that  scored 
205  3/8  in  the  Boone  and  Crockett  Ust- 
ing  near  Miles  City  in  Custer  County. 
The  second  and  third  largest  prong- 
hom  antelope  taken  in  Montana  with 
bow  and  arrow  were  the  1984  prize  of 
Robert  Labert,  who  bagged  his  buck  in 
Yellowstone  County  and  the  1988  prize 
of  Shawn  Wahl,  a  Rosebud  County  tro- 
phy. Labert's  buck  scored  82  6/8,  and 
Wahl's  scored  81  6/8. 

A  complete  book,  "Montana's  Big 
Game  Trophies,"  for  all  species  is  avail- 
able from  the  Montana  Dept.  of  Fish, 
Wildlife  and  Parks,  1420  East  Sbcth 
Ave.,  Helena,  MT  59620.  Send  $3.00. 
The  book  also  details  the  methods  of 
scoring  and  trophy  body  weights. 

Game  Check  Stations 

By  Bill  Pryor 

Montana  law  says  all  hunters  must 
stop  at  game  check  stations.  Hunters 
going  to  the  field  or  hunters  coming 
home,  hunters  who  harvested  an  ani- 
mal, and  those  who  didn't  must  all  stop 
at  check  stations.  There  are  three  kinds 
of  check  stations. 

One  is  a  biological  check  station. 


Trophy  hunters  have 

bagged  some  of  the 

biggest  game  ever  taken 

in  Montana  or  in  the 

nation  in  the  Custer 

Country  region 


Ryan  Maxwell  of  Hatfield,  PA  bagged  this  typical  four-point  mule  deer  buck  in  south- 
eastern Montana.  Besides  leading  clients  to  wall  trophies  like  this  one,  many  of  Montana's 
outfitters  volunteer  their  services  for  single  parent  youths  who  have  hunter  safety  certifi- 
cation. 

Photo  courtesy  ofDoonan  Gulch  Outfitters 


Biologists  look  at  deer,  elk,  and  ante- 
lope teeth  to  tell  the  age.  They  check  the 
fat  to  note  the  animal's  health.  They 
clip  off  bird  wings  to  determine  the 
number  of  adults  compared  to  juve- 
niles and  males  to  females.  They  gather 
the  parts  and  pieces  that,  when  looked 
at  in  a  study,  give  a  rough  picture  of 
how  the  animals  they  are  checking  are 
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faring  in  that  part  of  Montana. 

The  second  type  of  check  station  is  a 
law  enforcement  stop.  It  is  staffed  by 
game  wardens  who  see  to  it  that  state 
game  regulations  have  been  followed 
during  the  hunt.  The  game  tags  must 
have  the  proper  month  and  date 
snipped  out.  Evidence  of  the  animal's 
sex  must  somehow  still  be  attached  to 
the  carcass.  (This  sometimes  causes  the 
hunter  to  become  a  creative  animal 
skinner  bound  to  follow  the  letter  of  the 
"show  sex"  law.) 

Third  are  combination  check  stations, 
staffed  by  biologists  and  game  war- 
dens. The  wardens  and  biologists 
process  people  through  as  quickly  as 
possible  to  get  them  on  the  road  again. 

Residency  Required 

Are  you  wondering  whether  you 
qualify  as  a  Montana  resident  or  non- 
resident sports  license  buyer? 


Montana's  Department  of  Fish, 
WUdlife  and  Parks  officials  report  that 
state  law  requires  anyone  purchasing 
resident  Ucenses  to  have  been  a  resi- 
dent of  the  state  for  a  period  of  six 
months  immediately  prior  to  the  date 
those  Ucenses  are  purchased. 

According  to  a  department 
spokesman,  residency  is  determined 
through  a  union  of  act  and  intent  in 
addition  to  the  required  six  months  of 
physical  residence  and  presence  as  a 
resident  of  Montana.  Union  of  act  and 
intent  is  demonstrated  by  several  fac- 
tors— paying  Montana  income  taxes, 
possessing  a  Montana  driver's  license, 
having  Montana  license  plates  on  one's 
vehicles,  maintaining  a  home  and  vot- 
ing in  Montana. 

Anyone  with  questions  concerning 
individual  circumstances  should  con- 
tact the  local  game  warden  of  any  Fish, 
Wildlife  and  Parks  office  for  assistance. 


Over-The-Counter  Licenses 

Both  residents  and  nonresidents  can 
buy  "B"  mule  deer  and  whitetaU  deer 
licenses  over-the-counter.  AU  regional 
FWP  offices  carry  the  licenses,  as  do 
some  of  the  license  dealers.  Anyone  is 
entitled  to  one  license  for  each  species. 
The  cost  is  $8  per  license  for  residents 
and  $50  per  license  for  nonresidents. 
The  mule  deer  license  is  valid  in  all  600 
(northeastern  Montana)  and  700 
(southeastern  Montana)  series  districts. 
The  whitetaU  tags  are  vaUd  in  all  600 
and  700  series  districts  and  in  the  400 
series  districts  with  some  restrictions. 

Doe-fawn  antelope  Ucenses  are  also 
available  over-the-counter  in  Region  7 
and  from  FWP  offices  in  Region  5.  They 
are  $11  for  residents  and  $50  for  non- 
residents. The  Ucenses  are  valid  in  all 
600  and  700  series  districts  and  in  the 
400  series  district,  except  455  and  460. 

Contact  the  FWP  offices  listed  on 
page  67  to  receive  a  copy  of  the  com- 
plete regulations. 

The  Ucenses  are  vaUd  during  the  reg- 
ular hunting  season  in  Montana. 

AU  waterfowl  and  upland  game  bird 
Ucenses  may  be  purchased  over-the- 
counter. 
Waterfowl  and  Upland  Game  Birds 

Many  species  of  waterfowl  and 
upland  game  birds  may  be  hunted  in 
Montana.  Several  Ucenses  are  required. 
The  general  conservation  Ucense  is  a 
prerequisite  for  all  Ucenses.  It  costs  $4 
for  residents  and  $5  for  nonresidents. 
The  upland  game  bird  license  is  $6  for 
residents  and  $55  for  nonresidents.  The 
turkey  Ucense  is  a  separate  license  at  an 
additional  $13  for  nonresidents  and  $5 
for  residents.  Wild  turkeys  are  abun- 
dant in  many  areas  of  Custer  Country. 
To  hunt  waterfowl,  both  a  Federal 
Waterfowl  Stamp  and  a  Montana 
Waterfowl  Stamp  are  required.  The 
Montana  stamp  costs  $5  for  residents 
and  nonresidents.  The  Federal  Stamp  is 
$15. 

For  a  complete  guide  of  seasons  and 
regulations,  write  to  the  Dept.  of  Fish, 
WildUfe  and  Parks  offices  in  Custer 
Country.  Turn  to  page  67  for  address 
information. 

Waterfowl  Stamp 

Oregon's  Ducks  UnUmited's  "Artist 
of  the  Year"  in  1987, 1989,  and  1992  has 
moved  to  Montana. 

And  with  him,  Wayne  Dowdy 
brought  his  love  for  waterfowl.  "I  per- 
sonaUy  love  waterfowl,  and  1  beUeve 
that  preserving  our  wildUfe  through  art 
and  effective  conservation  and  wildUfe 
management  is  the  greatest  legacy  we 


can  leave  our  children,"  said  the  artist. 

He  set  four  tundra  (whistling)  swans 
against  a  dramatic  backdrop  of  the 
Rocky  Mountain  foothills  west  of 
Freezout  Lake  WMA.  His  entry  was 
selected  for  Montana's  1995  stamp 
from  the  13  Montana  residents'  entries. 

The  stamp  is  available  to  anyone  for 
$5.  Write  to  Duck  Stamps,  Dept.  of  Fish, 
WildUfe  and  Parks,  P.O.  Box  200701, 
Helena,  MT  59620-0701. 

Disability  Access 

For  a  number  of  recreation  enthusi- 
asts, disabiUties  can  make  participating 
in  the  state's  recreational  abundance 
difficult  or  impossible. 

The  Department  of  Fish,  WildUfe  and 
Parks  has  embarked  on  a  major  new 
program  that  addresses  the  needs  and 


Glendive.  Depending  on  snow  condi- 
tions, snowmobiUng  is  aUowed  on  and 
off  the  eight  mile  road. 

The  "SnowmobUe  Law  and  Safety" 
guide  is  available  through  the  Montana 
Department  of  Fish,  WUdUfe  and  Parks. 
Montana  requires  a  nonresident  tem- 
porary-use permit,  which  is  valid  for 
thirty  consecutive  days.  To  receive  the 
guide  and  pamphlets  on  snowmobile 
safety  and  avalanche  awareness  and 
precautions,  write  to  Dept.  of  Fish, 
WUdUfe  and  Parks,  Headquarters,  1420 
6th  Ave.,  Helena,  MT  59620  or  phone 
(406)  444-2535.  The  Montana 
Snowmobile  Association  offers  infor- 
mation by  contacting  them  at  Box  3202, 
Great  FaUs,  MT  59403. 

A  state  tourism  department  pubUca- 


Wayne  Dowdy's  tundra  swans  are  depicted  on  the  1995  Montana  Waterfowl  Stamp 


rights  of  recreationists  with  disabiUties. 

The  program  is  caUed  "Crossing  the 
Barriers." 

At  all  FWP  regional  offices,  the 
department's  headquarters  in  Helena, 
and  over  40  FW&P-administered  sites 
around  the  state,  parking  areas, 
restrooms  and  trails  have  undergone 
accessibility  improvements  over  the 
past  three  years.  Through  the  help  of  a 
state  study  group,  the  improvements 
wUl  continue. 

Winter  Recreation 

When  the  snow  is  on  the  ground, 
Custer  Country  offers  mUes  of  snow- 
mobUing  and  cross  country  fun. 

Two  areas  are  especially  popular 
with  snowmobilers.  Near  Miles  City  is 
the  Tongue  River  Trail.  The  best  place 
to  "put  in"  is  at  Spotted  Eagle 
Recreation  Area.  The  trail  is  right  on 
the  shaUow,  frozen  river.  Another  des- 
ignated trail  is  the  road  through  the 
Makoshika   State   Park  badlands    at 


tion,  "Montana  SnowmobUing  Guide," 
including  trail  systems,  rentals,  ser- 
vices, lodging  and  activities  through- 
out the  state,  is  available  by  writing: 
SnowmobUe  Guide,  Travel  Montana, 
Helena,  MT  59620,  or  caU  toU  free  1- 
800- VISIT  MT.  In  Montana,  caU  (406) 
444-2654. 

For  weather  reports,  contact  the 
National  Weather  Service,  (406)  449- 
5204. 

Cross  Country  Skiing 

Cross  country  skiing  is  another  win- 
ter sport  that  offers  trails  of  fun.  Camps 
Pass  in  Custer  National  Forest  is  18 
mUes  east  of  Ashland  on  U.S.  Highway 
212.  The  trail  is  designed  with  two 
loops,  with  parking  at  the  traUhead. 
Each  loop  is  2  kilometers.  They  are 
rated  "easy"  and  "more  difficult."  The 
traUs  are  groomed  intermittently.  For 
up-to-date  information,  contact  the 
District  Ranger,  Custer  National  Forest, 
Ashland,  MT  59003,  (406)  784-2344. 
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Public  Lands 

State  and  Federal  Lands  in  Custer  Country 
Offer  Recreational  Opportunities  For  All 


Pictograph  Cave  State  Park  visitors  learn  about  the  pictures  in  the  sandstone  and  about 
the  people  who  made  them. 

Photo  courtesy  of  Depl.  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks 
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State  Parks 

Listed  below  is  a  summary  of 
the  ten  State  Parks  in  the 
Custer  Country  region.  "Great 
Escapes,"  a  guide  to  Montana's  State 
Parks,  by  Rick  Newby,  with  more 
detailed  information  is  available  by 
contacting  the  Parks  Division  of  Fish, 
Wildlife  and  Parks  at  2300  Lake  Elmo 
Drive,  Billings,  Montana  59105,  252- 
4654  or  Highway  10  West,  Miles  City, 
Montana  59301,  232-4365.  The  book 
sells  for  $10. 

Some  variations  are  listed  below  for 
each  area. 

MAKOSHIKA 

To  the  Sioux  Indians,  Ma-ko-shi-ka 
meant  bad  earth  or  bad  land.  Today  the 
badlands  of  Makoshika  are  set  aside  for 
visitors  to  see  and  enjoy.  In  addition  to 
the  pine-and-juniper-studded  badlands 
formations,  the  park  also  holds  the  fos- 
sil remains  of  such  dinosaurs  as  tyran- 
nosaurus  and  triceratops.  A  Visitor 
Center  houses  a  triceratops  skull  and 
other  badlands  interpretive  displays. 
Included  within  the  park  are  archery 
and  shooting  ranges,  scenic  drives  and 
nature  trails,  a  campground,  a  group 
picnic  area,  and  many  picnic  sites.  (On 
Snyder  Ave.  in  Glendive;  8,123  acres; 
2,069'  el.  (406)  365-6256.) 

The  park  is  open  April  to  Memorial 
Day  9-4  daily;  Memorial  Day  to  Labor 
Day  9-6  daily;  Labor  Day  to  Sept.  30  9- 
4  daily;  Oct.  1  to  Dec.  24  9-4  Wed-Sun. 

Fees:  DaUy  entrance  fee  of  $3  per 
vehicle  or  $.50  walk-in.  $5.00  per  night 
camping  fee.  $15.00  annual  entrance 
passport  good  at  all  state  parks. 
INTAKE 

Northeast  of  Glendive  13  mi.  on  Hwy 
16  on  the  Yellowstone  River:  $5  camp- 
ing fee,  no  entrance  fee.  The  fishing  site 
is  famous  for  paddlefish,  catfish,  wall- 
eye. (406)  365-8596. 

MEDICINE  ROCKS 

As  its  name  implies.  Medicine  Rocks 
was  a  place  of  "big  medicine"  where 
Indian  hunting  parties  conjured  up 
magical  spirits.  "As  fantastically  beau- 
tiful a  place  as  I  have  ever  seen,"  said 
one  of  its  first  tourists  in  the  late  1800s, 
a  young  rancher  named  Teddy 
Roosevelt.  Weathering  has  given  the 
soft  sandstone  rock  formations  a  Swiss- 
cheese  look.  The  park  is  also  a  haven 
for  mule  deer,  antelope,  and  sharp- 
tailed  grouse,  (located  between  Baker 
and  Ekalaka  on  Montana  7;  316  acres; 
3,441'  el.  (406)  232-4365.) 

No  fees  are  charged. 


ROSEBUD  BATTLEFIELD 

Site  of  the  June  17,  1876,  battle 
between  the  Sioux  and  Cheyenne 
Indians  and  General  George  Crook's 
cavalry  and  infantry.  One  of  the  largest 
Indian  battles  ever  waged  in  the  United 
States,  it  set  the  stage  for  the  Indian  vic- 
tory eight  days  later  when  Lt.  Col. 
George  A.  Custer  and  his  immediate 
command  were  wiped  out  on  the  Little 
Bighorn.  (Undeveloped.)  (25  miles  east 
of  Crow  Agency  on  U.S.  212,  then  20 
miles  south  on  Secondary  314,  then  3 
miles  west  on  county  road;  3,052  acres; 
4,300'  el.  (406)  232-4365.) 

Fees:  No  charge  for  entrance  to  this 
park.  Camping  is  not  allowed.  Day  use 
only. 

TONGUE  RIVER  RESERVOIR 

The  impounded  Tongue  River  pro- 
vides a  12-mile  long  reservoir  set  in  the 
scenic  red  shale  and  juniper  canyons 
and  open  prairies  of  southeastern 
Montana.  Boating  and  other  water 
sports  are  popular  here,  and  the  park 
boasts  excellent  bass,  crappie,  and  wall- 
eye fishing.  Four  state  record  fish  have 
been  pulled  from  its  waters.  (6  mUes 
north  of  Decker  on  Secondary  314,  then 
1  mile  east  on  county  road;  640  acres; 
3,424'  el.  (406)  232-4365.) 

Fees:  Daily  entrance  fee  of  $3  per 
vehicle  or  $.50  walk-in.  $4.00  per  night 
camping  fee.  $15.00  annual  entrance 
passport  good  at  aU  state  parks. 

EAST  ROSEBUD 

Campground,  adjacent  to  NE  city 
limits  of  Forsyth:  $5  camping  fee,  no 
entrance  fee. 

PICTOGRAPH  CAVE 

This  National  Historic  Landmark  is  7 
miles  southeast  of  Billings.  Take 
Lockwood  interchange  (#452).  Then 
turn  south  on  Cobum  Road.  Follow  the 
pavement  for  3  mUes,  then  the  remain- 
ing 3  miles  will  be  gravel  road.  The 
park  is  open  from  8:00  a.m.  to  8:00  p.m. 
seven  days  per  week  from  mid-April  to 
mid-October.  A  self-guided  history 
trail  &  pamphlet  are  available. 

The  site  has  paved  trails  to 
Pictograph  Cave  and  Ghost  Cave  with 
interpretive  panels  along  the  way 
explaining  the  significance  of  the 
inhabitation  and  natural  features.  Also 
available  are  picnic  tables,  fireplaces, 
restrooms,  benches,  a  water  fountain, 
and  ample  parking. 

Camping  is  not  allowed  and  pets 
must  be  on  a  leash. 

An  entrance  fee  is  charged  and  con- 


sists of  an  annual  entrance  passport  for 
$15.00,  or  $3.00  per  carload.  These  fees 
will  be  used  to  maintain  this  site  and  to 
make  improvements  to  the  facilities. 

Brochures  are  available  at  various 
information  offices  also.  Groups  need 
advance  reservations,  which  may  be 
arranged  by  calling  the  following  num- 
bers: (406)  855-0255  or  (406)  252-4654. 

LAKE  ELMO 

Lake  Elmo  is  located  in  Billings 
Heights  at  2400  Lake  Elmo  Drive.  The 
lake  is  popular  for  swimming,  fishing, 
non-motorized  and  electric  powered 
boating,  sailing,  sailboarding,  sun- 
bathing, and  picnicking.  The  park  is 
open  year-round.  Lifeguards  supervise 
the  swimming  area  during  summer 
months. 

Concession  services  include  food, 
beverages,  sundries,  and  watercraft 
rentals.  Overnight  camping,  pets,  and 
glass  bottles  are  prohibited. 

Fees:  An  entrance  fee  is  charged 
Memorial  Day  through  Labor  Day. 
Annual  entrance  passport  is  $15.00  or 
an  individual  fee  of  $1.00  per  adult  will 
be  required,  and  50c  for  children  under 
11.  (406)  252-4654. 

CHIEF  PLENTY  COUPS 

Chief  Plenty  Coups  Memorial  is  35 
miles  south  of  Billings  1-90  Exit  447. 
Turn  right  (south)  on  Highway  416  fol- 
lowdng  signs  to  Pryor;  then  go  1  mile 
west  of  Pryor.  If  you  take  Lockwood 
Interchange  Exit  452  off  1-90,  then  fol- 
low Old  Highway  87  south  to  Hardin 
Road,  then  turn  south  and  follow  the 
signs. 

The  park  is  open  from  8:00  a.m.  to 
8:00  p.m.  from  May  1  to  Sept.  30.  The 
visitor  center /museum  is  open  daily, 
10:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  In  addition  to  the 
museum  is  Chief  Plenty  Coups'  home- 
stead, the  medicine  spring  and  a 
Memorial  to  his  peace  efforts  and  to  the 
Crow  Indians. 

A  spacious  picnic  area  is  fully  devel- 
oped with  tables,  griUs,  restrooms  and 
drinking  water.  Camping  is  not 
allowed  and  visitors  should  be  familiar 
Vkdth  recreation  area  rules  and  regula- 
tions. 

Entrance  fees  will  be  charged  at  the 
park  and  can  be  paid  either  upon  enter- 
ing the  park  or  at  the  museum.  Fees 
consist  of  an  annual  entrance  passport 
for  $15.00,  $3.00  per  carload,  or  a  walk 
in  fee  of  50(t  per  person. 

A  brochure  is  available  at  local  infor- 
mation centers  and  at  the  site.  (406) 
252-1289. 


DEADMAN'S  BASIN 

Deadman's  Basin  Reservoir  is 
reached  by  driving  75  miles  northwest 
of  Billings  on  Highway  3  to  Lavina  then 
turning  west  on  Highway  12.  The  basin 
is  5  miles  west  of  Ryegate  and  19  miles 
east  of  Harlowton. 

This  lake  is  used  mostly  for  fishing 
and  boating.  Other  activities  include 
camping,  picnicking,  swimming,  sight- 
seeing, and  group  reunions. 

Large  boat  ramp,  minimal  camp- 
ground areas,  outdoor  vault  restrooms, 
picnic  shelters,  picnic  tables,  fireplaces, 
and  garbage  collection  system. 

Fees:  No  charge  for  entrance  and 
camping  at  this  site.  (406)  252-4654. 


National 
Forests 


CUSTER  NATIONAL  FOREST 

Custer  Forest  regions  such  as  the 
Pryor  Mountains  are  an  ideal  place  to 
hike,  ride  mountain  bikes,  watch  birds, 
view  wildlife,  picnic,  camp,  photo- 
graph nature,  hunt,  cross  countr)'  ski, 
snowmobile  and  spot  wild  horses. 

In  the  Ashland  District,  east  of 
Ashland,  hunting  for  mule  deer  and 
wild  turkeys  is  very  good.  There  are 
also  hiking,  camping  and  some  cross 
country  skiing  opportunities.  Bird 
watchers  can  enjoy  the  200-plus  species 
of  birds  that  frequent  the  area. 

Chalk  Buttes,  Long  Pines,  and 
Ekalaka  Hills  near  Ekalaka,  are  Custer 
National  Forest  lands  that  provide 
excellent  hunting  for  mule  deer,  white- 
tail  deer,  and  wild  turkeys.  The  Long 
Pines  is  noted  for  the  Capitol  Rock 
National  Natural  Landmark.  This  area 
also  is  known  for  having  a  very  high 
density  of  nesting  raptors. 

For  more  information  about  recre- 
ation activities  in  the  Custer  National 
Forest,  write  to  one  of  the  foUowdng 
addresses: 

Beartooth  Ranger  District,  Route  2, 
Box  3420,  Red  Lodge,  MT  59068 

Ashland  Ranger  District,  P.O.  Box 
168,  Ashland,  MT  59003 

Sioux  Ranger  District,  Box  37,  Camp 
Crook,  SD  57724 

Custer  National  Forest,  Supervisor's 
Office,  Box  2556,  BiUings,  MT  59103 
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Camping 


Camping  comes  in  all  styles  in  Custer  Country.  Quick,  easy  set-up  is  offered  at  many  pri- 
vate campgrounds.  Some  campgrounds  and  camping  areas  are  more  rustic. 

Photo  courtesy  of  KOA  Kampgrounds 


Camping  facilities  are  available 
in  Custer  Country  at  most 
fishing  access  sites,  and  at 
public  and  private  campgrounds. 

Following  is  a  list  of  public  camp- 
grounds and  services,  and  towns  near 
which  they  are  located.  The  Afterbay 
Campground  is  a  National  Park  Service 
facility,  located  near  the  town  of  f^ 
Smith,  1  mile  NE  of  Yellowtail  Dam.  It 
is  open  all  year,  has  48  camping  spaces, 
trailers  allowed,  toilets  have  handicap 
access,  drinking  water  available,  boat 
launch  for  2-wheel  drive  with  trailer, 
fishing,  no  swimming,  and  nature/ 
interpretive  trails;  stay  limit  is  14  days, 
no  fees  charged. 

Near  Ashland  is  Red  Shale 
Campground,  managed  by  the  Forest 
Service.  It  is  6  mi.  SE  of  Ashland  on  US 
212.  It  is  open  May  11  to  Nov.  15,  has  14 
camping  spaces  and  allows  trailers  to 
32  ft.  It  has  toilets  and  drinking  water,  a 
14  day  stay  limit.  A  fee  is  charged. 

Medicine  Rocks  Campground  is  25 
miles  south  of  Baker  on  MT  7. 
Development  is  primitive  at  this  Fish, 
Wildlife  and  Parks  managed  site.  It  is 
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open  all  year  and  offers  camping  for 
trailers  up  to  20  ft.  Toilets  and  water  are 
available.  The  stay  limit  is  14  days  and 
a  fee  is  charged. 

Ekalaka  has  three  public  camp- 
grounds nearby.  Ekalaka  Park,  a  Forest 
Service  campground,  is  3  mUes  SE  of 
Ekalaka  on  Rt.  323, 1  mile  W  on  a  coun- 
ty road,  5  miles  S  on  forest  service  road 
813.  It  is  open  May  1  to  Nov.  15,  has  9 
camping  spaces,  allows  trailers  up  to  16 
ft.,  has  toilets  and  drinking  water  and  a 
14  day  stay  Umit.  No  fee  is  charged. 
Lantis  Spring  is  also  a  Forest  Service 
campground  and  is  3  mi.  W  of  Camp 
Crook,  SD,  on  Hwy  20  SE  of  Ekalaka,  11 
mi.  NW  on  forest  service  road  117.  It  is 
open  May  1  to  Nov.  15  also,  with  5 
spaces,  allows  trailers  up  to  16  ft.,  has 
toilets  and  drinking  water  and  a  14  day 
stay  limit.  No  fee  is  charged.  Macnab 
Pond  Forest  Service  campground  is  7 
mi.  SE  of  Ekalaka  on  Rt.  323,  1  mi.  E  on 
the  county  road.  It  is  open  May  1  to 
Nov.  15,  has  camping  spaces,  allows 
trailers  up  to  22  ft.  It  has  toilets  and 
drinking  water,  fishing,  and  a  stay  Umit 
of  14  days.  No  fee  is  charged. 

Two  public  campgrounds  are  near 


Forsyth.  The  Rosebud  (East  Unit),  man- 
aged by  Dept.  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and 
Parks,  is  off  1-94  at  Forsyth,  E  Exit,  N  to 
Yellowstone  River.  It  is  open  year 
round.  Ten  camping  spaces  are  avail- 
able; trailers  are  allowed.  There  are  toi- 
lets and  drinking  water.  There  is  a  boat 
launch  for  two- wheel  drive  wath  trailer, 
and  fishing.  Stay  limit  is  14  days.  A  fee 
is  charged.  Rosebud  (West  Unit),  man- 
aged by  FWP  also,  is  W  of  Forsyth  on 
US  12  at  S  end  of  Yellowstone  River 
Bridge,  milepost  270.  It  is  open  year 
round.  Ten  camping  spaces  are  avail- 
able; trailers  are  allowed.  Toilets  are 
available.  Bring  your  drinking  water.  A 
two-wheel  drive  with  trailer  boat 
launch,  and  fishing  are  available.  Stay 
Umit  is  14  days.  No  fee  is  charged. 

Near  Glendive  are  two  campgrounds. 
Intake  is  famous  for  paddlefishing. 
Managed  by  FWP,  it  is  16  mi.  N  of 
Glendive  on  MT  16,  S  on  a  county  road. 
It  has  40  camping  spaces,  with  trailers 
aUowed.  Toilets  and  drinking  water  are 
available.  A  boat  launch  for  two-wheel 
drive  vehicles  with  trailer  is  available, 
and  various  fishing.  Stay  Umit  is  14 
days.  A  fee  is  charged.  Makoshika 
Campground,  managed  by  FWP,  is  2  mi. 
SE  of  Glendive  through  residential  sec- 
tion on  Snyder  Ave.  It  is  open  aU  year. 
Six  camping  spots  are  available;  trailers 
are  aUowed.  It  offers  handicap  toilets 
and  drinking  water.  Nature/ interpre- 
tive trails  lead  through  badlands.  The 
14  day  stay  Umit  has  both  day-use  and 
overnight  fee  charges. 

Huntley  Diversion  Dam  near  Huntley 
is  1  mUe  W  of  1-94  Huntley  Exit  on  a 
gravel  road.  It  is  open  all  year  and 
offers  camping.  A  boat  launch  requires 
a  4-wheel  drive  with  a  trailer.  Fishing  is 
available.  The  stay  limit  is  14  days. 

Riverside  Park  in  Laurel,  Highway  212 
S,  on  the  banks  of  the  YeUowstone 
River,  is  a  community  campground  for 
100  tents  and  RV's.  Fees  are  $7  per 
night.  Some  hook-ups  are  available. 
Barbecue  and  picnic  facilities,  toUets 
and  drinking  water  are  available.  A 
boat  launch  is  avaUable  for  two-wheel 
drive  vehicles  with  a  trailer. 

Barry's  Landing  Campground,  man- 
aged by  the  National  Park  Service,  is  27 
miles  N  of  Lovell,  WY  on  WY  37.  Open 
aU  year,  it  has  9  camping  spots  for  trail- 
ers. Toilets  are  handicap  accessible.  The 
boat  launch  accommodates  2-wheel 
drives  with  a  traUer.  There  is  fishing 
there,  and  hiking  trails  are  developed. 
The  stay  Umit  is  14  days. 

The  Cow  Creek  Campground  is  located 
8  mUes  north  of  Otter  on  Forest  Rd.  51, 


then  5  miles  W  on  Forest  Rd.  95.  It  is 
managed  by  the  Forest  Service.  It  is 
open  May  15  to  November  1  and  has 
eight  camping  spaces  and  accommo- 
dates trailers  up  to  32  ft.  It  has  toilets 
and  drinking  water.  It  offers  fishing. 
The  stay  limit  is  14  days,  and  a  fee  is 
charged. 


Private  campgrounds 
are  available  in  nearly 
every  town  in  Custer 
Country.  Ask  locally 
or  refer  to  the 

^Montana  Travel 
Planner  for  complete 
listings.  Advertisers 
below  invite  you  to 

j  enjoy  their  facilities 


The  CowBelle  Campground  at  Roundup 
is  located  at  the  fairgrounds  on  the 
southeastern  edge  of  town.  It  offers 
overnight  camping  and  RV  parking, 
barbecue  pits  and  good  shade.  No  fee  is 
charged. 

The  Tongue  River  Reservoir 
Campground  is  managed  by  FWP  and  is 


6  mi.  N  of  Decker  on  Hwy  314,  1  mi.  E 
on  a  county  road.  It  is  open  all  year.  It 
has  100  camping  spaces  and  trailers  are 
allowed.  It  has  toilets  and  drinking 
water.  A  boat  launch  is  available  for 
two-wheel  drive  vehicles  with  trailers. 
Fishing  is  offered.  The  stay  limit  is  14 
days  with  both  day-use  and  overrught 
fee  scales. 


Some  campgrounds  offer  an  authentic,  early-day  "camping"  experience  in  teepees. 
Round  arbors,  constructed  of  poles  and  leafy  branches,  like  the  one  pictured  here,  are 
used  for  shade.  Hundreds  of  teepees,  arranged  in  patterns,  and  arbors  cover  the  campv 
grounds  at  Crow  Agency  during  Crow  Fair. 

Gloria  Wester  Photo 


--Camping  in  Custer  Country-- 


TOWN               NAME/LOCATION  (*all  phone  number  use  area  code  prefix  (406)) 

SEASON 

1 

1 

«     $  ia^a&^mS  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION,  PAGE  REFERENCE 

BAKER            Roy's  MoteMlianipgFQund.  77»-3321 ,  327  W.  Monbna  Ave. 

AIYr. 

6 

15         •  •  • 

Hottub,neartiy  pool,goHcause,fE»grounds-P3,  IS 

BROADUS        Wayside  Mobile/RV  Park  AAA  436-251 0, 1 .5  mi.  west  at  juncbon  US  21 2  &  MT  59 

AilYr. 

20 

18         •  •  • 

•  •  •  •      Next  to  9-hole  golf  course 

Cl^TER          Fort  afiterRestewa«&CampffOund.KW191,  Hwy  47  &  1-94, 1m.EoJCusJ«, 

AIYr. 

6 

6 

Restaitfart«iB»-Pg.102 

EKALAKA         aine  Camper  Court,  775- .6231 ,  W  of  town  near  fairgrounds 

5/1-12/1 

6 

15         •  •  • 

Swimming  Pool,  Medicine  Rocks  neart>y 

FOF«YTH        WagonWwelCampyoirKl,35&-2454.l-94Exa951/2mlSoofrtefstate 

4/1-10/31 

10 

10 

Fishing,  restaurait,  pool,  museum,  vdlhin  15  miPg,  55 

FORT  SMrm     Cottonwood  Camp,  666-2391 , 3  mi.  north  on  Rt.  31 3 

AIIYr. 

50 

15         •  •  • 

•  •  •  •      Fishing -Pg.  94 

OENDWE       Giendive  Campyourxl,  3te«721, 1-94  Ex8  215,  N  of  l-«4  ■'^''--^i^''^^''^'^':' 

4/1-10/1 

7 

50         •  ♦  • 

•  •  •  •  •  Play^,re^uran(s.  motels  near -Pg.  31 

Green  Valley  Campground,  3654156, 1-94  Exit  213, 1/2mi.  N 

4/1-11/1 

50 

42      •   •  •  • 

•  •  •  •      Fee  fishing,  playground,  rec  room  ■  Pg.  31 

HAROIN           &ar)dv)ewCaiT4)grow)d,  665-2489, 1-90  ExS  495, 3/4 mi.  Son  re 313 

AIYr. 

40 

60         •  •  • 

•••♦     Qft  shop,  pool,  tennis,  playyoimdneartjy-Pg.  87 

Hardin  KOA  665-1 635, 1-90  Exit  495, 1 .25  mi.  N  on  MT  47 

4/1-9/30 

18 

53         •  •  • 

•  •  •  •      Swim  Pool,  hot  tub,  kamping  katxns,  playgmd  -  Pg.  88 

^'' "     SunsetVia98,6e5-1100,t-90Exit496,1.8n».SonH«(y313 

AIYr. 

10 

37         •  •  • 

••♦♦     Playgomd,neartjy  pool,  tennis  courts -Pg.  82 

UUREL           Pelican  RV  Park,  6284324,  Fax  406-628-8442, 1-90  Exit  437 

AilYr. 

40      •   •  •  • 

•  •  •  •      24hr.  restaurant,  log  catjins,  propane -Pg.  124 

WLfSCITY      Mies  CJyKQA,  232-7049. 1-94  Exit  m.  Go  2.4  mi,  L  at  481  St,  La  Pimer 

4/1-10/31 

32 

58         •  ♦  • 

•  •  •  •     Healed  pool,  playynd,w*  to  taim,musetfn-Pg.  46 

TERRY            Diamond  Campground,  637-5407, 1-94  Terry  Exrt,  1  mi.  N 

4/15-10/15 

20         •  •  • 

•  •            Restaurant  next  door  •  Pg.  34 

Terry  fW  Oasis,  637-5520, 1-94  Exit  176,  bt  St  left  10  l«<s. 

5/1-10/30 

8 

12         •  •  • 

Shady,  green  and  dean  •  Pg.  34 
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Wildlife  Watching 


"w; 


'hen  Montana's  first  official  explorers,  Lewis  and  Clark,  passed  through  what  was  then 
part  of  the  Louisiana  Purchase  in  1805-1806,  they  were  literally  struck  silent  by  the 
numbers  and  diversity  of  wildlife.  Captain  Clark  was  so  awed  that  at  one  point  in  his 
journal  he  vowed  to  write  no  further  about  this  country's  amazing  animal  numbers  for  fear  no  one 
would  believe  him." 

This  quote  is  from  the  introduction  to  "Montana:  WUdUfe  Viewing  Guide."  The  guide  is  a  multi- 
agency  project,  involving  the  public  land  management  agencies  in  Montana:  the  U.S.  Forest  Service, 
Northern  Region;  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management;  the  Montana  Fish,  WildUfe  &  Parks;  the  U.S.  Fish 
and  WildUfe  Service;  the  Montana  Department  of  State  Lands;  and  the  National  Park  Service.  It  is  writ- 
ten by  Carol  and  Hank  Fischer. 

Since  Montana  is  such  a  big  state  (fourth  largest  of  the  United  States),  the  guide  first  divides  the  state 
into  the  six  state-designated  tourism  regions.  Maps  of  each  region  are  designed  to  point  out  wildlife 
viewing  locations.  Each  area  is  described,  including  a  description  of  the  wildlife  activity  of  the  location. 
Directions  to  the  site,  ownership  of  the  site,  and  size  are 
given.  Symbols  tell  what  facilities  are  available,  and  recre- 
ation opportunities.  The  guide  includes  113  viewing  sites. 

The  Custer  Country  tourism  region  has  twelve  designat- 
ed wildlife  viewing  areas:  Lake  Mason  National  Wildlife 
Refuge  -  Roundup;  Two  Moon  Park  -  BiUings;  Norm 
Schoenthal  Island  -  Billings;  Pompeys  Pillar  National 
Landmark  -  Pompeys  Pillar;  Howrey  Island  -  Hysham; 
YellowtaU  Dam  Afterbay  -  Fort  Smith;  Black's  Pond  Drive 
Route  -  Ashland;  William  L.  Matthews  Recreation  & 
Habitat  Management  Area  -  Miles  City;  Terry  Badlands  - 
Terry;  Makoshika  State  Park  -  Glendive;  Medicine  Rocks 
State  Park  -  Baker,  Ekalaka;  and  Long  Pines  -  Ekalaka. 
WUdlife  featured  includes  songbirds,  upland  birds,  shore- 
birds,  waterfowl,  birds  of  prey,  small  mammals,  hoofed 
mammals,  carnivores,  reptiles /amphibians,  and  fish. 

From  all  indications,  wildlife  watching  may  become  the 
premier  outdoor  recreation  activity  of  the  1990's.  The  num- 
ber of  adult  Americans  involved  in  wildUfe  watching  and 
related  activities  has  increased  tremendously.  One  federal 
survey  reports  that  in  the  Mountain  States  people  taking 
primary  wildlife  viewing  trips  increased  76  percent 
between  1980  and  1990. 

Those  involved  are  committed  to  making  Montana's 
wUdlife  viewing  as  accessible  as  possible,  while  at  the 
same  time  protecting  the  animals  and  their  habitat  as  pru- 
dently as  possible.  Knowing  that  people  combine  wildlife 
viewing  with  other  recreation,  they  have  made  a  special 
effort  to  develop  sites  that  are  accessible  by  a  variety  of 
means — from  a  car,  on  foot,  from  a  boat,  on  a  bike,  etc. 

At  the  sites,  rules  are  posted  that  explain  where  people  can  go  and  when.  WildUfe  viewers  are  cau- 
tioned to  obey  the  rules  and  stay  on  trails.  The  goal  is  to  aUow  animals  to  carry  out  their  normal  behav- 
ior without  interruption. 

Watchable  Wildlife  Poster 

Watchable  wUdlife  is  one  of  the  best  reasons  for  traveUng  to  Montana.  NationaUy  famous  Montana 
wildlife  artist,  Monte  Dolack,  has  created  a  poster  to  show  off,  support  and  preserve  the  state's  wildlife 
treasure. 

The  poster,  depicting  loons  and  other  wildUfe  on  a  lake,  is  designed  to  heighten  awareness  of  the 
needs  of  aU  Montana's  fish  and  wildUfe,  from  common  loons  to  painted  turtles. 

The  poster  costs  $25  plus  $5  for  shipping  and  handling  and  is  available  by  writing  to:  Montana's 
Watchable  WUdlife,  P.O.  Box  1718,  Helena,  MT  59624,  or  phone  1-800-582-2665.  Checks  should  be  made 
out  to  Montana's  Watchable  Wildlife,  and  proceeds  will  benefit  the  more  than  600  species  of  wildUfe  and 
fish  in  Montana. 
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Wildlife  Viewing 
Area 


Who  is  viewing  whom?"  asks  this  horned  owl. 

Donna  Delp  Photo 


Great  American 
Cattle  Drive 


In  American  history  one  individual  stands  out. 

The  American  cowboy. 

At  the  end  of  the  Civil  War  there  was  a  shortage  of  beef  in 
the  Northeast.  With  the  South  in  ruins,  Texas  was  the  only 
reasonable  source  of  beef.  Though  the  longhorn  cattle  ran 
wild,  a  handful  of  Texas  men  dared  to  do  the  impossible. 
With  the  best  cowboys  Texas  had  to  offer,  these  wild  long- 
homs  were  rounded  up,  branded  and  driven  north  to  the 
railheads  of  Kansas  for  shipment  to  the  Northeast. 

A  few  of  these  men  had  a  vision.  With  free  grazing  land  in 
Montana  for  the  taking,  a  herd  of  Texas  longhorn  breeding 
stock  was  trailed  north  to  Montana.  Although  the  great  traU 
drive  era  is  over,  history  wiU  repeat  itself  this  year. 

In  honor  of  the  American  cowboy.. .with  all  the  romance 
and  mystique  of  "Lonesome  Dove,"  a  herd  wiU  be  trailed 
from  Fort  Worth,  TX  in  March — destination. ..Miles  City,  MT. 

The  six-month  cattle  drive  wiU  pass  through  six  states,  22 
counties  and  about  100  cities.  Five  historic  cattle  drive  routes 
will  be  used  in  parts  of  the  drive.  Twenty-four  real  ranch 
hand  cowboys  will  herd  300  steers  along  farm  to  market 
roads  and  small  state  highways  for  the  whole  nation  to  see. 

The  herd  will  be  moved  approximately  10-15  miles  a  day 
Wednesday  through  Sunday,  resting  Monday  and  Tuesday. 

A  clean-up  crew  of  300  stewards  of  the  land,  sponsored  by 
John  Deere  will  clean,  fix,  smooth,  and  replant  behind  the 
drive. 

If  you  happen  to  be  near  Fort  Worth  on  March  2-4  you  can 
get  in  on  the  kick-off  events. 

The  herd's  Aug.  19  arrival  in  Sheridan,  WY,  near  Custer 
Country,  will  be  heralded  with  the  Wyoming  State 
Champion  Ranch  Rodeo.  A  big  party  will  welcome  the  drive 
as  it  crosses  the  Montana  border  near  Decker. 

Camps  in  Montana  have  been  scouted  and  pegged  down 
by  one  of  Montana's  cowboys  on  the  drive,  Walt  Secrest  of 
Crow  Agency.  Landowners  who  have  supported  the  adven- 
ture by  offering  the  crossing  and  use  of  their  land  include 
John  O'Neil,  Peabody  Coal,  Dick  Hosford,  Bill  McKinney, 
Jack  Knobloch,  Mark  Bloxham,  the  Ball  Ranch,  Bill  Nefsy,  Dr. 
Pezzarossi,  and  Jeff  Landers.  The  drive  will  follow  the 
Tongue  River  from  Decker  to  Miles  City,  stopping  at  this 
sequence  of  locations,  about  12  miles  apart,  each  night. 

Secrest  will  be  a  popular  guy  on  the  trail.  He  wiU  be  com- 
mander of  the  chuckwagon.  The  drive  welcomes  "outriders" 
(the  cattle  drive  term  for  spectator-participants)  at  $100  a 
day,  which  includes  three  square  meals. 

The  drive  has  cooked  up  some  side  fun.  Cooking  contests 
at  "outposts"  along  the  trail  will  culminate  in  a  cook-off  at 
the  end  of  the  drive.  Ranch  rodeos  along  the  way  will  end  in 
one  big  shebang  in  Miles  City. 

Miles  City  has  marked  August  26  as  the  date  for  the 
Montana  State  Champion  Ranch  Rodeo  at  Miles  City.  On 


August  31  the  drive  will  camp  five  miles  south  of  Miles  City. 
Several  rip-snortin'  days  and  nights  of  fun  will  ensue  until 
September  1  when  the  drive  wiU  trail  right  down  Main  Street 
in  Miles  City,  bound  for  market.  A  huge  auction  will  sell  off 
the  horses,  steers,  and  wagons,  designated  as  part  of  the  offi- 
cial drive. 

The  Second  Grand  All-around  Championship  Rodeo  wiU 
be  September  2.  The  top  State  Champion  cowboys  and  cow- 
girls from  Texas,  Oklahoma,  Kansas,  Nebraska,  Wyoming, 
and  Montana  will  compete  for  the  crowns  on  some  of  the 
toughest  stock  in  the  Northwest. 

For  sign-on  information  write  to  Great  American  Cattle 
Drive,  P.O.  Box  4278,  Fort  Worth,  TX  76164-0278,  or  caU  (817) 
625-4093. 
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CUSTER 
COUNTY 


ART  CENTER 


FREE  ADMISSION 

Water  Plant  Road,  west  of 

downtown.  Look  for  our 

signs!  Call  (406)  232-0635 

IN  MILES  CITY,  MONTANA 


Visit  Custer  County  Art  Center 

Located  in  a  historic  waterworks  building  listed  on  the  National  Register 
of  Historic  Places...  Large  Museum  Store  featuring  original  artwork,  L.A. 
Huffn^an  photographs,  gifts  from  local  and  regional  artists,  pottery,  jewelry, 
wearable  art,  baskets,  western  books,  cookbooks  and  more! 

Changing  exhibits  throughout  the  year 
Don't  miss  the  Western  extravaganza 

April  27  -  July  9  -  Western  Art 

Roundup 
May  20  -  Quick  Draw 
May  21  -  Bucking  Horse  Sale 

Reception  -  10:00  a.m.  -  1:00  p.m. 


April  -  September  Hours: 
Tues.  -  Fri.         8  am  -  7  pm 
SaL  -  Sun.  9  am  -  5  pm       Sunday 

CLOSED  MONDAYS 


October  -  March  Hours: 

Tues.  -  SaL        9  am  -  5  pm 

1  pm  -  5  pm 


THE  WESTERN  ART  ROUNDUP 


Miles  City... 

Custer's  INN 

BUDGET  HOST 


Budget 
Host 


Toll  Free  1-800-456-5026 


No  Smoking  Rooms 

Under  12  Sleep  Free  With  Adults  in  Same  Room 

Adjacent  To  3  Restaurants  &  Cocktail  Lounges 

Wheel  Chair  Rooms 

Commercial  Rates 

Winter  Plug-Ins 

-MILES  CITY 
232-5170 


1209  S.  Haynes  Ave. 


Conference  Room 

HBO 

Year  Around  Heated  Pool  &  Sauna 

FAX  Machine 

Local  Calls  Free 

Color  Cable  TV-29  Channels 


KOA 


y(  Miles  City 

KOA 

•  Full  Hookups  •  PulMhru  Sites  up  to  65" 

•  Grassy  Tent  Sites      •  Heated  Pool 

•  Well  Stocked  Store    •  Laundry  Facilities 

•  SHADE 

"More  than  70  Cottonwood 
Trees  over  50'  Tall" 

Kamper  Kabins 

Walk  to  Downtown.  Museum  or  Fishing 

From  1-94  take  Exit  135,  go  2.4  miles,  turn  left  at  4tti  St, 
2  bkjcks  to  Palmer  Street,  turn  left  4  t)locks  to  tfie  KOA 

1  Palmer 

Miles  City,  Montana 

Phone  (406)  232-3991 


'Friendship] 

INN 


Lounge  •  Casino 

•Clean,  Updated  Facilities 

•  Adjacent  to  Downtown 

•  Children  18  &  Under  Free  •  HBO 

•  SHOWTIME  •  Free  Local  Calls  •  FAX  Service 

•  Friendly,  Courteous  Staff  •  Meeting  Rooms 

"Gus  Slept  Here" 

Groups  Welcomed 

Louie's  Olive  Dining  Room 

Daily  Specials 

"The  Finest  in  Dining  Pleasure" 

(Major  Credit  Cards) 

501  Main  1-800-424-4777 

Miles  City,  Montana        (406)  232-2450 


r/ttggs  Camera  &  Gifts,  Inc. 

PHONE  (406)  232-1838 
807  MAIN 
MILES  CITY,  MONTANA  59301 


We  Use 


•  Hallmark  Cards 
•Gifts 

•  Souvenirs 

•  Film 

•  Precious  Moments 

One  Hour 
Fhoto  Flnl0hln0 
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I  Montana  I 


Cowboy  Capital 
of  Montana 


Miles  City,  the  county  seat  of 
Custer  County,  is  truly  a 
roughneck  cowboy  delight. 
Featured  as  the  town  where  Gus 
McRae  died  in  the  ABC  Mini-series 
"Lonesome  Dove,"  the  city  is  today  a 
thriving,  up-to-date  community  which 
holds  to  its  western  culture  with  great 
pride  and  perseverance.  Historically 
speaking.  Miles  City  came  into  exis- 
tence on  the  heels  of  a  military  expedi- 
tion sent  into  the  Valley  from  Fort 
Leavenworth,  Kansas,  following  the 
Battle  of  the  Little  Bighorn,  on  June  25, 
1876,  when  Gen.  Custer  and  his  imme- 
diate command  of  five  troops  of  the  7th 
Cavalry  were  annihilated  by  the  Sioux 
Indians  led  by  Sitting  Bull. 

Miles  City  had  a  notable  birthing. 
Col.  (later  Gen.)  Nelson  A.  MUes,  in 
command  of  the  six  companies  of  the 
5th  Cavalry  stationed  at  Fort 
Leavenworth  the  summer  of  1876, 
received  orders  to  proceed  to  the 
Yellowstone  Valley  in  Montana,  and 
there  to  establish  a  cantonment  from 
which  he  was  to  conduct  a  campaign  to 
compel  bands  of  wandering  Indians  to 
return  to  their  reservations. 

Arriving  early  in  the  fall.  Miles  con- 
ferred with  Gen.  Alfred  E.  Terry,  com- 
manding the  Department  of  the 
Dakotas,  who  was  still  in  the  field  fol- 
lowing the  Custer  massacre.  He  select- 
ed a  site  at  the  mouth  of  the  Tongue 
River  on  which  to  buUd  the  canton- 
ment. The  Army  engineers  surveyed 
the  tract  of  land  10  miles  square  and 
established  a  reservation.  It  was  just 
across  this  reservation  on  the  east  of  the 
south  bank  of  the  Yellowstone  River 
that  the  first  village  was  set  up.  A  year 
later  when  the  War  Department  aban- 
doned it,  the  vUlage  "moved"  itself, 
cabins  and  appurtenances,  to  the  pre- 
sent site.  The  new  community  was 
named  "Miles  City"  in  honor  of  the 
commanding  officer.  While  the  village 
was  founded  in  1877,  it  was  not  until 


History  will  spring  to  life  when  cowboys  drive  cattle  through  the  streets  of  Miles  City  at  the  end 
of  the  Great  American  Cattle  Drive  on  Labor  Day  weekend  this  year.  "Lonesome  Dove"  style,  the 
cattle  will  trail  from  Fort  Worth,  TX  to  Miles  City.  As  shown  above,  Miles  City  has  welcomed 
cowboys  to  herd  their  year's  pay  through  the  streets  to  market  in  recent  years,  too. 

Gerald  Anglum  Photo 


1887  that  MUes  City  was  incorporated. 
As  the  cattle  industry  was  most 
important,  it  was  fitting  that  the 
Montana  Stockgrowers'  Association 
was  formed  in  Miles  City  in  1884.  The 
coming  of  the  Northern  Pacific 
Railroad  in  1881   predetermined  that 


Miles  City  should  become  a  leading 
cattle  market. 

Breeder  Show 

One  day  during  the  first  week  in 

February  every  year.  Main  Street  is 

filled  with  pens  displaying  various 

breeds  of  young  bulls.  Many  people 
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Some  go  "Through  the  Looking  Glass"  and  some  go  "Through  the  Tunnel"  to  find  the  creative  world  of  art.  In  Miles  City,  those  who  enter 
through  the  tunnel  will  find  themselves  in  an  old  waterworks  plant  that  has  been  transformed  into  the  Uvely  Custer  County  Art  Center, 
an  enchanting  place  of  changing  exhibits,  a  variety  of  classes,  and  a  gift  shop.  Listed  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places,  the  center 
is  open  year  round.  Photo  courtesy  of  Custer  County  Art  Center 


besides  cattle  producers  come  to  the 
show  and  sale. 

No  Parking  Meters 

Contemporary  Miles  City  has  not 
been  swept  up  by  the  winds  of  change 
which  have  threatened  to  shape  look- 
alike  communities  across  the  nation. 
Miles  City  still  has  a  traditional 
American  Main  Street  with  a  dime 
store  lunch  counter  and  a  saloon 
painstakingly  restored  to  its  early 
decor.  There  are  no  parking  meters! 

The  9,000  area  residents  are  good 
hosts  who  enjoy  talking  about  the 
many  historic  photographs  proudly 
displayed,  about  the  hunting  and  fish- 
ing in  the  area  and  about  some  of  the 
"characters"  who  fashioned  the  town's 
personality.  But  the  local  Chamber  of 


Commerce's  motto,  "Proud  Past: 
Progressive  Future"  also  describes 
Miles  City.  The  community's  many  ser- 


vices have  made  it  the  hub  of 
Southeastern  Montana — the  center  of 
vacation-time  attractions. 


Buckboard  Motel 


QUIET     •      CLEAN     •      COMFORTABLE      &     AFFORDABLE 
•  Handicap  Rooms  •  Outdoor  Heated  Pool  •  All  Queen  Size  Beds 

•  Non-Smoking  Rooms  •  Continental  Breakfasts 

•  58  All  Ground  Floor  (Adjoining  Rooms)  •  Free  Winter  Plug-Ins 

COMMERCIAL,  SENIOR  &  GROUP  RATES 
(406)  232-3550 
1006  South  Haynes  Ave.  •  Miles  City,  MT 

I— 94  Exit  138 
^^      For  Reservations  Only 
♦♦♦  1-800-525-6303 

Major  Credit  Cards  Accepted 


1-94  At  2nd  Exit 
3  Blocks  North 

1014  S.  Haynes  Ave. 

Miles  City.  Montana 

(406)  232-3544 


•  20  Video  Poker  &  Keno 
Machines 

•  Live  Poker  &  Bingo 

•  Lotto  America 

•  Montana  Cash 

•  Tri-West  Lotto 

•  Off-Sale  Liquor 

•  Watch  Your  Favorite  Sports 
on  Our  Big  Screen  TV's 

•  Up  to  the  Minute  Scores  & 
Sports  via  Satellite 

•  Enjoy  a  Tall,  Cool  Glass  of  Our 
Locally  Brewed  Beer 

•  Simulcast  Horse  Racing 

•  Tourist  Information  Center 


Tour  the 

Milestown 

Brewing  Company 


Located  at  the 
Golden  Spur 
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General  Nelson  A.  Miles 

General  Nelson  A.  Miles,  a  very  close 
friend  of  Col.  George  Armstrong 
Custer,  had  outstanding  influence  in 
the  opening  of  the  West. 

By  his  uniquely  successful  military 
campaigns,  his  humane  negotiations 
and  post-capitulation  treatment  of  the 
various  Indian  tribes,  he  was  able  to 
establish  and  maintain  peace. 

The  World  Famous  Miles  City 
Jaycee  Bucking  Horse  Sale 

Miles  City  pays  homage  to  the  horse 
during  the  third  weekend  of  May  at  the 
Miles  City  Jaycee  Bucking  Horse  Sale, 
the  biggest  and  most  famous  annual 
event  in  Miles  City.  Rodeo  stock  con- 
tractors from  many  states  come  to 
Miles  City  to  watch  the  best  of  the  wild, 
undomesticated  horses  buck. 

The  best  horses  are  sold  in  auction, 
and  appear  in  rodeos  all  over  the 
United  States. 

Other  activities  such  as  western  bar- 
becues. Western  Art  Quick  Draw,  a 
cowboy  poet  gathering,  dancing  in  the 
streets,  and  western  parade  draw  huge 
crowds.  Early  reservations  for  accom- 
modations are  recommended.  Call  the 
MUes  City  Area  Chamber  of  Commerce 
for  more  information  (406)  232-2890. 
Range  Riders  Museum 

With  the  addition  of  the  Bert  Clark 
Gun  Collection,  the  Range  Riders 
Museum  has  truly  become  one  of  the 
finest  in  the  Northwest.  The  collection 
numbers  in  excess  of  400  pieces.  The 
collection  includes  pieces  from  the 
Revolutionary  War  era,  and  the 
firearms  used  by  the  early  settlers  and 
military  personnel.  It  also  includes 
such  exotics  as  a  set  of  duelling  pistols 


Spirited  horses  explode  from  the  chutes  at  the  Miles  City  Bucking  Horse  Sale.  Range 
horses  like  those  pictured  below  may  someday  become  prize  rodeo  stock. 

Photo  above  by  Gary  Wunderwald,  courtesy  of  Travel  Montana 

Photo  below  by  Donna  Delp 
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*  FAMILY  VALUE! 

"More-Than-A-Continental 
Breakfast" 

1-94  AT  2ND  EXIT 
3  BLOCKS  NORTH 

1015  S.HAYNES  AVE. 


•  INDOOR  HEATED  POOL 
-k  Jacuzzi  &  Sauna 
ic  Non-Smoking  Rooms 
ir  24  Hour  Switchboard 
•k  Free  Coffee  Lounge 
*  Winter  Plug-Ins 
ir  Air  Conditioned 
-k  Commercial  Rates 
ir  Fax  Machine 
k  Airport  Transportation 


'DIRECT  DIAL 
*  Touch  Tone  Phones 
-k  Color  Cable  Television 
-k  Family  Units 
-k  Close  to  Restaurants 


3  STAR    (0^^ 
RATED    ^^W 


\^estern 


'Eacti  Best  Western 

is  Independently 
owned  arid  operated* 


MILES  CITY  232-4560 
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from  Belgium  and  an  elephant  gun,  one 
of  only  eight  manufactured  and  one  of 
four  known  to  exist  today. 

The  museum  complex  is  set  on  the 
original  site  of  the  Fort  Keogh  canton- 
ment. It  has  grown  to  include  the  main 
building,  the  Clark  Gun  Collection 
Building,  Memorial  Hall,  Fort  Keogh's 
Officers  Quarters  Building,  the 
Heritage  Center,  and  an  original  log 
cabin.  Each  unit  has  its  own  story  to 
tell;  yet  each  is  a  part  of  the  overall  his- 
tory of  the  West. 

The  items  on  display  at  the  museum 
are  as  diverse  as  the  Montana  land- 
scape. It  is  a  must  that  you  stop  while 
traveling  through  the  great  state  of 
Montana.  The  time  spent,  whether  it  be 
■for  one  hour  or  one  day,  will  give  you  a 
better  insight  into  the  hardships  and 
the  adverse  conditions  the  early  day 
settlers  overcame  to  make  this  such  a 
great  country.  The  museum  is  indeed  a 
lasting  tribute  to  these  early  day  pio- 
neers. 

Custer  County  Art  Center 

Custer  County  Art  Center,  located  in 
a  park  overlooking  the  Yellowstone 
River,  is  a  non-profit  institution  provid- 
ing quaUty  visual  art  exhibits  and  pro- 
gramming. 

The  art  center  has  two  large,  elegant 
galleries  and  an  alcove  gallery,  with 
changing  exhibitions  throughout  the 
year,  from  its  permanent  collection  and 
exhibitions  from  around  the  United 
States  and  a  gift  shop. 

The  Western  Art  Roundup  and  a 
Quick  Draw  in  the  park  coincide  with 
the  Miles  City  Bucking  Horse  Sale  in 
May. 

Old  West  Photographers 

Miles  City  has  a  love  affair  with  old 
photographs  which  have  captured  the 
pioneer  lifestyles  of  stock  growers,  cav- 
alry officers  and  their  troops,  mer- 
chants and  social  life.  The  interrupted 
lifestyle  of  the  Indians  is  also  por- 


"Tum  of  the  Centunj"  Atmosphere 

ONTM^n 


612  iVL4/N 
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r^.^  MILES  CITY.  MONTANA  (--Sj 

(406)  232-5809 

Listed  on  the 
National  Historic  Register 


frayed.  Some  of  the  intrepid  early  pho- 
tographers include  favorites.  Christian 
Barthelmess,  featured  at  the  Range 
Riders  Museum;  Lady  Evelyn 
Cameron;  local  "character,"  J.  R. 
Morrison;  and  L.A.  Huffman,  whose 
photos  have  enjoyed  national  and 
international  distribution. 

These  photos  can  be  seen  at  the 
museum,  at  the  Custer  County  Art 
Center,  and  at  Riggs  Camera  and  Gifts. 
Golf  Course 

If  you're  looking  for  a  little  pleasant 
exercise  in  an  equally  pleasant  setting, 
you  can't  do  much  better  than  Miles 
City's  Town  and  Country  Club,  located 
on  the  southwest  comer  of  town  on  the 
east  banks  of  the  Tongue  River.  The 
nine-hole  course  combines  the  aesthet- 
ics of  relaxing  cottonwood-shaded 
greenery  with  contours  that  can  be  a 
challenge. 

The  club  is  open  to  the  public 
through  greens  fees,  and  its  many 
social  functions  are  often  open  to  the 
general  pubUc  as  well.  Call  for  a  tee 
time  (406)  232-1500. 

Natural  Oasis 

The  pause  that  refreshes  on  a  hot 
summer  day  is  a  dip  in  Miles  City's 
unique  outdoor  municipal  pool,  a  "nat- 
ural oasis,"  located  next  to  the  city  park 
which  is  perfect  for  picnicking  or  just 
relaxing.  Just  a  short  distance  from  the 
pool  is  a  recreation  area  which  has 
boating  facilities.  Plenty  of  fishing  sites 
may  be  found  along  the  Tongue  and 
Yellowstone  Rivers,  and  a  number  of 
reservoirs  in  the  Miles  City  area  are 
also  available  for  fishing.  A  variety  of 
other  recreational  activities  are  avail- 
able: tennis,  golf,  bowUng,  racquetball, 
movies,  and  river  floating. 

Eastern  Montana  Fair 

The  Eastern  Montana  Fair  is  a  four- 
day  event  beginning  in  August. 
Attractions  include  rodeos,  tractor 
pulls,  demolition  derby,  plus  commer- 


cial exhibits  and  a  carnival.  Many  other 
special  activities  wHl  be  taking  place  in 
the  '95  Eastern  Montana  Fair. 
Accommodations 

Miles  City  has  17  restaurants,  includ- 
ing both  sit-down  and  fast  food  types, 
two  supper  clubs,  and  four  lunch  coun- 
ters. The  eating  establishments  are  con- 
veniently located  in  three  areas: 
Downtown,  Haynes  Avenue  and 
Valley  Drive  East. 

Overnight  lodging  is  available  in  the 
same  areas.  There  are  10  hotels /motels 
with  a  total  of  458  units,  as  well  as  a 
campground  facility  located  on  either 
end  of  town. 

Tour  Loops 

Tour  loop  suggestions  and  directions 
to  explore  the  cultural  and  historic  sites 
in  and  around  Miles  City  are  available 
in  the  Miles  City  Visitors  Guide,  avail- 
able free  at  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
(located  downtown,  406-232-2890)  and 
from  local  businesses.  The  guide  also 
has  maps  and  brief  histories  of  sites 
and  highlights  v^dlife  viev^g  areas. 

1995  Miles  City  Events 

April:  Springfest 21-22 

Western  Art  Roundup 27-July  9 

May:  Jaycee  Bucking  Horse  Sale  ..19-21 

QuickDraw  and  Art  Auction 20 

June:  Hot  Air  Balloon  Roundup... 23-24 
Fort  Keogh  Days 

Encampment June  30-July  2 

July:  Fireworks 4 

Bill  Newhouse  Legion  Baseball 

Tourney 5-9 

Classic  Car  Club  Show 8 

Highland  Festival 29 

Aug:  Eastern  MT  Fair 24-27 

Fall:  20th  Annual  Art  Auction 

Exhibit Aug.  31-Sept.  30 

Ram  Sale Sept.  13 

POW-MIA  Reunion Sept.  22-24 

Art  Auction Sept.  30 

Parade  of  Lights Nov.  24 

Christmas  Market Dec.  2-3 


Gas 

'  Diesel 

'  Groceries 

'  Montana 
Souvenirs 

'  Truck  Parts 
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FLYING 

Car& 
Truck  Stop 

1-94,  BAKER  EXIT 
OPEN  24  HOURS 
7  DAYS  A  WEEK 

(406)  232-4121  —  Miles  City 


^ 


FLYING  J 
RESTAURANT 

Menu  Served  24  Hours  A  Day 
•  Dally  Specials  • 

Fast,  Friendly,  Courteous  Service 
Come  In  Anytime 

Miles  City,  Montana 
I  -  90  &  1-94 
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Try  Your  Luck! 

Gambling  is  legal  in  Montana 


Montana  has  legalized  limited 
gambling,  including  machine 
poker  and  keno,  live  card 
games  and  bingo.  As  a  visitor  to  Custer 
Country,  you  will  find  many  friendly 
taverns,  clubs  and  casinos  that  offer  the 
unique  opportunity  to  step  back  in  time 
and  try  your  luck! 

Five-card  draw,  seven-card  stud,  and 
hold-'em  are  the  most  popular  live 
poker  games  in  the  area.  There  is  a  $300 
pot  limit  on  the  stakes. 

Video  poker  pits  player  against 
machine  in  a  game  of  five-card  draw. 
Most  machines  take  quarters,  but  many 
businesses  have  nickel  machines,  too. 
After  placing  a  bet,  the  player  is  dealt 
five  cards  on  the  screen.  The  player 


Qaddicry 

QuofitY  ^Western  <Wcar  for 

y\[i  Sizes  and  \[i  A^cs 


•BOOTS  •HATS 

•  CLOTHING  •  TACK 

•  ACCESSORIES 

•SOUVENIRS 

808  Main 
Miles  City,  MT  59301 

(406)232-2512 


then  has  the  chance  to  discard  in  order 
to  improve  the  hand.  Winning  hands 
are  possible  through  a  variety  of  com- 
binations. Machines  vary,  some  includ- 
ing "jacks  or  better"  payoffs  and  some 
adding  a  "wUd  card."  The  pay-off  is 
from  1  to  50  times  the  bet  to  a  maxi- 
mum of  $100  on  a  quarter  bet.  Up  to 
eight  quarters  may  be  played  on  a  bet. 
Keno  is  also  legal  in  both  live  and 
video  versions.  The  game  of  keno,  orig- 
inally a  form  of  Chinese  bingo,  is  based 
on  random  numbers.  After  placing  a 
bet,  the  player  picks  from  1  to  10  num- 
bers out  of  80.  By  computer,  the 
machine  randomly  selects  and  marks 
20  numbers  on  the  screen.  Payouts  are 
made  according  to  how  many  of  the 


player's  numbers  match  the  machine's 
numbers.  The  maximum  pay-off  is  up 
to  $800,  again  based  on  the  amount 
wagered. 

All  gambling  machines  are  moni- 
tored by  the  Montana  Department  of 
Justice  and  guarantee  an  80%  or  better 
winning  pay-out.  Many  establishments 
also  offer  bingo.  Pari-mutuel  horse  rac- 
ing, whether  it  is  live  or  is  simulcast- 
beamed  by  satellite,  is  also  legal  in 
Montana.  The  state  produces  a  lottery 
with  $1  tickets  available  through  retail 
outlets.  Changing  games  add  to  the 
excitement  of  the  lottery.  Montana 
Cash  Lottery  is  a  state  lottery.  A  $1  tick- 
et lets  the  player  choose  two  panels  of 
five  numbers.  Matching  3  out  of  5  pays 
$5,  4  out  of  5  pays  $200,  5  out  of  5  wins 
the  jackpot.  The  jackpot  starts  at 
$20,000  and  $10,000  or  more  is  added 
each  week  until  it's  won.  (The  state's 
earnings  help  fund  education.)  The 
state  also  participates  in  Tri-  West  Lotto 
and  Powerball  lottery  with  other  states. 
The  Powerball  stakes  are  worth  mil- 
lions. Six  numbers  are  drawn  every 
Saturday  and  Wednesday  night. 

So,  pardner,  you're  legal  to  try  your 
luck  at  these  games  while  you  are  in 
Montana  and  Custer  Country. 

Good  luck!. ..and  that's  no  bluff! 
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PAST 


PROGRESSIVE 
FUTURE 


WELCOA'iES  YOU  70 
A  X'JESTERM  EXFE.RIENCEI 


•  Good  Accommodations 

•  Custer  Country  Art  Center 

•  Swimming  -  A  "Natural  Oasis" 

•  Trophy  Deer  &  Antelope  Hunting 

•  City  Parks 

•  Home  of  the  World  Famous  Bucking  Horse  Sale 

•  Historic  Huffman  &  Barthelmess  Photo  Galleries 

...and  Much  More 
Call  or  Write  for  Further  Information: 
901  Main  Street  •  Miles  City,  Montana  59301  •  (406)  232-2890 


•  Easy  Access  from  1-94 

•  Range  Riders  Museum 

•  Cattle  Drives 

•  Rock  Hunting 
Friendly  Merchants 
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FORSYTH 
WELCOMES  YOU 


Take  a  Look  at  Our  Town! 

•Rosebud  Recreation  Area  - 

Boat  Docks,  Camping,  Fishing 
•Community  Swimming  Pool 
•City  of  Forsyth  Golf  &  Country  Club 
•Rosebud  County  Museum 
•Over  120  Businesses  to  Serve  You 
•Over  200  Hotel  Rooms 
•Dozen  Eating  Establishments 
•Four  City  Parks 
•Tennis  Courts 

Forsyth  Area  Chamber  of 

Commerce  &  Agriculture 

Box  448 

Forsyth,  MT  59327 

(406)  356-2123 


WESTWIND  ^ 

MOTOR  INN 


Forsyth's  Newest  82, 
Finest 

Conveniently  located  off 

1-94  at  Exit  93 

Forsyth,  MT  59327 

•  SHOWTIME 

•  Airport  Transportation 

•  Courtesy  Continental 
Breakfast 

•  All  Major  Credit  Cards 

•  Snacks  &  Video 
Games  in  Entry 

•  Winter  Plug-ins 

•  Non-Smoking  Rooms 

M.J.  Callen,  Mgr.      (406)  356-2038 


"For  the  Rest  of  Your  Life' 


*  Non-Smoking  Rooms 

*  Queen  Beds 
*  Color  Cable  TV 

*  Touch  Tone  Phones 
*  Continental  Breakfast  Included 

*  Kitchenettes 

For  Reservations: 
1-800-548-3442 

Your  Hosts 
Dan  &  Diane  Mumion 

(406)  356-2771 

810  Front  Street 
Forsyth,  Montana  59327 


B^ 


RAILS  INN 

MOTEL 
CAFE  &  LOUNGE 

BUDGET  I^TES 

%M\  Queen  Beds 

^Spa 

"I  Truck  Parking 

^  Color  Cable  TV 

^  Family  Restaurant 
Daily  Specials 

Most  Credit  Cards  Accepted 

24  Hour  Desk 

356-2242 

1-800-621-3754 

3rd  &  Front 
Forsyth,  Montana 


SPEEDWAY 
DINER 

"We  Buift  our  pride 
on  cfiic(<^n  fried" 

EVERYDAY  Enoy  Our 

/  FRESH  BAKED  CARAMEL  ROLLS 
/  HOMEMADE  BAGELS  &  COOKIES 
/  SALAD  BAR 
/  BREAD  PUDDING 


"'Wfiere  (Brea/^fast  is  Served 
M 'Day  Long" 

-Open  24  Hours- 

(Dozvntozvn  Jorsytfi 
811  Main  356-7987 
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History 

Abounds  In 

This  Important 

'PortOfCalV 

On  The  Banks 

Of  The  Mighty 

Yellowstone 


Ranching  operations  involve  all  hands  at  spring  branding  and  vaccinating  time.  The 
early-day  practice  of  branding  identifies  the  owner  of  the  cattle.  It  helps  get  stray  calves 
back  to  their  rightful  owners. 

Donna  Delp  Photo 
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Forsyth 


Forsyth,  the  county  seat  of 
Rosebud  County,  is  a  congenial 
city  of  about  2,500  friendly 
folks.  Located  on  the  banks  of  the 
Yellowstone  River  at  the  junction  of  I- 
94  and  U.S.  Highway  12,  Forsyth  was 
founded  in  1880  and  officially  named 
when  the  post  office  and  Northern 
Pacific  Railroad  were  established  there 
in  1882.  The  town  was  named  after 
General  James  H.  Forsyth,  the  first  U.S. 
Army  officer  to  land  by  steamer  at  the 
site  of  the  present  town. 

Lewis  and  Clark  Trail 
In  the  exploration  of  the  great 
Northwest  Territory,  Capt.  William 
Clark  passed  through  Rosebud  County 
on  July  28,  1806  en  route  down  the 
Yellowstone  River  to  meet  Meriwether 
Lewis,  who  was  traveling  down  the 
Missouri  River.  Forsyth  is  located  along 
what  is  known  as  the  Lewis  and  Clark 
Trail. 

Top  Notch  Hunting 
If  hunting  and  fishing  spark  your 
fancy,  the  Forsyth  area  will  certainly 


appeal  to  you.  Big  game  hunting 
includes  trophy  antelope  as  weU  as 
mule  deer  and  whitetail  deer. 

Upland  birds?  You  bet!  Through  the 
cooperation  of  Montana's  Department 
of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks  and  area 
landowners,  a  few  minutes  in  your 
vehicle  puts  you  smack  dab  in  the  mid- 
dle of  ducks,  geese,  pheasants,  grouse, 
partridges  and  wUd  turkeys. 

Small  Town  Comforts 

Forsyth  provides  the  comforts  of 
friendly  small-town  living,  along  with 
recreation  that  only  Montana  can  offer. 
The  friendly  people  of  Forsyth  invite 
you  to  visit,  live,  and  play  in  southeast- 
em  Montana,  in  Custer  Country. 
Custer  Was  Here 

Near  the  town  of  Rosebud,  just  nine 
mUes  east  of  Forsyth,  is  the  spot  where 
General  Custer  camped  at  the  mouth  of 
Rosebud  Creek  before  traveling  up  that 
creek  on  his  way  to  the  Little  Bighorn  in 
his  ill-fated  campaign  against  the 
Indians.  His  trek  to  the  Little  Bighorn 
(formerly  Custer)  Battlefield,  100  miles 


south  of  Forsyth,  is  marked,  showing 
some  of  the  embattlements  from  his 
Indian  skirmishes. 

Interested  in  Recreation? 

A  variety  of  recreational  opportuni- 
ties is  available  in  the  Forsyth  area. 
Parks  provide  activities  including  foot- 
ball, track,  baseball  and  softball  fields, 
playgrounds,  picnic  areas,  swimming 
and  wading  pools,  bathroom  facilities, 
covered  grandstands  and  grassy  play 
areas.  There  are  also  ice  skating  rinks, 
tourist  parks,  lighted  tennis  courts  and 
racquetball  facilities. 

Boating  and  fishing  excitement  flow 
with  the  wide  Yellowstone  River,  right 
next  to  Forsyth.  Two  state  parks  give 
access  to  the  river,  with  plenty  of  camp- 
ing and  picnic  space. 

In  winter,  cross-country  skiing  and 
snowmobiling  are  popular  in  the 
Forsyth  area,  and  downhill  skiing  in 
the  mountains  is  only  three  hours 
away. 

Golf  Anyone? 

About  a  mile  and  a  half  west  of 
Forsyth  is  the  Forsyth  Country  Club 
with  its  beautiful  nine-hole  golf  course 
with  well-maintained  fairways  and 
greens,  along  with  sand  traps  and 
water  hazards  to  test  your  skills. 
Agate  Hunting 

The  surrounding  area  abounds  in 
agates.  The  Montana  moss  agates  are 
modules  of  gray,  translucent  chal- 
cedony which,  when  cut  and  polished, 
are  seen  to  contain  small  manganese 
dendrites    of    pleasing    appearance. 
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Forsyth  Country  Club  Golf  Course  is  a  challenging  nine  hole  course.  Visitors  are  welcome 
and  are  encouraged  to  call  ahead  for  tee  times. 

Roger  Vraa  Photo 


Enthusiastic  agate  hunters  visit  the 
Yellowstone  River  banks  each  year, 
and  lapidary  work  is  the  hobby  of 
many. 

Pioneer  Museum 

Situated  next  to  the  courthouse  is  the 
Rosebud  County  Pioneer  Museum 
which  you  may  visit  for  a  glimpse  of 
the  past,  including  items  used  by  early 
settlers,  and  many  pictures  of  things 
and  people  as  they  were  "in  the  olden 
days." 

Hours:  First  week  of  May,  9  a.m.  to  1 
p.m.;  second  week  of  May  to 
September  15,  9  a.m.  to  7  p.m.  Monday 
thru  Saturday,  1  p.m.  to  7  p.m. 
Sundays. 

Sizzling  Summer  Fun 

Summertime  is  when  Forsyth  really 
kicks  up  its  heels. 

The  first  major  summer  event  is 
Forsyth  Rodeo  Days,  which  will  be 
held  June  2-4  in  1995.  Team  roping  is 
held  the  first  day,  followed  by  two 
action-packed  days  of  NRA  sanctioned 
rodeo.  To  top  it  off,  leading  bull  riders 
from  the  northern  area  compete  in  the 
exciting  "Bullmania"  event.  The  Rodeo 
Days  Parade  is  held  Saturday  morning 
at  11  a.m. 

In  late  July,  the  Yellowstone  River 
Duck  Festival  features  eastern 
Montana's  original  rubber  duck  race, 
plus  a  downtown  street  dance  with  live 
country  music.  It's  a  shindig  you 
shouldn't  miss! 
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August  brings  the  Rosebud-Treasure 
County  Fair — four  days  of  rodeo, 
exhibits,  carnival,  dancing  and  fun, 
topped  off  with  a  demoUtion  derby  and 
big-name  entertainment. 

Down  to  Business 

While  oil,  coal,  and  lumbering  are 
among  the  top  industries  in  the  area, 
dryland  and  irrigated  farming  are 
prominent,  and  the  raising  of  beef  cat- 
tle and  good  quality  horses  ranks 
among  the  top  activities  in  the  area. 
Thousands  of  cattle  are  shipped  to  mar- 
ket from  this  area  annually.  Many  hors- 
es are  trained  and  shown  throughout 
the  northwest. 

Sheep  and  wool  are  also  of  economic 
importance  in  the  county. 

Forsyth  can  accommodate  the  travel- 
er in  all  needs,  having  hotels,  motels,  a 
variety  of  cafes  and  restaurants,  a  the- 
atre, a  modem,  fully  equipped  hospital, 
doctors,  dentists,  optometrists  and  a 
chiropractor.  The  emergency  medical 
service  personnel  are  highly  trained 
and  equipped.  There  are  gas  stations, 
grocery  and  clothing  stores,  pharmacy, 
flower  shop,  crafts  shop,  and  a  variety 
of  gift  shops.  Tillitt  Field,  located  three 
miles  east  of  Forsyth,  is  a  county  oper- 
ated airport  with  terminal  service. 

National  Register  Building 

The  Rosebud  County  Courthouse, 
located  in  Forsyth,  is  a  neoclassical, 
three-story  building,  capped  with  an 
ornate  copper  dome.  It  is  listed  in  the 


National  Register  of  Historic  Places. 
The  top  floor  of  the  courthouse,  includ- 
ing the  courtroom,  is  decorated  with 
murals  and  stained  glass.  Directly 
under  the  copper  dome,  in  the  ceUing 
of  the  foyer,  is  a  large,  circular,  stained- 
glass  window.  This  courthouse  is  not 
your  run-of-the-mill  public  building, 
and  is  well  worth  a  stop  to  view. 

Rosebud  County 

Rosebud  County,  established  in  1901, 
is  the  third  largest  county  in  the  fourth 
largest  state  in  the  U.S.  It  is  more  than 
four  times  the  size  of  the  state  of  Rhode 
Island. 

In  the  southern  portion  of  the  county 
is  the  Northern  Cheyenne  Reservation 
with  a  population  of  3,100.  The 
Cheyennes  are  "The  Morning  Star 
People." 

Also  of  interest  in  the  county  are  St. 
Labre  Indian  School  at  Ashland,  and 
Colstrip,  the  site  of  one  of  the  largest 
strip  coal  mines  in  the  state. 

In  the  town  of  Rosebud,  a  site  of 
interest  is  a  non-denominational 
church  which  is  the  oldest  continuous- 
ly operating  church  in  the  state. 

Far  West  State  Recreation  Area:  1 
mile  north  of  Rosebud  on  Secondary 
446,  then  1  /2  mile  west  on  county  road. 

Rosebud  State  Recreation  Area  (East 
Unit):  1-94  at  Forsyth,  east  exit,  then 
north  to  Yellowstone  River. 

Rosebud  State  Recreation  Area 
(West  Unit):  west  of  Forsyth  on  U.S.  12, 
south  end  of  Yellowstone  River  Bridge, 
milepost  270,  boat  ramp  and  access. 

1995  Events  in  Forsyth 

May:  May  Day  Golf  Tourney 6-7 

June:  Ladies  Bud  Light  Golf 1-3 

Forsyth  Rodeo  Days  (NRA) 2-4 

Rodeo  Days  Parade 3 

Mayor's  Cup  Run  (5K,  lOK) 10 

Rocky  Mountain  Oyster  Open  Golf 
Tournament 16-18 


Shy  Ann's 

An  Extensive 
Selection  of  Montana 
•Art 

•  Jewelry 

•  Authors 

•  Gourmet  Products 

(406)  356-2696  927  Main 

Forsyth,  MT  59327 


Appreciation  Day  Sti-eet  Dance 

and  Barbecue 17 

Matthew  Quigley  Shoot 18 

July:  Tavern  GoH  Tourney 1 

Seniors  Golf  Tourney 22 

BN  RaikoadDay  TBA 

Yellowstone  R.  Duck  Festival 22 

August  Rosebud-Treasure  County  Fair 

3-6 

Rosebud  Health  Care  Center  Charity 

Golf  Tourney 5 

Forsyth  City  Golf  Tourney 12-13 

Farmers  Market 26 

Jack's  IGA  Golf  Tourney 27 

Sept:  Farmers  Market 9 

Lions  Club  Golf  Tourney 10 

Country  Club  Calcutta 16-17 

Nov:  Christmas  Walk 24 

Dec:  Holiday  Basketball  Toumey.29-31 


The  rodeo  stock  is  tough  at  Forsyth  Rodeo 
Days.  This  saddle  bronc  rider  has  drawn  a 
horse  that  will  give  him  a  high  scoring  ride...  if 
he  Ccin  stay  aboard  for  eight  seconds! 

Cathy  Byron  Photo 


^p,GON  WH^^^ 


CAMPSITE 

^  12  Full  Hookups 
if  6  Electrical  Hookups 
^10  Spaces  (no  hookups) 
if  Tent  Space 
ir  Bath  House 


Highway  1-94 

Exit  95 

1/4  Mi.  South 


Forsyth,  MT. 
(406)  356-7982 
(406)  356-2454 


Classic  Rodeo  Competition 
Always  The  First  Weekend  in  June. 


For  the  Beary  Best  Food  &  Service 


Not  Just 

a  Pizza  Place 

anymore. 

Pizza,  Finger  Steaks, 

Chicken  Strips, 

Breasted  Chicken, 

Bread  Bowl  Salads, 

(chicken,  crab  &  shrimp) 

Philly  Sandwiches, 

P6PJ5I 

Plus  Much  More!!! 

"Daily  Lunch  Specials" 
Game  Room  for  Kids 

1425  Front  Street 
Forsyth,  MT 
356-7181 


Custer  Country  Vacation  Guide — 1 995 — Page  55 


Images  of  Forsyth:  Histonc  courthouse,  pronghorn  antelope,  scenic  Yellowstone  River 

Photos  courtesy  of  Joe  Wilson  (Yellowstone);  Fish,  Wildlife  &  Parks  (pronghorn);  and  Connie  Wanner  (courthouse) 
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Cheyenne 
Traditions 


The  Cheyenne  Indians  hunted  the  animals  of 
the  plains,  then  used  the  original  "natural  fab- 
rics" to  make  rawhide  garments.  Quills  and 
feathers  adorned  the  tanned  hides.  Beads, 
brought  by  the  westward  moving  White  Man, 
became  an  artistic  medium  in  the  creative 
hands  of  the  Cheyennes.  Colorful  geometric 
patterns  were  created  bead  by  bead.  The  gar- 
ments are  worn  at  ceremonial  events.  Lame 
Deer,  MT  is  headquarters  for  the  Northern 
Cheyenne  Tribe. 


Ardena  Whitesheild,  above,  shows  samples 
of  Cheyenne  bead  and  quill  work  on  buckskin 

St.  Labre  Indian  School  at  Ashland,  MT 
serves  the  Northern  Cheyenne,  Crow,  and  Fort 
Belknap  Indian  Reservations  at  four  schools. 
At  right  is  Father  Emmett  holding  a  smiling 
student. 

Besides  school  work,  students  enjoy  activi- 
ties, games  and  horseback  riding.  The  school 
gives  tours. 

Below,  Jimmie  Little  Coyote  stands  with  a 
pinto  horse,  draped  in  ceremonial  beaded 
buckskin.  The  display  is  part  of  the  Ten  Bears 
Gallery  and  Museum  at  the  St.  Labre  School, 
which  is  open  to  the  public. 
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Wohehiv 

The  Morning  Star 

Shines  Brightly  On  The 

Cheyenne  Reservation 


The  Morning  Star  design  is  the 
official  emblem  of  the 
Northern  Cheyenne  Tribe.  The 
origin  of  this  design  is  lost  in  antiquity, 
but  it  has  always  carried  a  very  special 
meaning  down  through  the  genera- 
tions. For  the  Cheyennes,  the  Morning 
Star  "lights  the  morning  sky  and  shines 
more  brightly  than  the  other  stars."  It 
has  a  different  color.  The  Cheyennes 
often  pray  when  they  see  this  star  early 
in  the  morning  sky.  It  has  its  own  name 
in  the  Cheyenne  language:  WOHEHIV. 

The  Morning  Star  design  is  used  as 
the  trademark  on  craft  items  as  well  as 
being  the  officially  recorded  brand  of 
the  Cheyenne  cattle  herd. 

The  444,525  acre  Northern  Cheyenne 
Reservation  is  in  Rosebud  and  Big 
Horn  Counties,  extending  from  the 
Crow  Reservation  eastward  to  the 
Tongue  River.  It  is  not  checker-boarded 
with  non-Indian  land  as  are  most  reser- 
vations in  this  area.  About  20  percent  of 
the  Indian  famiUes  live  in  the  rural  area 
along  the  streams  and  rivers.  The 
remainder  are  concentrated  principally 
in  four  small  towns  in  the  area. 
Lame  Deer 

Lame  Deer  is  headquarters  for  the 
tribe  and  the  site  of  the  offices  of  the 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs.  The  Northern 
Cheyenne  annual  pow  wow  takes  place 
every  July  4th,  with  competitive  Indian 
dancing  contests,  parades,  etc.  Places 
are  available  to  camp,  and  photogra- 
phy is  encouraged. 

The  Northern  Cheyenne  Arts  and 
Crafts  Center  features  Cheyenne-made 
crafts,  such  as  moccasins,  belts,  jewelry 
and  other  beaded  gifts,  souvenirs  and 
decorator  items.  The  Craft  Center  is 
located  on  the  eastern  edge  of  Lame 
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Deer,  along  Highway  212. 

Cheyenne  Depot  Makes  History 

The  first  tribally  owned  converuence 
store  in  Montana  opened  in  June 
1988 — the  Cheyenne  Depot.  This  thriv- 
ing business  provides  a  means  of 
employment  for  tribal  members. 

For  campers.  Lame  Deer  has  the  Ha 
Ho  Campground,  located  just  one  mile 
east  of  town  on  Highway  212. 

Native  American  History 

In  the  Lame  Deer  Cemetery  are  the 
graves  of  Chief  DuU  Knife  (also  known 
as  "Morning  Star")  and  Chief  Little 
Wolf,  who  together  historically  led  a 
small  band  of  Northern  Cheyenne 
Indians  back  to  the  homeland  from 
exile  in  the  Indian  lands  of  Oklahoma, 
following  the  tribe's  participation  in 
the  Battle  of  the  Little  Bighorn. 

Lame  Deer  is  also  the  home  of  Dull 
Knife  Memorial  College. 

Annual  Northern  Cheyenne 
Pow  Wow 

Put  this  date  on  your  calendar —  July 
1-4,  1995.  You  won't  want  to  miss  the 
traditional  Pow  Wow  held  in  Lame 
Deer  every  year  at  this  time.  There  wdll 
be  the  Princess  Contest  (all  princesses 
welcome),  dance  contests  in  all  cate- 
gories, parades  and  grand  entries. 
Gourd  dancing  is  held  daily,  and 
rations  and  feasting  are  always  part  of 
the  festivities.  All  drums,  dancers  and 
singers  are  welcome.  For  more  infor- 
mation, contact  the  Tribal  Secretary, 
(406)  477-6284. 

Other  Dates  of  Pow  Wows: 
Lame  Deer  Memorial  Pow  Wow  & 

Rodeo — Memorial  Day  Weekend 
Lame  Deer  Pow  Wow — ^July  1-4 
Ashland  Labor  Day  Pow  Wow — Sept. 

2,3,4 


Veteran's  Day — Nov. 

Pow  Wow,  Lame  Deer 
Busby  Christmas  Pow  Wow — 

Dec.  24-26 
Lame  Deer  New  Year's  Pow  Wow — 

Dec.  31-Jan.  2 

For  additional  information  on 
Cheyenne  culture,  crafts  and  events, 
contact  the  Northern  Cheyenne 
Chamber  of  Commerce  at  (406)  477- 
8844  or  write  them  at  Box  328,  Lame 
Deer,  MT  59043. 

Busby,  Two  Moon  Monument 

In  1993,  an  historic  reburial  was  held 
in  Busby,  bringing  home  the  remains  of 
ten  men,  five  women,  and  two  children 
who  had  died  about  116  years  ago  dur- 
ing the  Indian  Wars.  The  remains  had 
been  in  the  possession  of  museums  at 
Harvard's  Peabody  Museum,  the 
National  Museum  of  Health  and 
Medicine  and  at  the  Smithsonian 
Institution's  Museum  of  Natural 
History. 

The  "museum  burials"  were  the 
result  of  an  1880s  Army  directive 
ordering  military  surgeons  to  collect 
the  skeletal  remains  of  Indians  killed  in 
battle  in  order  to  gauge  the  baUistic 
effectiveness  of  new  Army  carbines 
and  to  study  Indian  subcultures.  A  fed- 
eral law  was  passed  in  1990  that 
allowed  the  return  of  the  bones  to  their 
homelands  for  burial. 

The  remains  were  buried  in  a  circle 
near  the  Two  Moon  Monument  on 
Highway  212. 

The  Chief  Two  Moon  Monument  at 
Busby  was  buUt  in  1936  by  an  Indian 
trader,  Monicure,  in  memory  of  Chief 
Two  Moon  who  participated  in  the 
Battle  of  the  Little  Bighorn. 
Ashland 

At  Ashland,  21  miles  east  of  Lame 
Deer,  are  the  St.  Labre  Mission  and  the 
Cheyenne  Indian  Museum.  Take  the 
time  to  visit  these  two  attractions,  locat- 
ed side-by-side  on  the  edge  of  Ashland. 


Free  tours  of  the  mission  and  museum 
are  available. 

Located  on  Highway  212,  the  short- 
est route  between  the  Black  HiQs  and 
Yellowstone  Park,  Ashland  is  an  ideal 
spot  to  take  a  break.  It  has  the 
Cheyenne  Reservation  on  one  side  and 
a  beautiful  segment  of  Custer  National 
Forest  on  the  other.  The  town  has  trav- 
eler comforts  —  motel,  cafe,  groceries, 
propane  fUl-ups,  antique  shops,  and  a 
bank.  Authentic  beadwork  is  available, 
as  well  as  beads  and  other  craft  materi- 
als. 

Ashland  can  also  be  reached  from  I- 
90  at  Exit  510.  Just  exit  at  Little  Bighorn 
Battlefield,  at  the  Highway  212  junc- 
tion. 

Rural  Experiences 

Exciting  days  and  nights  on  a  work- 
ing ranch,  horseback  riding  and  cattie 
drives  are  some  of  the  western  oppor- 
tunities for  fun  offered  by  farm  and 
ranch  operations  in  the  Ashland  area. 
See  page  63  for  a  list  of  contact  names 
and  phone  numbers. 

Reservation  History 

After  the  Northern  Cheyennes 
helped  defeat  Custer  in  1876,  their  pur- 
suit eventually  caused  them  to  be 
detained  in  Oklahoma  Indian  Territory. 
Sick  and  hungry,  determined  to  return 
to  their  homeland,  on  Sept.  7,  1878  the 
Cheyennes  under  Dull  Knife  (also 
called  Morning  Star)  and  Little  Wolf 
escaped.  Pursued  in  the  rear,  intercept- 
ed on  their  way,  these  determined  peo- 
ple fought,  froze  and  starved  to  death 
to  reach  home.  An  executive  order  on 
Nov.  26, 1884  finally  set  aside  a  tract  of 
country  for  the  Northern  Cheyennes  in 
Montana. 

St  Labre  Indian  School 

In  1883,  a  soldier.  Private  George 
Yoakam,  stationed  at  Fort  Keogh  near 
MUes  City,  recognized  the  hard  times 
experienced  by  the  Northern 
Cheyennes.  He  contacted  Bishop 
Brondel  and  told  him  of  the  Indian  peo- 
ple who  were  roaming  the  Tongue 
River  Valley  without  homes  or  land. 
Land  was  purchased  by  the  Bishop  in 
the  Tongue  River  Valley  and  on  March 


CUSTER'S 
LAST  CAMP 

Busby,  MT  59016  on  Hwy  212 

26  miles  from  the  Battlefield 

•  Convenience  Store 

•  Lunch  Counter 

•  Camping  •  Gas 

SEE  WORLD'S  LARGEST  TEEPEE 


29,  1884,  St.  Labre  Indian  School 
became  a  reality.  Four  UrsuUne  Sisters 
from  Toledo,  Ohio,  responded  to  the 
bishop's  request  for  priests  and  nuns. 

St.  Labre  Indian  School  made  a  hum- 
ble beginning  with  the  construction  of  a 
log  cabin  school  operated  by  the 
Sisters.  This  three-room  cabin  served  as 
residence,  school  and  dormitory,  as 
well  as  the  church.  Today  St.  Labre  pro- 
vides accredited  K-12  education  to  750 
children  at  four  different  locations. 
Beyond  educational  programs,  St. 
Labre  provides  group  homes  for  chil- 
dren from  broken  homes,  college  schol- 
arships, business  investments  to  pro- 
mote employment,  alcohol  rehabilita- 
tion, cultural  studies  and  many  com- 
munity programs. 

St.  Labre  depends  completely  on  pri- 
vate donations  for  its  many  programs. 
Without  federal  or  church  funds,  many 
friends  all  over  the  United  States  "keep 
the  miracle  alive." 


Chief  Lame  Deer's  tomb. 


TNT  QUJXSTOt^ 

^.4\   The  DYNAMITE  4^,^ 

V^^    Convenience  Store!    ^ 

GAS  •  RESTAURANT  •  DELI 

GROCERIES  •  BEER  •  WINE 

CONOCO  PRODUCTS 

•  Visitor  Information  • 

Hwy.  212  in  Ashland,  Montana 


Western  8  Motd 

*  Air  Conditioned  * 

•  TV* 

*  Gas  &  Convenience  Store  * 

Cleat  &  Geri  Stevenson 
Ashland,  MT  59003    (406)  784--2400 


I 


LAME  DEER 
TRADING,  INC. 


BOX  35  •  LAME  DEER,  MT  59043 
Phone:  (406)  477-6281 
FAX:  (406)  477-8401 


Founded  1878 

Over  one  hundred  years 
of  friendly  service 


-  Open  Daily  - 

Mon-Fri  8:00  am-7:00  pm 

Saturday         8:00  am-6:00  pm 
Sunday  9:00  am-3:00  pm 

PUBLIC  FAX  SERVICES 

TRAVELERS  CHECKS 

INFORMATION 

WESTERN  UNION 

GROCERIES 

MEAT 

PRODUCE 

PICNIC  SUPPLIES 


CAMPING  SUPPLIES 
HARDWARE 


® 


&iMI^ 


CLOTHING 

BEADWORK  & 

SUPPLIES 
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A  familiar  landmark  on  the  Highway  39-212  route  to  the  Little  Bighorn  Battlefield  is  the  Montana  Power  Plant  complex. 


£.  /.  McNicol  Photo 


The  Town  That  Coal  Built 


I  Montana  I 

v3 


Colstrip 


Colstrip,  Montana,  was  bom  in 
1924  when  the  Northern 
Pacific  Railroad  started  min- 
ing coal  nearby  for  fuel  for  their  steam 
locomotives.  They  had  engines  called 
Mallets  that  puUed  freight  trains  over 
the  Rockies  and  Cascades.  These 
freight  trains  were  a  mile  long  and  con- 
sumed a  lot  of  fuel.  Forty-four  million 
tons  of  coal  were  produced  before  the 
diesel  locomotives  took  over  in  1958. 

The  Montana  Power  Company  pur- 
chased the  coal  leases  in  1959  from  the 
Northern  Pacific  and  with  this  they 
acquired  the  mining  machinery  and 
Colstrip  town  site. 

A  subsidiary  of  Montana  Power  Co., 
Western  Energy  Co.,  started  mining  the 
coal  in  1968.  At  this  time  Colstrip  had 
63  houses,  a  school,  two  churches,  a 
grain  elevator,  and  a  few  buUdings  left 
from  the  early  days. 

Construction  of  Colstrip  Power 
Plants  1  and  2  started  in  the  fall  of  1971, 
bringing  work  to  eastern  Montana  and 
growing  pains  to  Colstrip.  Nearly  $315 
mUUon  was  spent  on  these  units,  not 
including  the  $35  milUon  for  the  steel 
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tower  transmission  lines.  Construction 
on  Colstrip  Units  3  and  4  began  in  1979, 
at  a  cost  of  $1.8  bUUon. 

Now  in  Colstrip,  you'U  find  lovely 
homes,  townhouses  and  duplex  units; 
playgrounds  and  parks  are  in  every 
neighborhood.  The  school  and  recre- 
ational facilities  are  superb.  There  are 
baseball  and  ice  skating  complexes,  a 
swimming  pool,  tennis  courts,  wading 
pools,  basketball  courts,  bike  paths,  tot 
lots,  stores,  bowling  lanes  and  a  movie 
theater. 

Free  Tours 

At  the  Colstrip  Visitor  Center,  video 
tapes  explain  some  of  the  history  of 
Colstrip,  the  operation  of  a  coal-fired 
power  plant  and  the  workings  of  an 
open-pit  coal  mine.  Visitor  Center 
hours  are  as  follows:  Memorial  Day  to 
Labor  Day,  Mon.-Fri.  8  a.m.-5  p.m.; 
Labor  Day  to  Memorial  Day,  Mon.-Fri. 
10  a.m.-3:00  p.m.  Tours  are  available  to 
the  Rosebud  open-pit  coal  mine  on  a 
daily  basis,  with  the  Colstrip  Visitor 
Center  furnishing  both  the  guide  and 
the  transportation  at  no  charge. 
Reservations  are  suggested  during  the 
summer.   Call  (406)  748-5046  during 


regular  business  hours.  Tours  at  Big 
Sky  Mine  are  available  by  appoint- 
ment. CaU  (406)  748-2321. 

Annual  Few  Wow 

Colstrip  is  located  on  the  way  to  and 
from  the  Black  HUls  of  South  Dakota;  is 
on  the  route  to  Yellowstone  Park;  is 
only  a  1-1/2  hour  drive  from  Pompeys 
Pillar  (another  national  landmark). 
Two  Indian  reservations — the  Crow 
and  the  Northern  Cheyenne — are  locat- 
ed south  of  Colstrip. 

Don't  miss  the  Annual  Northern 
Cheyenne  Pow  Wow  at  Lame  Deer, 
Montana,  25  miles  south  of  Colstrip, 
the  4th  of  July  weekend. 

Lake,  Camping,  Airstrip 

On  the  northwest  edge  of  Colstrip  is 
Castle  Rock  Lake,  where  swimming, 
fishing  and  limited  boating  can  be 
enjoyed.  The  lake  is  surrounded  by 
bike  paths  and  picnic  areas  for  summer 
fun  and  exercise. 

Camping  facilities  available  through 
Colstrip  Community  Services,  (406) 
748-2375. 

The  Colstrip  Airstrip  is  located  five 
miles  west  of  Colstrip  and  is  open  day 
and  night. 

Colstrip  Days 
Colstrip  Days  (Parade,  Carnival, 

Booths,  Entertainment) June  24-25 

Golf  Course 

A  challenging  nine  hole  golf  course — 
Ponderosa  Butte  Public  Golf  Course, 
adjacent  to  Hwy  39  on  the  north  side  of 
town  (across  from  the  high  school)  and 
has  the  appropriate  street  address  of  1 
Long  Drive.  It  has  a  club  house  with 
food  and  beverage  services,  pro  shop, 
rentals.  For  tee  time:  (406)  748-2700. 


THE  COLSTRIP  AREA  ASSOCIATION  OF  BUSINESS 


P.O.  Box  1100  •  Colstrip,  MT  59323 
Invites  You  &  Your  Family  to  the  Annual 

Musirfn^the  Park       Colstvip  Duys  Celebration 

Children's  Events  &  Contests  Saturday,  June  24  & 

Coal  &  Cattle  Players  ^^^^^  j^^  25,  1995 


Concessions 


Dunk  Tank 

Golf  Tournament 

Softball  Round  Robin 

Art  Show 

School  House  Museum"  Tours 


o 


First 

Interstate 

Bank 


First  Interstate  Bank  of  Colstrip 

12  Cherry  Street  •  Colstrip,  MT  59323 

(406)  748-2840 
24  Hour  ATM 

Member  FDIC 


Colstrip  Medical  Center 

6230  Main  Street 

Colstrip,  Montana  59323 

(406)  748-3600 

Open  8:00-6:00  Weekdays 

For  24-Hour  Coverage  Calk  748-2211 
For  Emergencies:  Dial  911 


PUBLIC  GOLF  COURSE 

PRO  SHOP  -  (406)  748-2700 

RESTAURANT  •  Wine  &  Beer  -  (406)  748-2727 

Across  From  the  High  School! 

1  Long  Drive  •  P.O.  Box  127 

Colstrip,  MT  59323 


y<S^^ 


COLSTRIP,  MOXTAIVA   HWY  39 

NOW  OPEN  ! 

1-406-748-3400  or  Superline  1-800-800-8000 

Alternate  Route  to  Little  Bighorn  Battlefield 
National  Monument  (Custer  Battlefield) 


Hysham 


Rosvbud 

«  ml 


® 


Crow 
A9«ncy 


S*  ~  Buiby 

Ume  Bighorn 

(Custer)  BaltleHeld 


24  Hour  Desk 

Conference  room  available 

Fax  &  Copy  machines 

Free  coffee,  beverages  &  toast 

Winter  plug-ins 

Guest  Laundry 

Senior  &  other  discounts 

Pets  with  permission 

Cable  TV 


MONTANA  POWER  COMPANY/ 

Colstrip  Project  Division 

and  WESTERN  ENERGY  COMPANY 


«> 


We  invite  everyone  to  visit  Colstrip.  Our  Visitor  Center  located  at  6200  Main 
Street  offers  free  tours  Monday-Friday  at  10:00  a.m.,  1:00  p.m.  and  2:45  p.m. 
As  seating  on  tours  is  limited,  please  call  748-5046  to  make  your  reservations. 
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Prairie  Vocalist 


Ti 


Donna  Delp 
Photo 


he  Montana  state 
bird  is  the  moun- 
tain meadowlark. 
Besides  being  a  fun  bird 
species  to  spot,  the  mead- 
owlark has  an  unmistakable 
song. 

When  watching  for  the 
meadowlark,  look  across  the 
prairies,  cultivated  meadows, 
valleys  and  grassy  plains  all 
across  the  state.  You  will  note 
the  unmistakable  yellow 
Ibreast,  set  off  by  a  black  swath — like  a  bandana — 
draped  around  the  bird's  neck. 


In  April  or  May,  meadowlarks  build  their  nests 
on  the  ground  among  grasses,  where  they  lay 
three  to  seven  eggs.  Working  together,  the  pairs 
first  find  or  scratch  out  a  depression  in  the  grass, 
and  carefully  line  the  nest  with  a  layer  of  coarse 
grass,  followed  by  fine  grass  and  hair. 

Then  they  construct  a  grass  roof,  woven  into 
surrounding  vegetation  and  finish  with  an 
entrance  hole  on  one  side. 

If  a  nest  is  destroyed  by  mowing  or  other 
mishap  early  in  the  nesting  season,  the  hardy  birds 
start  over. 

Montana  takes  care  of  the  meadowlark  eind 
other  such  animals  in  its  "Nongame  Wildlife 
Program." 


Rockhound's  Paradise 


The  Yellowstone  River  in 
Eastern  Montana  is  renowned 
worldwide  for  the  quality  and 
abundance  of  agates  found  on  its 
shores.  Montana's  agates,  sometimes 
called  plume  or  moss  agates,  are 
famous  for  the  variety  of  scenic  designs 
sealed  permanently  in  the  stone's  inte- 
rior. Montana  agate  occurs  in  a  variety 
of  patterns,  from  those  with  red  and 
dark  brown  bands  to  the  prized  den- 
dritic forms. 

Agate  is  a  translucent  rock  with 
rough  skin.  It  occurs  primarily  in  ter- 
race gravel  deposits  high  on  the  hills 
above  the  Yellowstone  River  and  its 
tributaries,  as  well  as  in  the  sand  and 
gravel  bars  within  the  streams  and 
rivers  themselves.  Since  the  gravel 
within  streams  and  rivers  is  constantly 
shifting,  these  are  probably  the  best 
areas  to  search. 

Guided  agate-hunting  boat  tours  are 
available.  Contact  the  Glendive 
Chamber  (406)  365-5601  or  write:  P.O. 
Box  930,  Glendive,  MT  59330  for  guide 
service  information  and  self-guided 
agate  hunting  opportunities. 

Hunting  for  agates  is  a   fun  and 
unique  recreation  for  visitors  to  south- 
eastern Montana. 
Geology  is  both  productive  and  aes- 


thetic in  Custer  Country.  One  of  the 
world's  largest  coal  suppUes  Ues  just 
under  the  surface  cover  near  Colstrip 
and  offers  the  fruit  of  its  industry. 

Lewis  and  Clark's  Expedition  of 
1804-1806  first  recorded  the  unusual 
rock  formations  of  the  southeastern 
Montana  region.  From  the  rimrocks 
that  frame  the  Billings  valley,  to 
Pompeys  Pillar  (a  sandstone  formation 
rising  from  "nowhere,"  named  by  and 
inscribed  by  Captain  William  Clark),  to 
the  beauty  of  the  badlands  of 
Glendive's  Makoshika  State  Park,  the 
geology  offers  a  rewarding  excursion 
through  Custer  Country. 

The  Pryor  Mountains  are  a  remote 
collection    of    limestone    mountains, 
ranging  in  elevation  from  about  3,000 
feet  to  8,000  feet.  They  are  extremely 
rich  in  archaeological  sites. 

In  the  Terry  badlands  area, 
band  of  dark  gray  shale  is  sand 
wiched  between  layers  of  light 
yellow  sandstone  and  capped 
by  red  clinker,  formed  when 
burning  coal  seams  baked 
adjacent  rock  layers.  The 
contrasts  are  beautiful, 
especially  during  sun- 
rise and  sunset.  The 
badlands       appear 


harsh  from  a  distance,  since  weathered 
hillsides  support  little  vegetation;  how- 
ever, the  area  is  surprisingly  diverse  in 
plant  and  animal  life. 

Look  for  gnarled  limber  pine,  rem- 
nants of  a  past  climate,  growing  well 
east  of  their  normal  range.  To  explore, 
take  the  Terry  exit  from  1-94  and  travel 
two  miles  north  on  MT  Hwy  253.  Turn 
west  off  the  highway  at  the  "Scenic 
Overlook"  sign,  and  drive  approxi- 
mately six  miles  on  gravel  road  to  the 
overlook.  (Caution:  this  road  is  impass- 
able when  wet.) 

Many  books  are  available  in  the 
region  to  help  unlock  the  geology  and 
archaeology  secrets  of 
Montana.  Sidney* 
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Try  a  Custer  Country  Ranch  Vacation  or  a  Cattle  Drive 


A  variety  of  farm  and  ranch 
experiences  is  available  for 
Custer  Country  visitors.  You 
can  stay  over  night  at  a  real  farm  or 
ranch  and  wake  up  to  a  home-cooked 
Montana  style  breakfast. 

You  may  have  an  opportunity  to  par- 
ticipate in  activities,  such  as  repairing  a 
fence,  feeding  the  animals,  haying, 
horseback  riding  and  branding. 

Additional  activities  may  include 
small  cattle  drives,  wagon  rides,  fish- 
ing, hiking,  and  campfire  entertain- 
ment. The  following  is  a  list  of  some  of 
the  farm  and  ranch  experience  outfit- 
ters in  Custer  Country.  Each  offers  an 
individual  type  of  adventure.  Contact 
them  directly  for  details  and  reserva- 
tions. 

Anvil  Butte  Ranch  Vacations 

Room  1,  HC  71  Box  7335 

Wibaux,  MT  59353 

(406)  795-2341 
Big  Sky  Roping  Ranch 

Dennis  &  Pat  Tryan 

2174  North  8th  Road 

Huntley,  MT  59037 

(406)  348-2460 
Bozeman  Trail  Camp,  Inc. 

Box  71 

Pryor,  MT  59066 

(406)  855-1276 
Buffalo  Creek  Ranch 

Mike  &  Dixie  Myhre 

Pineview  Road 

Custer,  MT  59024 

(406)  947-2424 
Broken  V  Guest  Ranch 

473  Horsethief  Rd. 

Roundup,  MT  59072 

(406)  323-1562 
Cow  Camp  (Powder  River  Co.,  MT) 

931  Beason  Rd. 

Recluse,  WY  82725 

(307)  687-1210  (406)  427-5056 
Double  Spear  Ranch 

Tony  Blackmore 

P.O.  Box  43 

Pryor,  MT  59066 

(406)  245-7673  (Ph/FAX) 

(406)  259-8291 
Glenarrow  Working  Ranch 

Dick  &  Francee  Shaules 

P.O.  Box  73 

Ballantine,  MT  59006 

(406)  967-6281 
Lost  Spur  Working  Ranch 

Shelley  MacKay  Dean 

Box  81 

WiUard,  MT  59354 

(406)  778-7338 
Nunberg  N-Heart  Ranch 

HC  71,  Box  7315 

Wibaux,  MT  59353 

(406)  795-2345 


Montana  Ranch  Tours 

P.O.  Box  128 

Boyes,  MT  59316 

1-800-492-8835 
Rumph  Ranch 

Box  334 

Biddle,  MT  59314 

(406)  427-5030 
Sacred  Ground 

P.O.  Box  43 

Pryor,  MT  59066 

(406)  245-6070 

Ph/Fax  (406)  245-7673 
Shively  Ranch 

P.O.  Box  181 

Pryor,  MT  59006 

(406)  259-8866  (in  season) 
The  7th  Ranch 

Chip  and  Sandy  Watt 

Reno  Creek  Rd. 

Garryowen,  MT  59031 

(406)  638-2438 
White  Buffalo  Ranch  Retreat 

P.O.  Box  484  YRS 

Fort  Smith,  MT  59035 

(406)  855-5544 
Wolf  Mountain  Ranch 

P.O.  Box  0543 

Lodge  Grass,  MT  59050 

(406)  757-2495 

Wagon  Trains 

There's  a  chance  to  relive  a  chapter 
out  of  the  saga  of  the  old  West  when 
you  foUow  the  stars  to  Custer  Country. 
Several  groups  offer  wagon  trains  and 
cattle  drives  (though  not  as  wild  as  you 
saw  dramatized  in  "City  Slickers"). 
Some  outfits  allow  you  to  sign  on  for  a 
day  on  the  wagon  trail,  seeing  teepee 
rings,  wildlife  and  scenery  changed 
only  by  nature  from  the  way  it  was 
hundreds  of  years  ago.  Or  you  may 


want  to  join  one  that  travels  for  several 
days,  pitching  camps  at  night,  eating 
chuckwagon  meals,  and  making 
friends  around  campfires  at  night. 
Listed  here  are  some  of  the  outfits  trail- 
ing out  of  Custer  Country. 

Carter  County  Wagon  Train 

P.O.  Box  275 

Ekalaka,  MT  59324 

(406)  775-6273 
Double  Rafter  Cattle  Drives 

Krayton  and  Druann  Kerns 

419  E.  Main 

Laurel,  MT  59044 

(406)  628-2320 

1-800-704-9268 
Myers  Ranch  Wagon  Train 

P.O.  Box  70 

Ismay,  MT  59336 

(406)  772-5675  Fax  (406)  232-6687 
Powder  River  Wagon  Trains  &  Cattle  Drives 

P.O.  Box  676 

Broadus,MT  59317 

(406)  436-2350, 

436-2404 

1-800-982-0710 
Roundup  Cattle  Drive 

P.O.  Box  205 

Roundup,  MT  59072 

1-800-257-9775 
Tongue  River  Wagon  Trains 

Jack  Goss 

P.O.  Box  432 

Ashland,  MT  59003 

1-800-345-5660 
WSC  Livestock  Cattle  Drives 

Walt  Hinebauch 

221  River  Road  Loop 

Glendive,  MT  59330 

(406)  365-5839  (406)  388-7506 
Zane  Spang 

Box  62 

Ashland,  MT  59003 

(406)  784-6150 


Dixie  Myhre,  Buffalo  Creek  Ranch  Photo 
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Montana's 


Custer  Country  Vucatiofi  Platifier 


Pompeys  Pillar  Opens  for  Season 27 

Memorial  Pow-wow  and  Rodeo,  Lame  Deer 28-30 

Baxter  Black,  Broadus 30 

June,  1995 

Chicago,  Billings  Studio  Theatre  drama,  Billings 2-17 

Forsyth  Rodeo  Days  (NRA),  Forsyth 2-4 

Children's  Fishing  Tank,  Roundup 3 

Bump  &  Run  Motocross  Rally,  Roundup 4 

District  High  School  Rodeo,  Roundup 9-11 

Tractor  Power  Pull,  Hardin 10-11 

WaUeye  Tournament,  Fort  Smith 10-11 

Mayor's  Cup  Run,  Forsyth 10 

Strawberry  Festival,  Downtown  Billings 10 

Ranch  Tours,  Broadus 10-15 

Festival  of  Cultures,  RMC  Campus,  Billings 11 

World  Figure  Skating  Champions,  Billings 11 

Deb  Wobig  Memorial  Rodeo,  Hardin 18-19 

Quilters  in  the  Library,  Hardin 6/15-7/15 


Colorful  vacations  in  Big  Sky  Country! 


Jim  Duncan  Photo 


March,  1995 

Gun  Show  &  Sale,  BiUings 3/31/4/2 

April,  1995 

Anne  Frank  Exhibit,  Billings 1-8 

Fiddlers  Jamboree,  Roundup 2 

Home  and  Garden  Show,  MetraPark,  Billings 7-9 

Hardin  Trade  Show,  High  School,  Hardin 8 

NILE  Bull  Riders  Contest,  MetraPark,  Billings 15 

Billings  Symphony  Concert,  ABT,  Billings 22 

Much  Ado  About  Nothing,  BST,  Billings 4/21-5/6       ^mm  H 

Springfest,  Miles  City 21-22 

Gem  and  Mineral  Show,  MetraPark,  Billings 22-23 

Riverfest,  Riverfront  Park,  Billings 23       ^H^  wi 

Peaks  to  Prairie  Race,  Run,  Bike,  Boat, 

Red  Lodge  to  Billings 30 

Western  Art  Roundup,  Miles  City 4/27-7/9       ^mgm  w^-g  sp^ 

May,  1995  ^m  .WB  miW^. 

Big  Sky  Intercollegiate  Rodeo,  Billings 4-7 

Buzzard  Day,  Makoshika  State  Park,  Glendive 6 

Bump  &  Run  Motocross  Rally,  Roundup 7 

Montana  Women's  Run,  Downtown  Billings 13       P^^l 

Big  Sky  Polka  Fest,  Elks  Club,  Billings 13-14  l^dB^ 

NILE  Spring  Horse  Show  &  Sale,  BiUings 12-14 

High  School  Rodeo,  Richey 14 

Paddlefish  Season,  Glendive/ Intake 4/15-6/30 

Wine  Festival,  MSU-B,  Billings 19-20  ,_^^_  , 

Bucking  Horse  Sale,  Miles  City 19-21  :flH^^^  V- 

Ranch  Tours,  Broadus 20-25        ^om?  »^    -«>.<: 

Quick  Draw  Art  Auction,  Miles  City 20         "Custer"  brings  history  to  life! 
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]ohn  Brewer  Photo 


1995  Custer  Country  Calendar 


Western  Days  Parade,  BBQ,  Street  Dance, 

Downtown  Billings 16-17 

Guitar,  Fiddle,  Banjo  Jamboree,  Broadus 18 

Matthew  Quigley  Shoot,  Forsyth 18 

Military  Ball,  Museum,  Hardin 22 

Little  Big  Horn  Days  Parades,  Events,  Hardin 22-25 


Get  ready  to  rodeo! 


John  Brewer  Photo 


Little  Big  Horn  Days  Rodeo,  Hardin 23-24 

Custer's  Last  Stand  Re-Enactment,  Hardin 23-25 

Balloon  Rally,  Miles  City 23-24 

Badlands  Drifters  Car  Show,  Glendive 23-24 

Colstrip  Days  Parade  &  Carnival,  Colstrip 24-25 

Little  Levi  Rodeo  (12  and  under),  Broadus 24 

Symphony  Concert  in  Pioneer  Park,  Billings 25 

ZooGrass  Festival  Concert,  Noon-5,  Billings 25 

Wagon  Train,  Ingomar  to  Roundup 6/29-7/4 

Fort  Keogh  Days  Encampment,  Miles  City 6/30-7/2 

July,  1995 

Fourth  of  July  Celebration,  Wibaux 1-2 

Ice  Cream  Social,  Museum,  Wibaux 2 

Northern  Cheyenne  Pow-wow,  Lame  Deer 1-4 

Pow-wow,  Lodge  Grass 1-4 

Rodeo,  Parade,  Night  Show,  Ismay  (Joe) 1-2 

International  Baseball  Tournament,  Laurel 1-4 

Street  Dance,  Laurel 3 

Carter  County  Wagon  Train,  Ekalaka 2-4 

Fallon  County  Days  Celebration,  Baker 2-4 

Parade,  Rodeo  and  Fireworks,  Roundup 3-4 

1  Mile,  5  Mile  Fun  Run,  Broadus 4 

Fireworks,  Wibaux 4 

Ranch  Rodeo,  Broadus 4 

Parades,  Largest  Fireworks  in  State,  Laurel 4 

Amateur  Rodeo,  Talent  Show,  Fireworks,  Hardin 4 

Amateur  Rodeo,  Terry 4 

Parade  and  Celebration,  Hysham 4 

Fireworks  &  Celebration,  Miles  City 4 

Fireworks  at  Belltower,  near  Ekalaka 4 

Independence  Day  Celebration,  Glendive 4 


Fireworks,  MetraPark  Grandstand,  Billings 4 

Food  Fair,  Downtown  Billings 5 

Yellowstone  River  Boat  Float,  Laurel 7-9 

Youth  Rodeo,  Wibaux 8 

Ranch  Tours,  Broadus 8-13 

Classic  Car  Club  Show,  Miles  City 8 

Bump  and  Run  Motocross,  Roundup 9 

Big  Sky  State  Games,  Billings 14-16 

Tri-County  Horse  Show,  Roundup 15-16 

Summerfair,  RMC,  Billings 15-16 

Homesteader  Days,  Huntley 15-16 

Annual  Rodeo,  Richey 16 

Tri-County  &  4-H  Fair,  Roundup 20-23 

Mountain  Man  Rendezvous,  Red  Lodge 21-30 

Summer  Festival,  Glendive 21-22 


Crow  and  Northern  Cheyenne  Pow-wows!  John  Brewer  Photo 
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Yellowstone  R.  Duck  Festival,  Forsyth 22 

Reunion  and  Sumn\er  Festival,  Ingomar 28-30 

Great  American  Championship  Motorcycle  Hill  Climb,  . 

Billings 29-30 

Yippee  Days,  Terry 29 

Highland  Festival,  Miles  City 29 

Rodeo,  Ingomar 30 

Clark  Day  at  Pompeys  Pillar 30 

Youth  &  Open  Fair,  Hardin 7/31-8/6 


Downtown  street  fairs  and  festivals! 


Karen  Hermanson  Photo 


August,  1995 

Food  Fair,  Downtown  Billings 2 

Mountain  Man  Rendezvous  and 

Cowboy  Encampment,  Roundup 1-6 

NRA  Rodeo,  Forsyth 3-5 

Rosebud /Treasure  County  Fair,  Forsyth 3-6 

Big  Skyfest,  Hot  Air  Balloons,  Billings 3-6 

Black  Powder  Shoot,  Broadus 5-6 

Hispanic  Fiesta,  Billings 4-5 

Bump  &  Run  Motocross,  Roundup 6 

Cattle  Drive/Wagon  Train,  Broadus 6-11  &  13-18 

Dawson  County  Fair  and  Rodeo,  Glendive 9-13 

Pari-Mutuel  Horse  Racing,  MetraPark, 

Billings 11-13,18-20,25-27 

Days  of  '85  Fair,  Rodeo,  Parade,  Ekalaka 11-13 

Parade  and  Rodeo,  Broadus 11  &  18 

MontanaFair,  Carnival,  Horse  Races,  Stars,  Rodeos, 

Exhibits,  Cattle  Shows,  MetraPark,  Billings 12-19 

Roundup  Cattle  Drive,  Roundup 13-18 

Taste  of  Billings,  Downtown  Billings 16 

Crow  Fair,  Rodeos  &  Parades,  Crow  Agency 17-21 

Powder  River  County  Fair,  Broadus 17-19 

NRA  Rodeo,  MetraPark,  Billings 17-19 

County  Fair,  Parade  &  Rodeo,  Baker 17-20 

Theater  in  the  Park,  Makoshika,  Glendive 18-19 

Prairie  County  Fair,  Terry 18-20 

Threshing  Bee,  Huntley  Project  Museum 19-20 

Eastern  Montana  Fair,  Miles  City 24-27 

County  Fair,  Wibaux 25-27 

Rodeo,  Wibaux 26 

Country  Fun  Day,  Walk,  Run,  Hardin 27 

Art  Auction  Exhibit,  Miles  City 8/31-9/30 

September,  1995 
Pari-Mutuel  Horse  Racing,  MetraPark, 

BUlings 1-4,  8-10, 15-17,  22-24 

Pow-wow,  Ashland 2-4 

Quarter  Horse  Fertility  &  Horse  Sale,  Broadus 3 
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Team  Roping  &  Dance,  Custer 3-4 

Undercover  Gals  Quilt  Show,  Hardin 5-15 

Home  Improvement  Show,  Billings 8-10 

Farmers'  Market,  Forsyth 9 

Ranch  Tours,  Broadus 9-14 

Bump  and  Run  Motocross  Rally,  Roundup 10 

Ram  Sale,  Miles  City 13 

Business  Expo  '95,  MetraPark,  Billings 13-14 

Herbstfest  Celebration,  Parades, 

Food  Booths,  Entertainment,  Laurel 22-24 

POW-MIA  Reunion,  MUes  City 22-24 

Hog  Heaven  Days,  Boyce 30 

Art  Auction,  Miles  City 30 

October,  1995 

J.K.  Ralston  Show  and  Auction,  Billings 6 

Air  Gun  Competition,  Roundup 7 

NILE  Exhibits,  MetraPark  Arena,  Billings 16-21 

NILE  PRCA  Rodeo,  MetraPark,  Billings 17-21 

November,  1995 

Country  Store,  Broadus 18 

Holiday  Food  Show,  Holiday  Tr.  Ctr.,  Billings 18-19 

Christmas  Walk,  Forsyth 24 

Holiday  Parade,  Downtown  Billings 24 

Parade  of  Lights,  Miles  City 24 

Turkey  Tourney  &  Craft  Show,  Wibaux 24-26 

December,  1995 

Christmas  Stroll,  Downtown  Billings 1 

Christmas  Stroll,  Roundup 2 

Christmas  Lighting  Festival,  Laurel 4 

Christmas  Stroll,  Broadus 4 

Christmas  Pow-wow,  Busby 24-26 

New  Year's  Pow-wow,  Lame  Deer 12/31-1/2 

February,  1996 

Cowtown  Beef  Breeders  Show,  Miles  City 2 

National  Rodeo  Association  Finals,  Billings 2-4 

State  All-Class  State  Wrestling  Tourney,  Billings 9-10 

Montana  Agri-Trade  Exposition, 

MetraPark,  Billings Third  Weekend 

March,  1996 

Home  Improvement  Show,  Billings First  Weekend 

Bronco  Days,  Baker Second  Weekend 

Go  Show  Auto  Display,  MetraPark,  Billings  Third  Wknd 

St.  Patrick's  Day  Parade,  Billings 17 

Montana  Outdoor  Recreation  Exposition, 

MetraPark,  Billings Fourth  Weekend 


.J 


Bump  and  Run  Motocross  events  are  full  of  thrills  and  action! 


Stewardship 


For  the  Custer  Country  Board  of  Directors,  our  great- 
est pleasure  is  to  welcome  visitors  to  our  region.  The 
area  we  promote  is  known  for  its  natural  treasures. 
They  are  fragile. 

Keeping  part  of  "The  Last  Best  Place"  intact  for  you,  your 
children,  and  your  future  generations,  causes  us  to  erdist 
you  in  our  commitment  to  stewardship. 


Visitors  and  residents  have  a  responsibility  for  the  stew- 
ardship of  treasures  found  throughout  Montana,  whether 
the  treasure  is  a  scenic  vista,  an  archaeological  site,  or  the 
fossil  remains  of  ancient  plants  and  animals. 

In  a  large,  sparsely  populated  state  such  as  Montana, 
many  areas  are  vulnerable  to  vandalism  or  destruction. 

The  varied  resources  found  on  pubUc  land  belong  to  the 
people  of  Montana  and  the  American  public. 

When  individuals  deface  sites  or  remove  resources,  those 
treasures  are  lost  forever. 

To  save  and  protect  these  resources  for  the  enjoyment  of 
present  and  future  generations,  we  urge  everyone  to  visit 
Custer  Country  with  the  National  Park  Service's  motto  in 
mind: 

"Take  only  pictures  and  leave  only  footprints." 


Montana  Tourism  Regions 


Custer  Country  is  one  of 
Montana's  six  tourism 
regions.  Montana  is  a  big 
state — fourth  largest  of  the  fifty.  The 
State  Travel  Promotion  Division  has 
divided  the  state  into  regions  that  sur- 
round major  attractions. 

We  hope  you  have  enjoyed  and 
found  useful  the  information  in  this 
Custer  Country  Vacation  Guide.  The 
other  five  regions  have  similar  publica- 
tions that  spotlight  their  sites  and 
attractions.  Listed  here  are  the  address- 
es to  contact  to  receive  the  other  tour 
guides. 

To  contact  the  Custer  Country 
offices,  write:  Custer  Country,  Rte.  1, 
Box  1206A,  Hardin,  MT  59034  or  phone 
(406)  665-1671  (FAX  number  same  as 
phone)  or  1-800-346-1876. 

For  a  free  statewide  vacation  plan- 
ning packet,  write  to:  Travel  Montana, 
350  Conley  Lake  Rd,  Deer  Lodge,  MT 
59722.  In  state,  phone  (406)  444-2654. 
Non-residents  caU  toU  free:  1-800- Visit 
MT  (1-800-847-4868).  You  wiU  receive  a 
Vacation  Guide  which  includes  a  high- 
way map,  and  a  Calendar  of  Events. 

For  information  on  other  regions, 
write  or  call  the  following: 

•  Glacier  Country,  945  4th  Ave.  East, 
KalispeU,  MT  59901  (406)  756-7128 

•  Gold  West  Country,  1155  Main,  Deer 
Lodge,  MT  59722  (406)  846-1943 

•  Missouri  River  Country,  Box  1240, 
Glasgow,  MT  59230  (406)  228-8213 

•  Russell  Country,  P.O.  Box  3166, 
Great  FaUs,  MT  59403-3166  (406)  761- 
5036  or  1-800-527-5348 

•  Yellowstone  Country,  P.O.  Box  1107, 


Red  Lodge,  MT  59068  (406)  446-1005  or 

1-800-736-5276 

Agency  Addresses  &  Phone  Numbers 

Bureau  of  Land  Management 

BLM  -  Tourism 

Box  36800 

BilUngs,  MT  59107 (406)  255-2885 

BLM  -  Tourism 
Box  940 

Miles  City,  MT  59301 (406)  232-4331 

Fish,  Wildlife  &  Parks 
Regional  Information  Officer 
Dept  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks 
Box  2004 

Miles  City,  MT  59301 (406)  232-4365 

Regional  Information  Officer 
DepL  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks 
2300  Lake  Elmo  Drive 
BUUngs,  MT  59105 (406)  252-4654 


National  Forest 
Custer  National  Forest 
Supervisor's  Office 

Box  2556 

BilUngs,  MT  59103 (406)  657-6361 

U.  S.  Forest  Service,  Northern  Region, 

Federal  Building,  P.O.  Box  7669 
Missoula,  MT  59807 (406)  329-3814 


Please  contact  these  Custer  Country  Visitor  Service  Offices 
with  your  questions  or  for  further  information... 


Baker  P.O.  Box  849,  Zip  59313 

Phone  (406)  778-2266 

BiUings       P.O.  Box  31177,  Zip  59107 

Phone  (406)  245-4111  or  800-735-1692 

Broadus      P.O.  Box  47,  Zip  59317 

Phone  (406)  436-2818  or  436-9976 

Colstrip      P.O.  Box  1100,  Zip  59323 

Phone  (406)  748-5046 

Ekalaka      P.O.  Box  297,  Zip  59324 

Phone  (406)  775-6658 

Forsyth       P.O.  Box  448,  Zip  59327 

Phone  (406)  356-2123 

Glendive    P.O.  Box  930,  Zip  59330 

Phone  (406)  365-5601 

Hardin       219  N.  Center,  Zip  59034 

Phone  (406)  665-1672 

Hysham     P.O.  Box  63,  Zip  59038 

Phone  (406)  342-5457 

Laurel         P.O.  Box  395,  Zip  59044 

Phone  (406)  628-8105 


Lavina,       Montana  59046 

Phone  (406)  636-2722 

Miles  City  901  Main  St.,  Zip  59301 

Phone  (406)  232-2890 

Northern  Cheyenne  Chamber 

P.O.  Box  991, 

Lame  Deer,  Zip  59043 

Phone  (406)  477-8844 

Richey        P.O.  Box  279,  Zip  59259 

Phone  (406)  773-5580 

Roundup    P.O.  Box  751,  Zip  59072 

Phone  (406)  323-1966 

Terry  P.O.  Box  6,  Zip  59349 

Phone  (406)  637-2126 

Wibaux      P.O.  Box  159,  Zip  59353 

Phone  (406)  795-2412 

Mont.  Chamber  of  Commerce  Box  1730, 

Helena,  MT,  Zip  59624 

Phone  (406)  442-2405 
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LITTLE 

BIGHORN 

CASINO 

''Dont  Miss  Montanas  Only  Real  Casino'' 

The  Crow  Tribe  Welcomes  You  to  Come  See  What  All  the  Excitement  is  About... 


100  Vegas  Style  Coin  Drops; 
$1,000  Jackpots  -  Poker/Keno  Machines 
Largest  Growing  Progressive  Bingo  Jackpot 
in  the  State 

'  Full  Service  Restaurant 
'  Discount  Cigarettes 


Gift  Shop 

Live  Poker 

Children's  Arcade  Room 

ATM  Machine 

Motel  &  RV  Parking 

For  more  information  call  1-800-808-8868 


1-90  Exit  510 
Crow  Agency,  Montana 

'Teepee  Capital  oj  the  World' 
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Crow 
Nation 


The  Crow  Reservation  is  where 
culture  and  tradition  are  a  way 
of  life,  perpetuated  from  gener- 
ation to  generation.  Experience  the  cul- 
ture of  the  Apsaalooke,  "Children  of 
the  Large-Beaked  Bird,"  the  Crow 
People. 

Come  and  share  with  us  our  way  of 
life,  the  history  and  nature's  beauty,  the 
mountains,  canyons,  rivers,  plains,  ani- 
mals and  the  people,  protectors  of 
sacred  grounds. 

Experience  what  it  is  we  must  keep. 
A  large  area  was  designated  to  the 
Apsaalooke  in  1851;  in  1868  precious 
portions  were  taken  away. 

Now  on  an  area  of  3,565  square  miles 
the  Crow  Nation  consists  of  five  main 
communities:  Wyola,  very  southeast, 
the  gateway  to  the  sacred  Bighorn 
Mountains  and  the  Medicine  Wheel, 
where  "The  Mighty  Few"  are  known 
for  "hand  games." 

North  of  Wyola  is  Lodge  Grass  (the 
Greasy  Grass  area  and  early  day  sum- 
mer hunting  grounds),  the  first  full  ser- 
vice town  from  the  south  on  1-90, 
where  the  cool,  shady  White  Arm  Park 
is.  A  four-day  Valley  of  the  Chiefs 
Celebration  is  held  each  4th  of  July 
here.  It  is  the  route  through  "No  water" 
and  "Rotten  Grass"  to  the  "Valley  of 
the  Chiefs."  Southwest  is  Willow 
Creek  Reservoir  for  fishing,  boating, 
sunbathing  and  picnics. 

Further  north  is  Garryowen.  A 
region  steeped  in  rich  history  that 
includes  Little  Bighorn  Battlefield 
National  Monument,  borders  Crow 
Agency,  hub  of  tribal  management  and 
government.  Southwest  are  St.  Xavier 
and  Fort  Smith  near  Bighorn  Canyon 
and  Yellowtail  Dam,  the  source  of  the 
Bighorn  River.  Northwest  on  the  reser- 
vation is  Pryor  home  of  Chief  Plenty 
Coups  State  Park.  The  Bighorn,  Pryor 
and  Wolf  Mountains  are  our  back- 
drop. 

In  Crow  Agency  a  brand  new 
Crow/Northern  Cheyenne  Indian 
Hospital  includes  a  very  fine  collection 
of  Crow  and  Northern  Cheyenne  art- 


The  Crow  Fair  and  Rodeo  celebration  is  headquartered  annually  at  the  tribal  camp- 
grounds along  the  Little  Bighorn  River  near  Crow  Agency.  It  wUl  be  held  August  17- 
21  in  1995. 

Dennis  Sanders,  Hardin  Photo  Service  Photo 


work  and  crafts  for  the  enjoyment  of 
visitors. 

Little  Big  Horn  College,  a  Tribal 
community  college  is  also  a  nucleus  of 
Crow  Agency.  Among  the  college's 
attributes,  are  its  extensive  library  and 
Crow  Archives,  and  a  tourism  pro- 
gram. Micro  Tourism  is  a  department 
of  the  college  which  offers  visitors  and 
tourists  catered  local  and  cultural 
activities  and  tour  packages.  Call  (406) 
638-7223  or  write:  Little  Big  Horn 
College  Micro-Tourism,  P.O.  Box  370, 
Crow  Agency,  MT  59022. 

Crow  Fair,  Teepee  Capitol  of  the 
World — Each  year  on  the  third  week- 
end of  August  (Moon  of  heat  waves  on 
the  grass),  the  season  finale  is  the  pre- 
mier Pow  wow  of  the  Plains  Indians. 

From  every  western  state  and 
Canada,  Indians  come  to  camp  along 
the  Little  Bighorn  River.  Spectacular 
parades  each  morning;  an  all-Indian 
rodeo,  with  cowboys  from  aU  over  the 
nation;  pari-mutuel  racing  and  betting. 


wild  horse  races  and  dances.  In  Crow 
Agency,  the  1995  77th  annual  Crow 
Fair  will  be  held  August  17-21. 

Annually  the  communities  of  Crow 
People  live  their  tradition  and  hold  a 
variety  of  cultural  events  such  as  hand 
games,  arrow  throwing,  Indian  dances 
and  seasonal  ceremonies. 

Sought  after  are  beaded  finery  of  the 
Crow  People.  Old  Crow  Indian  style 
designs  and  contemporary  beaded  cre- 
ations on  traditional  regalia  are  of  col- 
lector caliber.  Visitors  will  find  many 
artisans  and  art  pieces. 

Cattle  drives,  traU  rides,  camp-outs, 
hiking,  guided  tours,  jackpot  rodeos 
and  other  recreation  are  also  available 
through  private  Native  American 
establishments  on  the  Crow  Indian 
Reservation. 

For  help  with  interpretation  of  cul- 
tural activities,  contact  Burton  Pretty 
On  Top,  Crow  Tribal  Office,  P.O.  Box 
156,  Crow  Agency,  MT  59022,  (406) 
638-2601. 


Cottage  Inn 

11  Hester  Avenue 

Lodge  Grass,  Montana  59050 


Home-like  Atmosphere 

Stay  for  a  meal  or 

Stay  all  night  (406)  639-2453 


ARTS 
CRAFTS 
CURIOS 

Lodge  Grass,  Montana 
3/4  mile  off  1-90  Exit  530 
(406)  639-2443 
"A  private  enterprise 
business " 
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Welcome  to  the  Battlefield! 

Cassandra  Walks  helped  greet  over  330,000 

visitors  to  Little  Bighorn  Battlefield  in  1993. 

Gloria  Wester  Photo 

On  a  scorching  June  Sunday  in 
1876,  hundreds  of  Indian 
warriors  converged  on  a 
grassy  ridge  rising  above  the  valley  of 
Montana's  Little  Bighorn  River.  On  the 
ridge,  five  companies  of  United  States 
Cavalry,  about  210  officers  and  troop- 
ers, fought  desperately  but  hopelessly 
against  many  times  their  number. 
When  the  guns  fell  silent  and  the 
smoke  and  dust  of  battle  lifted,  no  sol- 
dier survived. 

Little  Bighorn  Battlefield  w^as  creat- 
ed in  1879,  inihaUy  to  honor  only  Lt. 
Col.  George  A.  Custer  and  U.S.  soldiers 
killed  in  battle  June  25,  1876.  Over  the 
years  the  native  Americans  who  fought 
Custer  also  have  been  memorialized  in 
what  was  one  of  their  last  armed  efforts 
to  retain  their  lands  against  the  contin- 


Battlefield 


Little  Bighorn  Battle 
History^  Talks,  Tours 


ued  encroachment  by  European  cul- 
tures. 

To  understand  the  circumstances 
responsible  for  this  clash  requires  a 
detailed  explanation  of  events.  Many 
books  have  been  written  on  the  battle 
history.  The  Historic  Trails  Map  on 
page  74  follows  the  movements  of  the 
cavalry  and  the  Indian  nations  prior  to 
the  battle. 

Battlefield  Tours,  Visitor  Center 

The  Battlefield  and  Visitor  Center, 
which  has  an  interpretive  museum,  are 
open  until  8:00  p.m.  every  day  in  the 
summer.  There  is  a  gate  fee  of  $4.00  per 
vehicle  to  visit  the  Battlefield  and 
National  Monument  Museum,  $2.00 
per  pedestrian.  However,  those  wish- 
ing only  to  visit  the  Custer  National 
Cemetery  are  given  a  free  pass. 

Admission  to  Little  Bighorn 
Battlefield  is  free  on  Memorial  Day, 
June  25  (the  anniversary  of  the  battle), 
and  August  25  (National  Parks  Day). 

The  Visitor  Center  interprets  the  bat- 
tle, Indian  culture,  and  frontier  sol- 
diers. 

One  exhibit  focuses  on  the  archaeo- 
logical work  that  took  place  on  the 
Battlefield  in  1984,  1985,  and  1989.  The 
exhibit  displays  artifacts  recovered, 
such  as  cartridges  fired  by  soldiers  and 
warriors,  equipment  and  hardware. 
Another  new  exhibit  displays  Custer's 


personal  possessions.  A  third  consists 
of  a  montage  of  photos  of  soldiers  and 
Indians  who  participated  in  the  battle. 
Living  history  talks  are  given  on  the 
grounds  about  Indian  and  cavalry  life. 
Guest  lecturers  give  these  talks  period- 
ically throughout  the  summer. 

Visitor  Center  Schedule 

Spring 8  A.M.  to  6  P.M. 

Summer  .(Memorial  Day  to  Labor  Day) 
8  A.M.  to  8  P.M. 

Fall 8  A.M.  to  6  P.M. 

Winter 8  A.M.  to  4:30  P.M. 

Memorial  Day  to  Labor  Day 

Repeated  at  varying  times  daily  are 
these  Uve  programs  and  talks: 
Battle  of  Little  Bighorn  Talk 
Weapons  and  Tactics  Talk 
Road  to  the  Little  Bighorn  Talk 
UnveUing  the  Battle  through 

Archaeology 
Plains  Indian 
U.S.  Cavalry 

A  complete  time  schedule  of  inter- 
pretive activities  is  available  from  the 
park  headquarters  at  the  battlefield  or 
from  information  centers  throughout 
Custer  Country. 

Since  inclement  weather  and  other 
factors  may  alter  scheduling,  no  times 
are  listed  here.  Visitors  may  check  at 
the  Visitor  Center  for 
times  and  places  or 
caU  (406)  638-2621. 
Located  near  Crow 
Agency,  on  Highway 
212  (1-90  Exit  510),  the 
Battlefield  is  just  15 
miles  east  of  Hardin. 


Battlelield  '/"-^^    '  ^'^Tcendies 

'^~^'»7Ih  Cavaty  Memonal 

^  v'<  <  < 
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,/^  Advance 


oCROWAGENCY^ 

(2  miles) 

o  HARDIN 

(15  miles) 


Bt#1ington  Nonhem  R  R 


NOTE:  (Custer's  Last 
Stand  Re-Enactment  is 
held  at  a  location  six 
miles  west  of  Hardin, 
not  at  the  battlefield.) 
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The 


Cowboy  Shop 

in  the  Custer  Battlefield 
Convenience  Center 


O  Souvenirs 
O  Jewelry 
O  Gifts  O  Tack 
O  Books 

Walt  and  Maureen  Secrest 
Crow  Agency,  MT 

Junction  Hwy.  212  &  1-90 
(406)  638-2363 


*  The 


CUSTER 
CATALOG 


For  Your  uopy 
Send  $2.00  To: 

Custer  Catalog 
822  Third  Street  West 
Hardin,  Montana  59034 

(406)  665-2395 


CUSTER  BATTLEFIELD 
TOURS® 

Personalized,  close-up  and  in-depth  tours 

with  1978-86  Custer  Battlefield 

Superintendent  James  Court  as  your 

guide.  (Reservations  Required) 

(406)665-1580 
1-800-331-1580 


Custer  Battlefield  Tours 

Traveling  to  Montana? 
Let  Us  Plan  Your  Trip 

Motels  •  Airfare  •  Attractions  •  Rental  Cars 

"One  Call  Does  It  All" 


/td&Oi 


ira\^el 


-^ 


416  North  Cody  Ave. 

P.O.  Box  310 
Hardin,  Montana  59034 

FAX:  (406)665-3133 


TRUE  STORIES 

OF   THE 

AMERICAN   WEST 


Dramatized  Stereo  Audio  Books 
BATTLE   OF   LlTTUE    BIGHORN 

THE    MII-ITARY    VIEW 

Victory  at  little  Bighorn 

THE    INDIAN    VIEW 

General  Custer  and 
THE  Steamer  Far  West 


$9.95  eitch.  Available  at  fine  book  stores 
or  write  for  catalog: 

FiSTLER  «.  ASSOCIATES 
P.O.  Box  333,  Hardin,  MT  59034 


SELF-GUIDING 
LITTLE  BIGHORN  BATTLEFIELD  ROAD 
AUTO  TOUR  TAPE  WITH  COLOR  MAPS 

1 .  Buy  the  tape  and  it's  yours  to  keep. 

2.  Use  the  tape  to  review  the  battle  at  home. 

3.  Loan  the  tape  to  friends. 

4.  For  the  kids  -  makes  a  great  school  project. 
The  tape  is  sold  at  many  locations  in  Custer  Country 

(museums,  gift  shops,  restaurants,  motels,  truck  stops,  etc.) 

Hanson  &  Hanson  Productions 

40  King  Arthur  PI.  •  Billings,  MT  59105  •  (406)  252-9708 


4 


1876  Specials 
June  16-25 

Concludes  with 

Riding  in  Custer's 

Last  Stand 

Re-enactment. 

July  -  Follow 

Custer's  Trail 

Down  Reno  Creek 

to  the  LitUe 

Bighorn  River. 


JOIN  THE  CAVALRY! 

A  Montana  Adventure:  Ride  the  actual  trails  of 
Custer  and  relive  the  life  of  an  1870's  Cavalry  Trooper 
or  join  in  on  cattle  drives,  branding  cattle  or  go  on 
pleasure  rides  thru  the  scenic  Wolf  Mountains.  Davis 
Creek  Camp's  equipment  has  been  used  in  several 
recent  movies.  Brochures  Available. 

Contact:    John-(406)  342-5423  or 
Greg-(406)  665-3538 
Davis  Creek  Camp,  Sarpy  Route,  Hysham,  MT  59038 
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Little  Bighorn  (formerly  Custer)  Battlefield 
National  Monument  memorializes  one  of 
the  last  armed  efforts  of  the  Northern 
Plains  Indians  to  preserve  their  ancestral 
way  of  life.  Here  in  the  valley  of  the  Little 
Bighorn  River  on  June  25  and  26,  1876, 
more  than  260  soldiers  and  attached  per- 
sonnel of  the  U.S.  Army  met  defeat  and 
death  at  the  hands  of  several  thousand 
Sioux  and  Cheyenne  wrarriors.  See  page  70 
for  information  concerning  Battlefield 
hours  and  tours. 

Dan  Martinez  Photo 


Land  of  Legends  &  Beauty 


Custer  Country!  It's  a  land  that 
tells  the  story  of  one  of  the 
most  famous  battles  between 
the  Indian  and  the  white  man. 

But  more  than  that,  around  its  his- 
toric center  Custer  Country  is  the  trav- 
eler's and  recreationist's  discovery 
land. 

For  fishermen  it's  a  paradise  of  vari- 
ety. The  famous  Yellowstone  River 
offers  rainbow  and  brown  trout, 
sauger,  catfish,  Ung  and  even  the  live 
and  fighting  prehistoric  paddlefish. 
Spectacular  Bighorn  Canyon  Lake  pro- 
vides boating  and  waterskiing,  then 
spills  over  the  Yellowtail  Dam  to  nur- 
ture the  spawns  of  the  Bighorn  River, 
rated  by  many  as  the  finest  trout  stream 
in  the  country.  Fishing  sites  offer  easy 
access  to  fishing  on  all  rivers. 

Pronghom  antelope,  golden  brown 
as  the  grasses  they  graze,  are  abundant 
in  Custer  Country.  And  from  dusk  to 
dawn  the  nocturnal  whitetail  and  mule 
deer  move  from  the  river  brushlands, 
from  the  draws  and  coulees  to  the 
grassy  meadows. 

Geology  is  both  productive  and  aes- 
thetic in  Custer  Country.  One  of  the 
world's  largest  coal  supplies  lies  just 
under  the  surface  cover  and  offers  the 
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fruit  of  its  industry.  Lewis  and  Clark's 
Expedition  of  1804-1806  first  recorded 
the  unusual  rock  formations  of  the 
southeastern  Montana  region.  From  the 
rimrocks  that  frame  the  Billings  valley, 
to  Pompeys  Pillar  (a  sandstone  forma- 
tion rising  from  "nowhere,"  named  by 
and  inscribed  by  Captain  William 
Clark),  to  the  beauty  of  the  badlands  of 
Glendive's  Makoshika  State  Park,  the 
geology  offers  a  rewarding  excursion 
through  Custer  Country. 

Montana  was  full  of  dinosaurs.  Many 
skeletons  have  been  found  in  Custer 
Country.  They  pose  for  study  at  muse- 
ums in  Ekalaka,  Glendive,  and  MUes 
City. 

And  where  you  see  herds  of  cattle 
and  sheep  grazing  and  see  horses  run- 
ning in  the  wind,  you  find  cowboys 
and  cowgirls  holding  rodeos  and  horse 
shows.  Custer  Country's  calendar 
offers  a  full  scale  of  events.  Add  to 
these  the  tradition  and  spectacle  of  the 
Crow  and  Cheyenne  Indian  events,  and 
you  have  a  true  western  vacation. 

Custer  Country  is  not  lacking  in  com- 
fort. In  Billings  the  region  is  serviced  by 
Logan  International  Airport  with  daily 
flights  into  and  out  of  all  major  cities. 
Cultural  events,  art  museums,  enter- 


tainment and  nightlife  make  Custer 
Country  a  complete  package  holiday 
for  the  entire  family. 

— Gloria  Wester 


Montana  Travel  Photo  by  D.  O'Looney 
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Custer  Battlefield 
Trading  Post  &  Cafe 

In  Our  NEW  Log  Trading  Post 
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•This  is  iVOT  your  average  Gift  Shop' 

8:00  am  -  9:00  pm 
7  Days  a  Week 


—ORIGINAL  INDIAN  ART— 

Handmade  Indian  Beadwork 

•  Montana  Made  Gifts  • 

•  Custer  Collectibles  • 

•Relics  and  Collectibles* 


Restaurant 

Family  Menu 

Homemade  Soups  &  Pies 

"Indian  Tacos  Are 

Our  Specialty" 


Intersection  of  1-90  &  Hwy.  212 

(just  across  from  National  Monument) 

Second  Location  -  at  the  Battlefield  Convenience  Center 


Buses  Welcome 
(406)  638-2270 
(406)  638-2295 
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Trails  to  Destiny 


Custer's 
Last  March 

The  most  renowned  historic  site 
in  all  of  Montana's  Custer 
Country  is  the  Little  Bighorn 
Battlefield  National  Monument  (for- 
merly Custer  Battlefield).  The  pre- 
served battlefield,  monument  and 
cemetery  are  a  lasting  symbol  of  one  of 
the  most  significant  battles  fought  in 
the  West.  (A  project  is  currently  under- 
way to  add  a  monument  to  the  Indians 
who  fought.) 

The  battle  has  been  referred  to  as 
"Custer's  Last  Stand,"  "Sitting  BuU's 
War,"  and  the  "Sioux  War  of  1876." 

To  understand  the  circumstances 
responsible  for  this  bloody  clash  of 
June  25, 1876,  requires  a  detailed  expla- 
naHon  of  events.  Many  books  have 
been  written  on  the  battle  history. 
Others  deal  with  the  conjectures  and 
philosophies  that  attempt  to  sort  out 
the  facts  of  the  battle  where  aU  210  cav- 
alrymen died.  Not  one  lived  to  tell  the 
tale.  In  fact,  only  one  of  their  horses, 
Comanche,  survived.  Because  of  the 
pressure  of  the  government  on  their 
lifestyles,  Indians  involved  in  the  battle 
refused  to  tell  the  details.  For  books  or 
information,  contact  Little  Bighorn 
Battlefield  National  Monument  Visitor 
Center,  Crow  Agency,  MT  59022, 
phone  (406)  638-2621. 

The  Indian 
Trail 

An  event  on  March  17,  1876, 
gave  unmistakable  notice  to 
the  Indians  that  the  soldiers 
meant  war  if  the  Indians  did  not  move 
onto  the  reservations.  Under  the  com- 


mand of  Gen.  George  Crook,  Col. 
Joseph  J.  Rejmolds  and  six  companies 
of  cavalry  attacked  an  Indian  camp  on 
the  Powder  River  on  that  cold  morning. 
The  surprised  Indians  raUied  and  coun- 
terattacked. Reynolds  fell  back  to  the 
main  column.  Crook  and  his  command 
returned  to  Fort  Fetterman  for  two 
months. 

The  victorious  Indian  village  consist- 
ed of  about  a  hundred  lodges  of 
Oglalas,  Miniconjous,  and  Cheyennes. 
After  the  soldiers  withdrew,  the  war- 
riors reclaimed  their  vUlage  and  moved 
downstream,  then  over  to  the  East  Fork 
of  the  Little  Powder  River  to  unite  with 
Crazy  Horse. 

The  combined  bands  then  set  forth  to 
find  Sitting  Bull,  who  was  camped 
about  60  miles  farther  north  on  another 
branch  of  the  Powder  River.  Little  by 
little,  as  word  of  the  war  sped  from  one 
camp  to  another,  the  Indians  came 
together  for  self-defense.  In  the  spring, 
their  kinsmen  from  the  agencies  joined 
them. 

By  early  June  they  had  reached  a 
strength  of  about  400  lodges — about 
3,000  people,  including  about  800  war- 
riors. 

On  June  18  the  Indians  struck  camp, 
journeyed  down  Reno  Creek  to  the 
Little  Bighorn,  then  turned  south  up 
the  valley  and  pitched  their  teepees. 
Here,  a  short  distance  above  the  mouth 
of  Reno  Creek,  they  stayed  six  days. 
Other  Indians  joined  them  here, 
increasing  their  numbers  to  1,000 
lodges,  7,000  people,  and  2,000  war- 
riors. 

Their  need  for  food  would  foil  battle 
tactics,  for  on  June  24,  though  the  tribal 
leaders  had  planned  a  movement  far- 
ther up  the  Little  Bighorn,  when  ante- 
lope were  spotted,  the  Indian  people 
moved  the  village  northward,  back 
down  the  Little  Bighorn  in  the  direction 
from  which  they  had  come.  When  the 
sun  rose  June  25, 1876,  the  Indians  were 
closer  than  Custer  expected  to  find 
them. 


Sitting  Bull,  Leader  of  the  Sioux 

Little  Bighorn  Battlefield  National 
Monument  Archives  Photo 

The  Custer 
Trail 

On  May  17,  1876,  about  956 
officers  and  men  of  the  U.S. 
army  marched  westward  out 
of  Fort  Abraham  Lincoln,  south  of  what 
is  now  Mandan,  North  Dakota.  They 
were  under  orders  to  subjugate  Sioux 
and  Cheyenne  Indians  who  refused  to 
stay  within  their  reservations.  The  com- 
mander of  the  expedition  was  Gen. 
Alfred  H.  Terry.  One  of  his  staff  officers 
was  Lt.  Col.  George  Armstrong  Custer, 
a  Civil  War  hero. 

The  troops  entered  present  day 
Montana  just  south  of  where  Wibaux  is 
now  located,  and  moved  along  the 
Yellowstone  River  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Tongue  River,  then  progressed  up  the 
Yellowstone  River  to  camp  a  few  miles 
east  of  Rosebud  CreeL 

One  column,  led  by  Gen.  George 
Crook,  was  attacked  and  forced  to  turn 
back  at  the  six-hour  Battle  of  the 
Rosebud  on  June  17.  Maj.  Marcus  Reno 
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Lt.  Col.  George  Armstrong  Custer 

Little  Bighorn  Battlefield  National 
Monument  Archives  Photo 

had  been  only  40  miles  from  the  inci- 
dent when  it  occurred.  He  carried  the 
news  back  to  Gen.  Terry. 

The  other  two  columns,  under  Col. 
John  Gibbon  and  Terry,  joined  on  the 
Yellowstone  River  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Rosebud  River.  From  here,  Terry  laid 
plans  to  locate  the  Indians,  then 
believed  to  be  in  the  Little  Bighorn 
Valley.  Bent  over  a  map  in  the  cabin  of 
the  Far  West  steamer,  orders  were  for- 
mulated. Taking  Gibbon's  column  up 
on  the  Yellowstone  to  approach  the  val- 
ley from  the  north,  Terry  sent  Custer 
and  the  7th  Cavalry  on  a  wide  sweep  to 
the  south  to  approach  it  from  the  oppo- 
site direction.  The  strategy  was  to  catch 
the  Indians  between  the  two  forces. 

Before  setting  out,  the  7th  Cavalry 
passed  in  review  before  their  leaders: 
31  officers,  566  enlisted  men,  35  Indian 
scouts,  a  dozen  packers,  guides  and 
other  employees.  Custer's  mission  was 
to  march  up  the  Rosebud  following  the 
Indian  trail.  If  it  turned  to  the  Little 
Bighorn,  he  was  still  to  continue  up  the 
Rosebud  before  swinging  west  to  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  Little  Bighorn. 

His  troops  covered  12  miles  the  after- 
noon of  the  first  day,  30  miles  each  of 
the  next  two  days.  A  marker  between 
Colstrip  and  Lame  Deer  points  out  one 
of  the  encampments.  On  June  23  they 
struck  an  Indian  trail  that  Major  Reno 
had  already  examined.  On  the  morning 
of  the  24th,  they  paused  at  the  site 
where  the  Sioux  had  staged  a  sun 
dance  earlier  in  the  month.  Suddenly 
the  trail  turned  fresh.  The  scouts  said 
the  Indians  were  as  near  as  20  miles. 

At  the  noon  stop,  scouting  reports 
said  that  the  Indians  were  on  the  lower 
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Little  Bighorn.  Custer  decided  to  cut 
across  there  to  get  the  Sioux  before  they 
scattered  and  got  away.  His  troops 
marched  out  at  midnight.  Early  the 
next  morning,  two  parties  of  Sioux 
were  spotted.  Fearing  that  they  would 
warn  and  disperse  the  Indians,  Custer 
decided  to  strike  as  soon  as  possible. 
Five  troops  went  with  him,  three  each 
with  Reno  and  Capt.  Frederick 
Benteen. 

The  movements  of  the  Custer,  Reno, 
and  Benteen  commands  are  well 
detailed  at  the  national  monument 
Visitor  Center  and  in  the  official  "Little 
Bighorn  Battlefield"  National  Park 
Handbook. 

When  the  dust  settled  on  June  25, 
Custer's  210  cavalrymen  had  died. 
Reno  and  Benteen's  troops  fought  on, 
east  of  the  last  stand  site. 

On  June  27  the  Far  West  anchored  at 
the  confluence  of  the  Little  Bighorn  and 
the  Bighorn  Rivers  near  present  day 
Hardin.  On  the  28th,  the  survivors  of 
the  Reno /Benteen  troops  were  taken  to 
the  steamer.  On  the  30th,  they  started 
down  river  with  the  survivors  and 
Capt.  Keogh's  horse,  Comanche. 

Near  present  day  Terry,  MT  is  one  of 
Custer's  campsites,  where  his  troops 
carved  their  names  on  Sheridan  Butte 
along  the  Yellowstone  River.  The 
names  are  still  visible  to  adventurers 
who  hike  to  see  them.  The  Far  West 
docked  near  Terry,  and  graves  mark 
the  Reno /Benteen  troops  who  died  of 
battle  wounds  and  were  buried  when 
the  steamer  docked. 

The  Last  Stand  Re-Enactment  is  held 
each  June  in  Hardin.  (See  page  81.) 

TheNez 
Perce  Trail 

In  1877  a  large  group  of  non-treaty 
Nez  Perce  Indians  passed  through  the 
Custer  Country  Region,  led  by  Chief 
Joseph.  They  fought  a  pitched  battle 
with  the  military,  led  by  Col.  Samuel  D. 
Sturgis,  in  the  hills  north  of  Laurel,  MT 
now  known  as  the  Canyon  Creek 
Battlefield. 

In  their  flight  from  northern  Oregon 
toward  asylum  in  Canada,  the  band  of 
about  800  people,  including  125  war- 
riors, carried  by  2,000  Appaloosa  hors- 
es, traveled  over  1,700  miles.  They  fled 
and  fought  skirmishes  first  east  across 
Idaho,  then  south  through  Idaho,  then 
across  Yellowstone  Park,  east  across  a 


comer  of  Wyoming,  then  up  the  Clark's 
Fork  River.  An  eyewitness  account  by 
Andrew  (Jack)  Garcia,  a  civilian 
employee  with  Sturgis'  command, 
quoted  in  the  Laurel  newspaper  in 
1937,  states  that  the  Nez  Perce  crossed 
the  Yellowstone  River  on  a  ford  above 
the  mouth  of  the  Clark's  Fork,  about 
where  the  present  highway  bridge 
crosses  the  stream. 

The  Indians,  said  Garcia,  moved  east- 
ward after  crossing  the  river  and  raided 
the  stage  station  on  the  Bozeman  Trail, 
near  the  mouth  of  Canyon  Creek.  The 
Indians  then  moved  northwest,  head- 
ing for  the  mouth  of  the  canyon  north 
of  Laurel.  The  soldiers  took  an  angling 
course  from  the  river  to  intercept  the 
Nez  Perce  before  they  reached  the 
canyon.  He  said  the  battle  began  about 
4:00  p.m.  Using  tactics  that  earned 
Chief  Joseph  the  title  of  "Indian 
Napoleon,"  the  warriors  engaged  the 
soldiers,  allowing  the  main  body  to 
move  to  safety.  At  dark,  the  thousands 
of  rounds  of  firing  ceased,  and  the  war- 
riors took  their  people  across  country 
to  the  Musselshell  River. 

Following  a  skirmish  at  Cow  Island 
on  the  Missouri  River,  Joseph  moved 
his  band  to  a  camp  thirty  miles  south  of 
the  Canadian  border.  The  command  of 
Generals  Howard  and  Miles  surround- 
ed them  there.  On  October  4,  1877, 
Chief  Joseph  gave  his  moving  speech: 
"Hear  me,  my  chiefs.  I  am  tired.  My 
heart  is  sick  and  sad.  From  where  the 
sun  now  stands,  I  will  fight  no  more 
forever." 

A  statue  of  the  famous  chief  is  in  the 
park  in  downtown  Laurel.  A  marker 
seven  miles  north  of  the  town  com- 
memorates the  Canyon  Creek  Battle. 

Map  and  brochure  available  for  a 
nominal  fee  from  BLM,  P.O.  Box  940, 
Miles  City,  MT  59301. 


Nez  Perce  Chief  Joseph 


Homeward  Bound 


The  Story  Of  Clark's  Return  Along 

The  Yellowstone  River;  Ending  One 

Of  America's  Greatest  Adventures — 

The  Lewis  &  Clark  Journey 


The  Lewis  and  Clark  Expedition 
was  one  of  the  most  daring 
adventures  undertaken  in  "The 
New  World." 

Following  the  1803  purchase  of  the 
Louisiana  Territory  from  the  French, 
President  Thomas  Jefferson  was  deter- 
mined to  have  the  vast  western  lands 
explored  and  documented. 

As  the  Lewis  and  Clark  Trail 
Heritage  Foundation  states  in  a 
brochure,  "Captains  Meriwether  Lewis 
and  William  Clark,  together  with  Sgts. 
Ordway,  Gass  and  Floyd,  and  Private 
Whitehouse,  recorded  for  posterity,  the 
amazing  chronicle  of  this  great  event  in 
U.S.  history. 

"The  recorded  observations  of  these 
men  during  these  years  contributed 
vast  new  knowledge  of  theretofore 
unknown  facts  in  many  fields,  includ- 
ing the  physical  and  social  sciences, 
and  the  arts. 

"The  Lewis  and  Clark  Expedition  lit- 
erally spanned  the  North  American 
continent,  traversing  areas  which  later 
would  form  many  of  our  western 
states.  By  order  of  Congress,  the  lands 
of  the  newly  acquired  territory,  and  the 
watershed  of  the  Columbia  River 
claimed  under  discovery  by  Captain 
Robert  Gray,  were  of  paramount  inter- 
est to  the  exploring  party.  The  route 
from  the  Mississippi  River  to  the  Pacific 
Ocean  provided  priceless  documenta- 
tion of  lands,  peoples  and  resources 
within  the  present  states  of  Illinois, 
Missouri,  Kansas,  Nebraska,  Iowa, 
South  Dakota,  North  Dakota,  Montana, 
Idaho,  Washington,  and  Oregon." 

The  Lewis  and  Clark  Trail  Heritage 
Foundation,  Inc.  may  be  contacted  by 
writing  P.O.  Box  3434,  Great  Falls,  MT 
59403.  The  non-profit  organization 
accepts  memberships  and  provides 
members  with  a  quarterly  publication. 


"We  Proceeded  On." 

Captain  William  Clark  and  his  party 
explored  the  Yellowstone  River.  Lewis 
and  the  rest  of  the  party  had  spUt  from 
Clark's  party  on  July  3,  1806  at  present 
day  Missoula  to  explore  what  is  now 
northern  Montana.  Nine  of  the  men 
went  in  Clark's  party.  Also  accompany- 
ing them  were  interpreter,  Touissant 
Charbonneau,  his  wife  Sacajawea,  their 
baby  Jean  Baptiste,  (whom  Clark  called 
Pomp,  an  Indian  word  for  "chief"). 

The  Lewis  and  Clark  Journals  chron- 
icle many  exciting  events  in  the  Custer 
Country  region,  from  the  Park  City- 
Laurel  area  to  the  Glendive  region. 

From  the  Three  Forks  area,  where 
they  camped  July  13,  to  the  Park  City 
area,  which  they  reached  on  July  19,  the 
expedition  had  difficulty  finding  cot- 
tonwoods  large  enough  to  be  made  into 
canoes.  They  were  traveling  overland 
with  49  horses.  Along  this  stretch. 
Private  George  Gibson  fell  on  a  burned 
snag  that  went  "nearly  two  inches  into 
the  Muskeler  part  of  his  thy,"  accord- 
ing to  Clark's  journal  entry.  Then, 
while  Charbonneau  was  chasing  a  buf- 
falo, his  horse  stepped  into  a  badger 
hole,  throwing  the  guide  over  the 
horse's  head  and  he  was  "a  good  deel 
brused  on  his  hip  sholder  &  face."  The 
party  also  encountered  "emence 
sworms  of  Grasshoppers..."  Further, 
Indian  smoke  signals  had  been  seen 
that  were  interpreted  as  "takeing  us  to 
be  their  Enemy  made  this  signal  for 
other  bands  to  be  on  their  guard." 

However,  game  was  abundant. 
Chokecherry  wood  was  found  for  axe 
handles,  and,  eventually,  near  Park 
City,  two  suitable  cottonwoods  were 
found  for  canoes. 

On  the  morning  of  July  21,  the  intent 
of  the  smoke  signals  was  discovered. 
Twenty-four  of  the  horses  had  been 


stolen  in  the  night.  The  remaining  hors- 
es were  troublesome,  since  they  insist- 
ed on  chasing  every  buffalo  encoun- 
tered, as  their  original  owners,  Indians, 
had  taught  them  to  do. 

On  July  23  the  canoes  were  ready. 
Clark  and  the  rest  lashed  the  two 
canoes  together  and  headed  down 
river.  Three  men  took  the  remaining  25 
horses  overland.  July  24  they  floated 
past  where  the  Clark  Fork  River  flows 
into  the  Yellowstone  River  near  Laurel, 
a  place  the  Indians  called  "The  lodge 
where  all  dance."  Indeed,  a  large  coun- 
cil lodge  60  feet  in  diameter  had  been 
built  on  an  island  there. 

Just  west  of  present  day  BilUngs,  at 
the  mouth  of  Canyon  Creek,  the  horse 
party  met  Clark  and  the  others,  and 
they  crossed  the  men  and  horses  to  the 
south  bank  of  the  Yellowstone.  They 
camped  east  of  Billings  near  the  mouth 
of  Pryor  Creek. 

On  July  25,  the  party  noticed  a  huge 
sandstone  rock  not  far  from  the  river. 
Clark  climbed  it  and  saw  "Emence 
herds  of  Buffalows,  Elk  and  wolves." 
Indian  pictographs  were  on  the  rock, 
and  to  them  he  added  his  name  and  the 
date:  Wm.  Clark,  July  25,  1806.  He 
named  the  rock  Pomp/s  Tower  (now 
called  Pompeys  Pillar)  after 
Sacajawea' s  baby. 

At  the  mouth  of  the  Bighorn  River, 
their  July  26  camp,  the  group  was  kept 
awake  by  the  bellowing  of  the  buffalo 
bulls. 

Castle  Rock,  near  present  Forsyth, 
where  the  party  camped  the  27th,  was 
noted  in  the  journals.  On  the  28th,  float- 
ing past  Rosebud,  Porcupine,  and  other 
creeks,  the  notable  entry  of  the  day  was 
"The  elk  on  the  bank  of  the  river  were 
so  abundant  that  we  have  not  been  out 
of  sight  of  them  today."  The  Indians,  in 
fact,  called  the  Yellowstone  River  the 
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"Elk  River,"  because  of  the  herds. 

On  July  29,  near  present  day  Miles 
City,  Clark  commented  on  "coal  in 
great  quantities"  in  the  hUls.  On  July 
30,  after  one  of  the  most  difficult  river 
navigations  of  what  are  present  day 
Buffalo  Rapids  and  Bear  Rapids,  the 
party  came  upon  the  Glendive 
Makoshika  badlands,  which  Clark 
described  as  "bimt  hills." 

On  July  31,  1806,  they  camped  near 
present  Glendive  and  recorded  seeing  a 
grizzly  bear,  "the  largest  I  ever  saw."  It 
was  eating  a  buffalo. 

August  1  was  rainy  and  windy.  Clark 
reported  that  thousands  of  buffalo 
were  crossing  the  river  ahead  of  the 
canoes  "as  thick  as  they  could  swim." 
The  herd  was  a  quarter  mile  wide  and 
took  an  hour  and  fifteen  minutes  to 
cross  the  river.  After  they  set  camp  at 
present  Savage  (near  Sidney)  two  more 
herds,  just  as  big  as  the  first,  crossed  the 
river. 

By  August  2,  they  reached  the 
Missouri  River,  and  would  soon  rejoin 
Lewis  and  his  party. 

On  their  journey  through  what 
would  become  Custer  Country,  Clark 
recorded  what  has  become  one  of  the 
most  interesting  historic  trails  in  the 
world.  Watch  for  signs  that  point  out 
the  trail  and  details  of  their  journey  as 
you  travel  where  these  brave,  early 
explorers  traveled  nearly  200  years  ago. 

(Much  of  the  material  for  this  article 
was  taken  from  a  1987  issue  of 
Hoofprints  magazine.  The  article, 
"Clark  on  the  Yellowstone,"  was  writ- 
ten by  John  WiUard,  a  member  of  the 
Lewis  and  Clark  Trail  Foundation  and 
well  known  Billings  area  historian.) 

Pompeys  Pillar 

Pompeys  Pillar  is  one  of  the  most 
famous  sandstone  buttes  in  the  United 
States.  It  bears  the  only  remaining 
physical  evidence  along  the  traU  of  the 
Lewis  and  Clark  Expedition.  On  the 
face  of  the  150  foot  butte.  Captain 
William  Clark  carved  his  name  in  1806 
on  the  return  route  of  the  expedition. 

He  named  the  pillar  in  honor  of 
Baptiste,  the  small  son  of  Sacajawea, 
the  famous  Indian  woman  who  served 
as  interpreter,  along  with  her  guide 
husband  Charbonneau,  on  the  historic 
journey.  The  boy  had  been  nicknamed 
"Pomp,"  a  Shoshone  Indian  name  for 
"chief,"  thus — Pompeys  Pillar. 

Native  Americans  called  the  pillar 
"the  place  where  the  mountain  lion 
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/.  K.  Ralston  painting  of  Pompeys  Pillar  courtesy  US  of  Bureau  of  Land  Management 


Ues."  Some  visitors  think  that  a  sand- 
stone formation  that  is  a  part  of  the  pU- 
lar  which  resembles  a  mountain  Uon's 
head  is  the  reason  for  the  name. 
Another  theory  is  bom  out  of  the  fact 
that  live  mountain  lions  have  been 
spotted  in  the  area. 

In  November,  1991,  through  the 
efforts  of  the  Committee  for  the 
Preservation  of  Pompeys  Pillar,  the 
national  landmark  and  surrounding 
land  were  purchased  from  a  private 
owner  by  the  Bureau  of  Land 
Management. 

The  scene  above  is  a  J.  K.  Ralston 
painting.  Three  paintings,  other  art- 
work, and  a  Lewis  and  Clark  Trails  his- 
torical Ubrary  were  also  donated  to  the 
public  by  the  private  owners  as  a  part 
of  the  transaction. 

The  view  of  the  signature  wiU  be 
open  to  the  public  from  Memorial  Day 
to  Labor  Day,  1995.  BLM  staff  members 
and  Pompeys  PQlar  Association  volun- 
teers operate  the  attraction. 

A  boardwalk  leads  to  Clark's  signa- 
ture and  to  the  top  of  the  pillar.  Trails 
lead  visitors  past  wild  game  antlers  and 
Lewis  and  Clark  canoe  replicas  down 
to  a  view  of  the  river.  It  is  easy  to  see 
why  Clark's  journals  talk  of  the  strong 
currents  and  dangers  of  the 
Yellowstone  River.  Though  it  looks 
broad  and  tame  near  the  pillar,  under- 
currents and  channels  can  prove  a 
strong  foe. 

Birds  and  other  wildUfe  are  abun- 
dant in  the  area.  Buffalo  berries  and 
other  native  vegetation  may  be  identi- 
fied. 


Long  term  planning  for  the  area  is  in 
progress.  Comments  are  welcome  and 
should  be  directed  to:  BLM  Pompeys 
Pillar,  810  East  Main,  Billings,  MT 
59105,  Phone  (406)  657-6262. 


"I  marked  my  name  and  the  day  of  the  month 
and  year,"  wrote  Captain  Wilham  Clark  in  his 
journal.  Sacajawea,  her  baby  "Pomp,"  and 
another  member  of  the  exploration  party 
watch  him  carve  in  this  J.K.  Ralston  sketch. 
Courtesy  of  US  Bureau  of  Land  Management 


Was  There  a  'Last  Stand?' 


Custer's  last  battle  has  succeeded 
in  capturing  American  fancy 
Uke  few  other  clashes  in  history. 
On  June  25,  1876  along  the  banks  of 
the  Little  Bighorn  River,  Crazy  Horse, 
Lame  White  Man,  Gall  and  their  people 
achieved  their  greatest  victory. 
Now,  nearly  120  years  have  gone  by 

—  enough  time  for  a  myriad  of  expla- 
nations to  surface.  Most  take  a  familiar 
tack.  On  a  lonely  hill,  the  cavalrymen 
fought  against  all  odds  to  the  last  man 

—  that  man  often  thought  to  be  Custer 
himself  —  and  to  the  last  bullet. 

Now,  a  new  interpretation  chal- 
lenges the  "last  stand"  image, 
exposing  it  as  myth.  Custer 
did   not    meet   warrior 
masses  at  the  village, 
and  in  fact,  the  vil- 
lage   was    nearly 
empty.       When 
Custer  arrived, 
warriors     had 
rushed  to  meet 
Reno's  attack, 
and  non-com- 
batants     had 
fled  down  the 
valley.     These 
fugitives    were 
the  magnet 

which  drew 

Custer  from  the  vil 
lage,  farther  down  the 
valley     and     ultimately    >v     ,^^  j^ 
back  to  the  ridge  where  he  ^■-^^^^am^ 
died. 

The  new  interpretation  relies  heavi- 
ly on  the  history  beneath  our  feet  —  the 
artifacts  of  battle  exposed  and  made 
intelligible  through  archaeology.  A 
range  fire  in  August  of  1983  laid  the 
battlefield  bare,  allowing  a  close  exam- 
ination of  the  ground.  Subsequent 
archaeological  work  in  1984, 1985, 1989, 
and  1994  has  led  to  exciting  new  per- 
spectives about  what  happened.  They 
are  recounted  in  detail  in  "Archaeology 
History,  and  Custer's  Last  Battle,"  a 
book  by  Richard  A.  Fox,  a  member  of 
the  archaeological  team. 

"We  examined  Custer's  field  system- 
atically, using  metal  detectors,  finding 
and  recording  the  precise  locations  of 
artifacts  from  many  types,"  says  Fox. 

He  explains  that  when  a  gun's  firing 
pin  contacts  a  cartridge,  a  mark  unique 


to  that  gun  is  left  on  its  base.  So  all  cas- 
ings with  the  same  mark,  called  a  sig- 
nature, came  from  the  same  gun. 
Identical  signatures  at  various  locations 
track  a  gun's  positions  and  movements, 
hence  that  of  an  individual. 

Signatures  on  casings  from  soldiers' 
carbines  indicated  that  a  single  compa- 
ny formed  skirmish  lines,  two  of  them, 
one  after  the  other.  The  skirmishing 
patterns  demonstrate  not  only  stability 
among  the  ranks,  but  an  offensive  pos- 
ture, since  a  heavily  pressured  battal- 


and  while  on  the  offensive. 

Many  Indian  eyewitness  accounts 
agree.  Runs  the  Enemy,  a  Sioux, 
described  how  some  soldiers  skir- 
mished lightly  with  warriors  for 
awhile,  but  when  attacked,  lost  compo- 
sure and  fled  northward.  He  said  it  was 
like  a  stampede  of  buffalo,  chronicles 
Fox  in  his  book. 

Custer's  soldiers,  like  countless  oth- 
ers from  eras  before  and  after,  fell  vic- 
tim to  the  psychological  effects  of 
extreme  combat:  fear  and  panic.  With 
archaeology  it  is  now  possible  to 
understand  that. 

Some  Sioux  told  of  the  last 

fighting  — not  on  the  Last 

Stand  Hill  —  but  in  and 

near  a  rugged  ravine 

below.  There,  they 

related,    the    last 

soldiers       were 

dispatched     as 

they  attempted 

to  flee  or  hide. 

"The    Indian 


ion  on  the  defensive  presumably 
would  have  formed  multiple  skirmish 
lines,  probably  five.  They  were  not 
found  elsewhere  on  the  battlefield. 

"Near  the  skirmish  area,  we 
unearthed  a  cluster  of  casings  with 
unique  signatures,  telling  of  a  common 
behavior  during  heightened  duress," 
relates  Fox.  "MiUtary  strategists  call  it 
'bunching'.  The  cluster  indicates  sol- 
diers from  the  skirmish  line  began  to 
lose  stability  and  crowd  together. 
Several  signatures  in  the  cluster  were 
found  in  another  battle  sector  where 
over  70  soldiers  died  in  disorder  and 
with  little  resistance,  according  to  the 
archaeology."  The  findings  suggest 
Custer's  command  collapsed  suddenly 


version  rmgs 
true.  There 
was  no  last 
stand,"  Fox 
surmises.  "It 
was  a  desperate 
struggle  at  the 
end,  a  grim  scene 
lacking  the  heroic 
ingredients  of  myth. 
Certainly  there  is  no 
glory  in  the  new  story,  as  in  the 
reaUty  of  combat.  But  clothed  with  the 
rich  tapestry  of  history,  archaeology 
has  moved  us  a  step  closer  to  reality. 
"Together,  the  two  disciplines  have  fur- 
nished a  historical  understanding  of 
Custer's  last  battle  far  more  satisfying 
than  could  either  alone,"  affirms  the 
author. 

Richard  A.  Fox,  PhD  is  Associate 
Professor  of  Anthropology  in  the  Dept.  of 
Anthropology  at  the  University  of  South 
Dakota.  His  book  is  available  at  book  stores 
in  the  Custer  Country  tourism  region. 


Print  by  Ralph  Heinz,  "With  Their 
Backs  to  the  Wall,'  courtesy  of  Custer 
Battlefield  Preservation  Committee,  Inc. 

Custer  Country  Vacation  Guide— 1 995— Page  79 


''Hardin  s  Best 
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Family  Owned  &  Operated 
Non-Smoking  Rooms  Available 


Lariat  Motel 

709  North  Center  Avenue 

Hardin,  Montana  59034 

(406)  665-2683 


•  Year  Around  Low  Rates 

•  Air  Conditioned 

•  Cable  TV-  Showtime 

•  Direct  Dial  Phones 


Western  Hospitality 


•  Quiet  Downtown  Location 

•  Major  Credit  Cards  Accepted 

•  Pets  Welcome 

•  15  Miles  to  "Custer  Battlefield" 


AA/ri7PTr^AXTTXTXT 


In  Hardin  -  15  Miles  to  Little  Bighorn  Battlefield 


BEAUTIFUL  NEW  SWIMMING  POOL 

Hot  Tub  and  8  FT.  Pool  Side  Water  Slide 

In  Room  Movies  &  In  Room  Super  Nintendo 

BATTLEFIELD  TOUR  TAPES  AVAILABLE  AND  FREE  INFORMATION 

Fitness  &  Weight  Room  •  Video  Game  Room  •   Playground  &  Kiddy  Castle 

Barbecue  &  Picnic  Area  •  2  Coin  Guest  Laundries  •   Some  Rooms  Modem  Ready 

Beautiful  Honeymoon  Suite  With  Heart  Shaped  Love  Tub 

Rooms  With  Refrigerators  •   Large  Family  Units  •  Non  Smoking  Rooms 

Senior  Rates  •   Group  Rates  •   Individual  Heat  &  Air  •   Handicap  Facilities  &  Aids 

1 5  Miles  To  Montana's  Largest  Casino  •  Lounge,  Restaurant,  Gas  &  Gift  Stores  Nearby 

Free  Continental  Breakfast  (Toast  -  Coffee  -  Juice) 
Free  Copies  (10)   •   Free  Incoming  Fax  (10  pages)   •   Free  Local  Calls  (10)   •   Free  Maps 
1-800-341-8000  or  (406)  665-1870  •  FAX  (406)  665-1615  •  Travel  Agent  Hodine  1-800-582-8094 

Easy  Access  &  Ample  Parking  •   1-90  &  City  Center  Exit  #495 
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Where 

Legends 

Live 


1 


A  realistic  display  of  Indian  culture  is  part  of  Little  Big  Horn  Days  Weekend 


Craig  A.  Warren  Photo 


I  Montana  I 

^^  Hardin 


Western  History  Comes  Alive 


Hardin  is  the  heart  of  Custer 
Country.  Custer  meets  his  demise  here 
every  year.  Civilized  fun  and  comforts 
include  a  pioneer  museum,  an  art 
gallery,  trading  posts,  a  variety  of  inter- 
esting shops,  a  kiddie  playground,  an 
indoor  swimming  pool  and  exercise 
rooms,  and  a  golf  course. 

Motels,  campgrounds  and  restau- 
rants will  keep  you  comfortable  while 
you  explore  the  Little  Bighorn 
Battlefield  and  Custer  National 
Cemetery,  Bighorn  Canyon  National 
Recreation  Area,  Yellowtail  Dam,  and 
the  Bighorn  River. 

Besides  being  the  home  of  Custer's 
Last  Stand  Re-Enactment  and  Little  Big 
Horn  Days,  Hardin  has  other  events 
from  rodeos  and  parades  to  street 
dances,  from  art  and  craft  shows  to 
quilt  shows.  See  the  calendar  of  events 


in  this  section,  or  call  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  office  for  details  (406)  665- 
1672. 

Historians  say  the  town  was  named 
for  Samuel  H.  Hardin,  a  cattle  man 
from  Wyoming  who  leased  tracts  of 
land  on  the  Crow  Reservation  to  range 
his  cattle.  Local  industry  now  includes 
farming  and  ranching,  surface  coal 
mining,  fishing  and  recreational  oppor- 
tunities. 

You'll  see  sugar  beets,  com,  wheat, 
and  barley  in  the  fields.  The  raising  of 
beef  cattle,  sheep,  hogs,  and  quarter 
horses  is  part  of  the  livestock  economic 
picture. 

Western  Experiences 

Hardin  and  the  surrounding  area 
offer  western  experiences  involving 
history  and  horses. 

A  special  camp  imparts  cavalry  train- 


ing and  the  chance  to  participate  in  the 
Custer's  Last  Stand  Re-Enactment. 
Wagon  train  rides  and  horseback  rid- 
ing and  trail  rides  can  be  arranged  by 
appointment. 

Team  roping  events  are  held  often  at 
local  ranches  and  at  rodeos.  And  there 
are  dude  ranches  which  offer  horse- 
back riding,  fishing,  local  tours  and 
sightseeing. 

History  Comes  to  Life 

Custer's  Last  Stand  Re-Enactment, 
June  23-25,  1995  is  part  of  the  Little  Big 
Horn  Days  celebration  of  cultural  her- 
itage, held  annuaUy  in  Hardin —  June 
22-25  in  1995. 

This  year  the  Marines  are  coming  to 
help  Custer's  Last  Stand! 

The  First  Marine  Division  Band  from 
Camp  Pendleton,  CA.  wdU  play  June  22 
at  the  Military  Ball,  a  new  addition  to 
the  activities  this  year.  They  will  play  in 
the  "Outlaws  of  the  West"  parade  at  10 
a.m.  June  24  and  at  each  show  at  the  re- 
enactment  site. 

The  four-day  festival  features  a 
PRCA  Rodeo,  as  well  as  a  radio  variety 
show,  military  ball,  carnival,  down- 
town parade,  street  dance,  antique 
show,  arts  and  crafts  demonstrations, 
country  breakfast,  gospel  service,  book 
fair,  seminars  and  Scandinavian  feed. 
Many  events  are  free,  and  the  country- 
style  meals  are  moderately  priced  with 
families  in  mind. 
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elcome  to  Hardin  from  the  West  End  Merchant 


KC's  Family 
Drive-ln 

In  a  hurry?  Call  Ahead 

665-1171 

Car  Hop  Service  ®  Inside  Seating 

Eat  In  or  Take  Out 

Floats  •  Shakes  •  Flurries  •  Cones 

Burgers  •  Salads  •  Broasted  Chicken 

"^  COMPLETE  MENU 

Open  Daily  at  11:00 
833  West  3rd  Street  •  Hardin,  Montana 


w'estern  Motel 

Only  15  Minutes  to  Little  Bighorn  Battlefield 

(formerly  Custer  Battlefield) 

Exit  #495  or  U497  -  One  Mile  South  of  1-90 
Family  Owned  and  Operated  •  Quiet  Location 
•  Phone  (406)  665-2296  •  FAX  (406)  665-2298 

10  Min.  to  Bighorn  River  Trout  Fishing 

Queen  Size  Beds  -  Two  room  family  units  available 

Color  TV  (28  Major  Cable  Channels)  -  In  Room  Coffee 

Commercial  Rates  -  Non  smoking  (no  pet)  rooms  available 

Large  Parking  Area  •  Small  Pets  Accepted 

FOOD,  GROCERIES,  GAS,  CAR  WASH, 

BEAUTY  SALONS,  GIFT  SHOPS, 

LOUNGE,  LAUNDROMAT 

*Within  One  Block* 


4-D's  Car  Wash 
Comer  of  4th  &  Lewis 

Cars  •  Vans  •  Pickups  •  Trucks 
Open  24  Hours  in  the  Summer 


RVPatk 


Sunset  Village 

920  3rd  St.  So.;  Hardin,  MT  59034 

Reservations  &  Information 

(406)  665-3244 

HARDIN'S  NEWEST  RV  PARK 

Good  Sam,  Wheelers  Approved 
*  Full  Hookups 

•  20, 30  &  50  amp  electric  services 

*  Handicap  Showers  &  Restrooms 

•  Cable  TV  Hookups    •  Picnic  Tables 

•  Bar-B-Que  Grills       •  Laundromat 

•  Convenience  Store     •  Video  Rentals 

•  Large  Playground     •  Public  Pay  Phone 


North 


1-90 


TaKe  Highway  31 3  \ 
1.8  Miles  South. 
Can't  Miss  us 


Exit  495 


Entrance  ir 


Museum 
ExHM97 


Close  to 
Custer's  Last  Stand  Re-enactment 

Little  Bighorn  Battlefield 
Yellowtail  Dam  and  much  more! 

We  Accept  Visa  &  Mastercard 


DoUie's  Grocery 

•  Gas  •  Groceries  •  Pop 

•  Beer  •  Tobacco  •  Ice 

•  Lottery 

Open  7  Days  a  Week 

7:00  a.m.  -  10:00  p.m. 

(406)  665-1424 

804  w.  3rcl  •  Hardin,  iviontana 


CORNER  POCKET 

Full  Bar  *  Hand  made  Pizza 
Sandwiches  •  Game  &  Pool  Room 
920  West  3rd.  •  Hardin 
665-2024 


Rene's  Salon 

Hair  Care  for  the  Whole  Family 

Full  Retail  Line 

Sandra  Sharbono 

Hair  Designer  &  Nail  Tech 

822  W.  3rd,  •  Hardin,  iVIontana 

(406)665-2190 


Canyon  Gate  Gift  Shop 

Made  in  Montana  Products 

Collectibles  *  Jewelry 

Open  Evenings 

822  West  3rd  St.  •  (406)  665-2395 


Chief  Auto  Sales 


(406)  665-1011 
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JQclX  AJUIjinX 

UraiBiBOBN 

"THE  SOUNDTRACK" 

*  Custer's  Last  Stand 

,  v;*  Crazy  Horse's  Vision  Qumf 
0.         *  the  New  Frontier 
'^  For  as  long  as  ^e  Buffalo  Room 

•  Echoes  of  Woshita 

*Jn  the  Lodge  of  the  Medkine 
Arrow  KsMsper 

*  Sitting  Boll's  Premonition 

•  Ghosts  of  Broken  Treati^ 

this  draroatk  recording  traces  the  footsteM  of  the 

l^ne  looding  up  to  an6  mciudirig  ttie  "Botrfe  at  Littk 
:$^norn°.  listen  to  tJie  sounds  (p6  feelings  ihot 

prevcBedopon^bnciv/herebiiftatoonceroofned 
,  and  raJ^ity  braves  doncwl  to  tJ^  sovnd  of  tliy  n<fer- 
•  hQ  6nitrti  cmd  tHe  call  of  me  wiid  ecfioed  fKrou^- 

oot  tfec  volleys  cmci  rivers.^.. 


ALSO: 
THE  NARRATIVE  SOUNDTRACK 

"fa  gi*x  ill  KunoRi" 

Narrated  by  the 
"FOREMOST  CUSTER  UVING  HISTORIAN" 

Steele  ^texeutd&t 

Featured  at  Re-enactment  sites  WORLD-WIDE.  . 


Part  of  the 
"GREAT  AMERICAN  WEST  SERIES"- 


■  How  to  Order  ■ 

Available  on  CD  &  Coiselte 

1 .  Spirit  Forces  on  Earth 

2.  me  Dreamcatcher 

3.  Battle  at  Little  Bighorn  (The  Soundtrack) 

4.  Echoes  of  the  Pacific  f^orthwest 

Also  available  on  cassette  only 

Battle  at  Little  Bighorn  - 
"To  Heal  All  Nations" 

(The  Narrative  Untold  Story  of  Custer's  Life) 


CO  3 1 7.00  &  Cassette  $  1 2.00     «q  ««. 
includes  shipping  &  handling 
Send  check  or  money  order  to;  Secrets  of  the  Monument, 
P.O.  Box  781,  Joshua  Tree,  CA  92252  or  phone  order 
619/366-8400 


You  can  join  the  "U.S.  Cavalry"  and  ride  the  route  that  Custer  rode  when  you  sign  on  with 
the  Davis  Creek  Camp  Company  of  Sarpy,  MT.  Here,  Lt.  Col.  George  Armstrong  Custer 
(Steve  Alexander  of  Jackson,  MI)  is  flanked  by  cavalry  riders  who  have  been  members  of  the 
cavalry. 

Phil  WJiitlow/Davis  Creek  Camp  Photo 


Last  Stand  Re-Enactment 

Custer's  Last  Stand  Re-Enactment  is 
listed  as  one  of  the  "Top  100  Events  in 
America"  by  Destinations  Magazine. 

Indeed,  this,  the  most  famous  Indian- 
cavalry  battle  in  history,  is  one  of  the 
biggest  annual  attractions  in  all  of 
Custer  Country.  The  battle  took  place 
119  years  ago  on  June  25,  1876. 

Held  six  miles  west  of  Hardin,  the 
performances  of  Custer's  Last  Stand 
Re-Enactment  are  set  for  1:30  and  5 
p.m.  on  Friday  and  Saturday,  June  23- 
24,  and  for  1:30  p.m.  only  on  Sunday, 
June  25.  This  is  the  119th  anniversary  of 
the  Battle  of  the  Little  Bighorn.  Tickets 
are  $10  for  adults,  $6  for  children  6-12 
(five  and  under  free). 

To  order  tickets,  call  the  Hardin  Area 
Chamber  of  Commerce  at  (406)  665- 
1672  or  write  to  the  chamber  at  219 
North  Center  Ave.,  Hardin,  MT  59034. 
Group  rates  for  tickets  purchased 
before  June  15  may  be  negotiated. 

In  this  vivid,  hour-long  spectacle, 
authentic  Indian  narration  re-creates 
the  background  of  General  Custer's 
mission  to  drive  the  Sioux  and 
Cheyenne  to  reservations,  a  mission 
that  cUmaxes  in  a  furious  encounter 
near  the  original  battle  site. 

The  cast  of  300  includes  descendants 
of  both  the  Indian  scouts  who  rode 
wdth  Custer  and  the  homesteaders  who 
settled  the  Montana  plains.  Steve 
Alexander,  one  of  the  country's  fore- 


most experts  on  Custer  history,  plays 
Custer.  Besides  the  historic  knowledge 
he  bears,  he  has  a  close  physical  resem- 
blance to  Custer. 


Is  Custer's 
last  stand  a 


find  out  what 

archaeology 

says  about 

Custer's  last 

battle 


Tour  the  Little  Bighorn  Battlefield  with 
archaeologist  Richard  Fox's  self-guiding 
auto-tour  on  tape.  Plug  it  into  your  car 
stereo  and  follow  along  as  you  drive 
through  the  battlefield.  Music  and  sounds 
bring  the  battle  to  life  as  Dr.  Fox  explains 
what  archaeology  and  history  reveal  about 
Custer's  last  battle. 

Little  Bigtiom  Battlefield 

Auto  Tour 


with  Archaeologist 

Richard  Fox 


audio  cassette  with  maps 

For  use  on-site  or  at  home  with  enclosed  maps. 

Available  at  visitor  centers  &  stores  in  the 

battlefield  area. 
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WELCOME  TO  HARDINI 


Fine  81  Dandy 
Gift  Shop 

X  Souvenirs 

X  Gifts 

X  Collectibles 

X  Porcelain  Dolls 

X  Candles 

X  Montana  Made  Jewelry 

X  Baby  Items 

303  North  Center  •  Hardin,  Montana 
(406)  665-1228 


Bottom  Line 
Bingo  &  Casino 

13  East  3rd,  Hardin,  MT  59034 

BINGO 

Every  Day  -  7:00  pm 

(6:45  pm  Early  Bird) 

Casino  Open  Daily  -  11:00  am 

665-9927 

Come  In  for  q 
FR€€  Spin!! 


Alvce's  Kitchen 

•  Lunch  &  Dinner  Menus 

•  Daily  Specials 

•  Homemade  Soups  8e  Pie 

Uarying  Hours:  Monday  -  Saturday 

13  E.  3rd  St. 

Hardin.  Montana  59034 

r406J  665-9927 


Merry  Mixer 
Restaurant  &  Lounge 

Breakfast 
Lunch 

Dinner       ooodFood 
Daily  Homemade  Specials 

Soups  &  Pastries 

Wide  Selection  of  Steaks 

"Where  Our  Customers 

Send  Their  Friends" 

317  N.  Center  Ave. 

Hardin,  Montana  665-3735 


flower 
^xprcssioijs 

^  '5^f csft  ^towers 
^  S*f^  ^towers 
i^  gaskets  ^  'pf^fonts 
^  Gifts 

417  N.  Center  Ave. 
Hardin,  Montana 

(406)665-1352 


Sweets  ^  %  -  SucR 

Gourmet  Candy  &  Gift  Shop 

^^(^^ 

Gourmet  Qand-^,  Cojjcc  Sl  '^cas 

Antiques 

Si  So  9^}^ch  ^orcf 

^^^^ 

8  W.  3rcl  St.  •  Hardin,  MT  59034 
Shawna  Stieber  -  (406)  665-1453 


Clothes  Line 


Western  Artifacts 

Indian  Crafts 

Oil  Lamps,  Milk  Cans 

Game  Mounts 
Elk,  Deer,  jackalope 
Antiques 
Collectibles 
Clothing 

Pawn 

Cash  to  Loan 
Railroad  Lamps 

305  N.  Center  Ave. 
Hardin,  MT  59034 


ARDiN  Auto  Co. 


FORD 


MERCURY 


416  N.  Center  Ave.  •  Hardin,  Mt. 

(406)  665-1211 

Montana  Watts: 

1-800-735-8857 

Little  Bighorn 
Battlefield  Specials 

•  Dally  Rentals 

•  14  Miles  from  Little 
Bighorn  Battlefield 

•  Full  Service  Facility 
•  Low  Labor  Rates 


LAMMERS' 
Trading  Post 

George  G.  I^mmers     17E.  4th,  Hardin,  MT 
406-665-2603  Mon.-  Sat.  9-  5:30 

*  Western  Wear 

*  Horse  Tack 
if  Navajo  Rugs 
^Beadwork 

if  Sporting  Goods 

if  Authentic  Indian  Curios  & 
Souvenirs 

if  Moccasins 

if  Pendleton  Blankets 


1995  Ford  Supercab 
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One  of  the  11,000-plus  visitors  at  last 
year's  re-enactment  stated,  "It's  like 
really  being  there — smack  dab  in  the 
middle  of  history."  You  can  be  there, 
too! 

Little  Big  Horn  Days 

The  Little  Big  Horn  Days  third  annu- 
al professional  rodeo  is  a  PRCA  sanc- 
tioned event,  w^ith  stock  provided  by 
Powder  River  Rodeo  Productions. 
Specialty  acts,  Indian  relay  races  and 
clowns  will  be  featured. 

The  rodeo  will  be  June  23-24  at  8:00 
p.m.  at  the  Big  Horn  County 
Fairgrounds  (south  end  of  Center  Ave. 
across  the  tracks). 

Tickets  for  the  rodeo  on  Friday  and 
Saturday  nights  are  $7  for  adults  and  $4 
for  children  6-12  (five  and  under  free). 
Family  prices  are  $20  for  two  adults 
and  two  children,  $25  for  three  adults 
and  two  children.  PRCA  Rodeos  draw 
top  contenders  in  the  sport  of  the  West. 

All  events  set  for  Thursday,  June  22 
kick  off  at  7:00  p.m.  with  "At  Home  on 
the  Range,"  a  radio  variety  show,  creat- 
ed by  local  writers. 

The  Mountain  Carousel  Carnival 
runs  from  noon  until  midnight 
Thursday,  and  continues  throughout 
the  weekend. 

Sellers  offer  wares  downtown  at  a 


219  Center  Avenue 
(406)  665-3239 

Variety  of  Rotating  Art 
Exhibits  Throughout  the  Year 

KtV 

•  Original  Artwork 
•  Prints  •  Pottery  •  Jewelry 
•Made  in  Montana  Crafts 

•  Books  •  Cards 
•  Quilts  &  Quilted  Items 

Undercover  Gals  Quilt  Fair 

September  5  -  75, 1995 
Hours:  l\ies.  -  Sat.;  10-5:30 

This  Ad  Sponsored  by 
Westmoreland  Resources,  Inc. 


A  PRCA  rodeo  is  an  exciting  part  of  Little  Big  Horn  Days  activities. 

Joe  Howard  Photo 


historical  book  fair,  an  arts  and  crafts 
fair,  and  antique  show,  Friday  through 
Sunday. 

The  Little  Bighorn  Symposium  is  9-4 
Friday  at  the  Middle  School 
Auditorium. 


Organizers  invite  all  youngsters  to 
participate  in  the  Old  West  Youth 
Parade  downtown  at  11  a.m.,  on 
Friday,  followed  by  a  hot  dog  lunch  at 
the  fairgrounds.  Youth  games,  activi- 
ties, prizes,  and  farm  pet  exhibits  fol- 


ICU 


xw^ 


1%  f7ii\ 


221  N.  Center 
Hardin,  Montana 


\ 

Justin  Boots 

Bailey  Hats 

Montana  Silversmith 

Montana  Gold  "^^ 
Carhartt 
Wrangler 
^      Rocky  MT.  Jeans  &  Shirts      * 
Mobetta    L 


Wilson  Boots 

Frontier  Clothing 

Made  in  U.S.A. 

Boot  &  Shoe  Repair  Drop-off 


Sal 
(406)  665-1312 
(406)  665-2879 


Open:  Mon.  -  Sat.  9-6 
Sundays  11-5  (May  -  Dec.) 


W       uJ 


69/ 


aP 
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low  downtown  and  at  the  fairgrounds. 

The  parade  is  complete  with  Cavalry 
and  Indians  in  full  regalia  on  Saturday, 
June  24  at  10  a.m.  "Outlaws  of  the 
West"  is  the  theme  of  the  stream  of 
floats,  bands  and  riders.  Vendor  booths 
downtown  include  food  concessions. 
Following  the  parade,  everyone  is  wel- 
come at  the  Scandinavian  feed  at  the 
American  Lutheran  Church  until  7  p.m. 
A  fee  is  charged. 

Wake  up  to  a  Country  Breakfast  on 
Sunday  at  the  Big  Horn  County 
Museum.  A  non-denominational  old 
time  gospel  service  will  be  held  at  11 
a.m.  at  the  museum's  restored  church. 

Except  for  the  re-enactment,  most 
events  will  be  held  in  the  town  of 
Hardin  or  at  the  Big  Horn  County 
Museum,  1  mile  east  of  Hardin.  The  re- 
enactment  is  at  a  site  six  miles  west  of 
Hardin,  just  off  the  Old  Hardin  Road, 
Highway  87. 

Jail  House  Gallery 

The  Jail  House  Gallery  located  at  219 
North  Center  in  Hardin,  features 
monthly  rotated  exhibits  of  both 
regional  and  statewide  shows,  as  well 
as  a  gift  shop.  The  gallery  is  open  year- 
round,  Tuesday  through  Saturday, 
from  10  a.m.-5:30  p.m. 

The  Undercover  Gals  quilt  guild  of 
Hardin  presents  its  13th  annual  quilt 
show  at  the  gallery  September  5-15  in 
1995.  This  is  an  open  show  featuring  an 
antique  quilt  section  and  a  challenge 
quilt  contest.  Quilt  enthusiasts  may 
write  to:  Quilts,  Box  508,  Hardin,  MT 
59034  for  information. 

Museum  And  Visitor  Center 

Directly  off  1-90  Exit  497,  or  Exit  495 
and  then  through  town,  is  the  Big  Horn 


Garrett  and  Matthew  give  a  "thumbs  up"  to  Hardin's  Kids  World  Playground  at  Hardin 
Primary  School,  314  West  3rd,  which  is  open  year  round.  Many  areas  in  Hardin  have  been 
designed  with  low-cost  activities  for  families  in  mind. 

Edythe  McCleary  Photo 


County  Historical  Museum  village.  To 
their  visitors,  the  museum  staff  and 
volunteers  offer  a  cool,  quiet  stop,  com- 
plete with  interpretive  displays  of  the 
area's  past.  There  is  no  charge  to  view 
the  museum  or  to  use  the  picnic  area. 

Sit  down  and  relax  in  the  museum 
while  you  watch  your  choice  of  videos 
about  area  attractions.  The  state  infor- 
mation center  links  you  with  travel 
information. 

The  museum  displays  a  complete 
selection  of  informational  brochures 
and  pamphlets  about  attractions 
throughout  Montana  and  bordering 
states.  The  people  who  greet  you  are 
happy  to  give  you  personal  insight  into 
attractions  in  the  area.  Books  pertaining 
to  the  area's  history  are  for  sale,  as  are 
other  western  gift  and  souvenir  items. 


The  displays  concentrate  on  telling 
the  story  of  Big  Horn  County. 
Surrounding  the  grassy,  shady  picnic 
area  are  buildings  brought  to  the 
grounds  and  restored  to  their  early-day 
best.  Included  are  a  schoolhouse,  a 
farmhouse,  a  log  cabin,  a  church,  a  doc- 
tor's office  building,  a  blacksmith  shop, 
a  bam,  a  service  station  and  a  train 
depot.  The  old  Corinth  Store  and  Post 
Office  looks  like  the  proprietor  just 
stepped  out.  The  new  Custer  Stage 
Station  is  a  Fort  Custer  cavalry  bam 
replica. 

Would  you  ride  in  the  stagecoach  on 
display  that  ran  from  Fort  Custer  in 
1880  to  Rock  Creek,  Wyoming?  Have  a 
look. 

The  First  Rendezvous 

In   1743,   the  Verendryes  brothers. 


state  Visitor  Center 


Situated  on  24  acres  and  established  in  1979, 
the  Museum  complex  of  forteen  permanent 

buildings  represents  the  area's  past. 

• 

^  Unique  Country  Store 

•  Books  on  Custer,  Indians  &  Western  History 

•  Made  in  Montana  Gifts 

•  Native  American  Crafts 
H^  Picnic  Area 

^  No  Admission  Fee 
*  Self  Guided  Tours 
>  OPEN  YEAR  ROUND  -  VARYING  HOURS  4 

May  1  thru  Sept.  30 8-8  Mon.  -  Sun. 

Oct.  1  thm  April  30 9-5  Mon.  -  Sat. 

Rte.  1,  Box  1206A,  Hardin,  MT.  59034 

1-90  Exits  495  &  497 

(406)  665-1671  (Phone  &  FAX) 

7^15  J^d Sponsored 5y  first  Interstate  'BanH^ 
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rfood  & 
gifts 


Propane  *  RV  Trailer  Dump  Free  with 
Gas  Fill-Up  *  Fishing  Licenses 

Your  One-Stop 
Convenience  Store 

1^  Casino 
c?  Full  Deli 

0^  Chester-Fried  Chicken 
i^  Ice  Cream  Delights 
v^  Beer  &  Wine 
c?  l\^ontana  Gifts  &  Souvenirs 
i^  Sinclair,  Visa,  Discover  & 
MasterCard  Accepted 

ik-  Credit  Card  Same  As  Cash! 


1424  N.  Crawford 
Hardin,  MT 

1-90  Exit  495 
(406)  665-2227 


Smelairj 


HARDIN 


Grandview 
Campground 

Closest  Full  Service  Camp  To: 
Little  Bighorn  Battle  (13  miles) 
Custer  Re-enactment  (8  miles) 
,   •  20,  30,  &  50  Amp 

•  Cable  TV 

•  Very  Clean  Restrooms  &  Laundry 

•  Extra  Large  Pull-thru  Sites 

•  Gift  Shop,  store,  RV  Supplies 

Within  1  Block: 
Tennis 
L.     Playground 
Olympic  Pool 

We  Honor  Camping  Discounts 

1-90  Exit  495,  Go  South  4  Blocks 

Bear  right  on  Hwy313 

1002  N.Mitchell  Ave. 

Hardin,  MT  59034 

(406)  665-2489 


665-3334 


THE  HARDIN  DOUBLE  DEAL 


TWO  Large 
1 -Topping  Pizzas 

$1300 

Please  present  coupon  when  ordering.  One  coupon  pen 
party  per  visit  at  participating  Pizza  Hut  restaurants.^ 
Not  valid  with  any  other  offer  or  BIGFOOT  pizza. 
Limited  delivery   area.   Delivery   charge     ^mrnrn^ 
may  apply.  wSSSH^ 

OFFER  EXPIRES  r*<Xf^ 

DECEMBER  31,  1995.  ^Utt 


Dairij 
Queen 


brazier 


® 


•  Value  Meals!! 

•  Hamburgers 

•  Hotdogs 

•  Fish  or  Chicken 
Sandwiches 

•  Dairy  Queen® 
Frozen  Cakes 

&  Blizzard®  Pies 

•  Cones  -  Sundaes 
Shakes 

•  Banana  Splits 

•  Dilly®  Bars 

•  Buster®  Bars 

•  Soft  Drinks 

•  We  Have  Yogurt!! 


TOCO  JOHO)  S. 


of  Hardin 


Featuring: 

•  Tacos 

•  Nachos 

•  Burritos 

•  Combination 
Platters 


•  Enchiladas 

•  Taco  Salads 

•  Tostadas 

•  Mexican  Pizza 


•  Chili 

•  Mexican  Desserts 

•  Soft  Drinks 

•  Ice  Cream  &  Yogurt 

Authentic  Mexican  Flavors! 

Your  choice-  Chicken  or  Beef 


To  Billings 


TACO  JOHN'S 
DAIRY  QUEEN 


Exit  495 

Little  Bighorn  Battlefield 
National  Monument 


b  Sheridan 


NEW: 

^  Sierra 

Chicken 

Sandwich 

^  Chicken 
Fajitas 

^  EZ  Combo 
Meals 


Hours:  10:30  am  - 11:00  pm 


More  Than  You  Imagined  ^Ses-i 370 
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Reflections  of  Custer's  Last  Stand 


The  battle  of  The  Little  Bighorn  continues 
to  be  one  of  the  most  dramatic  battles  in 
American  History.  Reflections  of  Custer's  Last 
Stand,  by  renowned  artist  Jeanie  Southworth, 
depicts  events  that  led  to  The  Campaign  of 
1876.  Ms.  Southworth's  montage  unfolds  as  a 
visual  scroll  and  takes  the  viewer  on  a  histori- 
cal journey  from  Custer's  meeting  with  the 
Southern  Cheyenne  in  1869,  to  his  death  in 
1876. 

Represented  are  portraits  of  Lt.  Col.  Custer, 
family  members  who  perished  at  his  side  and 
officers  who  were  associated  with  The 
Campaign.  Also  captured  are  images  of 
Custer's  Crow  Scouts  and  many  of  the  great 
War  Chiefs  who  were  victorious  at  The  Little 
Bighorn. 

A  complete  description  will  accompany 
each  print  in  the  form  of  a  scroll.  Prints  will  be 
signed  and  numbered  by  the  artist  and  will 
include  a  Certificate  of  Authenticity  and  Title. 


Image  Size:  19.5"X26"  S/N 
Image  Size:  8"X10.5"     S/N 


$100.00 
$30.00 


To  Order,  Call  or  Write: 
Reflections 

Box  1033  Rt.  1;  Hardin,  MT  59034 

(406)  665-2888 

Add  $8  for  shipping  in  U.S.;  $15.00  outside  U.S. 

Native  American  books,  art  prints,  and 

reproduction  artifacts.  Send  $3.00  for  catalog. 

WE  ACCEPT  PERSONAL  CHECKS,  MONEY 

ORDERS,  MASTERCARD  OR  VISA 


\i     BIG  HORN 
#\      VALLEY 

^^^        KOA 

lxU/\    Hardin,  Mt.  59034 

From  Exit  495  on  1-90, 
go  North  1-1/4  miles  on  Hwy.  47 

Kampin  Kabins 

15  Mi.  to  Little  Bighorn 

Battlefield  National  Monument 

Pool 

HotT\ib 

Playhouse  -  Playground 

Snack  Bar 

Well-Stocked  Store 

Cool  Nights  under  lots  of 
Big  Sky 

45  Miles  to  Yellowtail  Dam 
Yellowstone  National  Park  is 
less  than  a  day's  drive  west 
Black  Hills  are  less  than  a 
day's  drive  east 

Phone  (406)665-1635 


(conocol 

BOB'S 

INTERSTATE 

SERVICE 

•  FREE  MAPS  • 

•  FISHING  SUPPLIES  • 

•CONVENIENCE  STORE- 

•  BEER  • 
AUTO  and  TIRE  SERVICE 


Highway  47  &  Interstate  90 
Hardin,  Montana  59034 

(406)  665-3665 
"Next  to  the  Purple  Cow" 


Purple  1^  Coiv 

Family  Restaurant 


BEST  SALAD  BAR 
AND  BUFFET 
IN  THE  STATE 

Our  food  is  made  from  scratch 


•  TRY  OUR  HOMEMADE 
SOUPS  &  PIES  • 

-HOURS- 
Summer:  7  a.m -10  p.m. 
Winter:  7  a.m.-8:30  p.m. 

Rt.  1  Box  1003 

Hardin,  iVIT  59034 

(406)  665-3601 

"Next  to  Bob's  Interstate  Service" 
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'"^    At 


The  Big  Horn  Count)'  Museum  \illcige  is  a  hands-on  recording  of  the  histor)'  of  the  West. 
Its  buildings,  displays  and  picruc  grounds  offer  a  relaxing  spot  to  spend  a  couple  of 
hours.  Occasionally,  church  services  are  held  on  Sunday  during  the  summer. 

Donna  Delp  Photo 


French  explorers,  were  the  first  white 
men  to  visit  the  Bighorn  River  country. 
They  met  a  tribe  of  Indians  they  named 
the  "Beaux  Hommes"  (Handsome 
Men).  These  were  the  Crow  Indians. 
The  place  of  this  first  meeting  (ren- 
dezvous) was  on  the  Bighorn  River, 
near  what  is  now  Hardin,  Montana. 
Far  West  Was  Here 
Within  a  stone's  throw  of  the 
Rendezvous  site,  just  east  of  Hardin, 
where  the  Little  Bighorn  River  joins  the 
Bighorn,  is  the  island  site  where  the  Far 
West  stemwheeler  packet  anchored  on 
June  27, 1876,  to  evacuate  the  wounded 


from  the  Reno  and  Benteen  battles,  part 
of  the  Battle  of  the  Little  Bighorn.  It  was 
the  Far  West  which  carried  survivors 
with  the  story  of  Custer's  defeat  to  the 
world. 


These  businesses  and  individuals 
support  tourism  in  the  Hardin  area  of 
Custer  Country: 

First  Interstate  Bank 
Matovich  Oil 

Graham- Staunton  Chevrolet 
Big  Horn  Insurance 
Westmoreland  Resources 


Hardin,  Montana 
1-90,  Exit  49S 

Little  Bighorn  Battlefield 
National  Monument 

(formerly  Custer  Battlefield) 
15  minute  drive 


24  Hour  Desk 
Cable  TV  -  33  channels 
(ESPN,  CNN,  Weather  channel  incld.) 
Free  coffee,  beverages  &  toast 
Guest  Laundry 
Fax  &  Copies 
Conference  room  available 
All  major  credit  cards 
Free  area  maps  &  tourist  info. 
Peaceful,  quiet  atmosphere 
Non-smoking  rooms  avail. 
Winter  plug-ins 
Next  to  several  restaurants 
Free  local  calls 
Senior  &  other  discounts 
Pets  with  permission 


^ 


\^^M 


1-406-665-1700  or 
Superline  1-800-800-8000 


Custer  Country  Vacation  Guide— 1 995— Page  89 


1995  in  Hardin 

June:  Tractor  Power  Pull 10-11 

Walleye  Tournament 10-11 

Deb  Wobig  Memorial  Rodeo 18-19 

Quilts  in  the  Library 15 

through  July  15 

Military  Ball 22 

Little  Big  Horn  Days 22-25 

Little  Big  Horn  Days  Rodeo 23-24 

Custer's  Last  Stand 

Re-Enactment 23-25 

July:  Amateur  Rodeo, 

Talent  Show  &  Fireworks 4 

Hardin  Youth  Fair July  31-Aug.  6 

Aug:  Crow  Fair  at  Crow  Agency. .17-21 

Country  Fun  Day,  Run  and  Walk 27 

Sept:Undercover  Gal's  Quilt  Show5-15 

Arapooish  Pond  and  Recreation  Park 

The  new  Arapooish  Pond  and 
Recreation  Park  is  located  one  mile 
north  of  Hardin  Exit  495  off  Highway 
47.  The  park  is  at  the  Arapooish  Fishing 
Access  near  the  Bighorn  River. 

A  six  foot  wide  trail  is  an  inviting 
path  for  hikers  or  cross  country  skiers. 
Designed  to  be  a  spot  for  families,  pic- 
nic tables  and  self-contained  bath- 
rooms have  been  installed.  Alcohol  is 
prohibited. 

A  road  allows  driving  to  the  picnic 
tables.  But  the  competition  of  motor- 


ized vehicles  stops  there,  because  no 
motorized  vehicles  may  invade  the 
north  side  of  the  pond. 

Fishermen  in  non-motorized  boats  or 
canoes  wiU  like  the  small-mouth  bass 
action,  which  should  be  good  in  sum- 
mer and  in  winter,  since  aerators  have 


been  installed  to  keep  the  pond  from 
freezing. 

Summer  hours  are  early  morning  to  9 
p.m.  Overnight  camping  is  not 
allowed.  In  winter  responsible  parties 
may  contact  the  county  agent  for  a  key. 
Call  the  county  courthouse. 


Performing  the  rites  of  victory,  these  women  and  children  acting  out  the  "Last  Stand"  clash,  will 
take  the  soldier's  weapons  and  clothes  and  leave  him  defenseless  against  warriors  in  after-life. 

Phil  Whitlow/Davis  Creek  Camp  Photo 


Serving  You  Since  1902 
Gary  &  Sam 

STEVENSON'S 


.Billings 


HARDIN, 
MONTANA 


Stevenson's 
O      iGA 


TIGER  DISCOUNTER 

Welcomes  You  to  Hardin,  Montana 

Center  Avenue 

(406)  665-1682 
FULL  SERVICE  SHOPPING  CENTER 

•  In-store  Deli  &  Bakery,  Doughnuts,  Rolls 

•  Film  &  Post  Cards 

•  Deli  Sandwiches 

•  Ice  and  Drinks 

•  Western  Union/Money  Orders 

Also,  Stop  at  Stevenson's  IGA  in 

Lodge  Grass,  Montana 

(406)  639-2312 


Big  Hotn  County 
Historical  Museum 
^^Wsltof  Center 
C.      Exit 


IN-STORE 
PHARMACY 

(406)  665-1602 


Pleasing  You  Pleases  Us! 


^^^  |A^ 
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Hardin,  Home  of  Custers  Last  Stand  Re-enactment  Welcomes  You! 


Goast  toGoast 


TOTAL  HARDWARE 

Overnight  Photo  Service 

Joe  &  Elaine  Malensek  -  Owners 

304  North  Center  •  Hardin,  MT  59034 

(406)  665-2100 


Dandy  Tom's 

Ice  Cream  &  Sandwich   Parlor 


X 


423  N.  Center 
16  Flavors  Ice  Cream  &  Yogurt 
4»  Home  Made  Soups  &  Pies 
4»  Catering  Service 

(406)  665-1756 


Sfiecir  happenings  Hair  Salon 

F{unily  Hair  Care 

•  Cuts  •  Styles  •  Perms 

•  Paul  Mitchell.  Nexus.  Lanza  Products 

•  Wolff  Tanning  Bed 

Monday  -  Saturday  8  to  6 

Walk-Ins  Welcome 

Patty  Roberts,  Owner-Stylist  407  N  Center  Ave 

(406)665-1500  Hardin,  MT  59034 


Antiques  ^l 

•  Hand  Crafted  Items 
200  N.  Center  •  Hardin.  MT  59034 
(406)  665-5218 


The  Becker  Hotel  on 
Hardin's  Center  Avenue  was 
one  of  ten  first  permanent 
buildings  in  Hardin.  Not 
presently  in  use  as  a  hotel, 
the  Becker  is  in  the  heart  of 
Hardin's  historic  district  It 
houses  the  Family  Book- 
house  and  Leprechaun  Shop. 


The  Family  Bookhouse 

'  Large  Selection  of  Native  American  &  Local  History 
•  Best  Sellers  *  Christian  &  Children 's  Books 

200  N.  Center  Ave.  •  Becker  Hotel  Lobby 

Hardin,  MT  59034 

(406)  665-2343 


CaCs  Conoco 

Tow  Service  •  Tune-up  •  Brakes  •  Overhauls 

126  W.  3rd  St.  •  Hardin,  Montana  59034 

665-1578 

"Taking  Care  of  Your  Car  is  Our  Business" 


An  Old-fashioned  Experience!       I 
Kendrick  House  Inn  ^ 

Bed  &  Breakfast 
Tum-of-the-Century  Historic 

Boarding  House 

Hosts:  Steve  &  Marcie  Smith 

206  N.  Custer  Ave.  •  Hardin,  MT  59034 

(406)  665-3035  ..^.^r- 


)BUVs  Auto  Parts,  Inc. 
Phone:  665-1778 

214  N.  Crow  •  Hardin,  MT  59034 
Bill  &  Dorothy  Stenerson-Home:  665-3732 
Mike  &  Beth  Ann  Stenerson:  665-3682 


Fort  Custer 
General  Store 


Montana-Made  Crafts  &  Gifts 

>-  Turquoise  &  Indian  Beadwork 

>►  Indian  Tapes  >►  Souvenirs 

>-  Postcards^  Antiques 

>-  Jelly  Bellys  >-  T-Shirts 

>►  Fort  Custer  Artifacts 


206  N.  Center 

Hardin,  MT 
(406)  665-2078 


We  Have  on  Extensive 

Library  of  Color, 

B&W  Crow  Indian 

Photographs 

Including  Crow  Fair 

Pictures ,  Post  Cards  & 

Note  Cards  by  Dennis 

Sanders. 

•  One  Day  Photo 
Processing  is 

Available 

•  Film,  Batteries  & 
Friendly  Service 


HARDIN  PHOTO  SERVICE 

309  N.  Center  •  Hardin,  MT  59034 

(406)  665-2800 
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There  is  a  saying,  "God  does  not  deduct  from  one's  life  the  days  spent  fish- 
ing." The  Bighorn  River  is  a  blue  ribbon  trout  stream,  known  the  world 
over.  Besides  the  great  fly  fishing  action  the  river  provides,  it  is  a  river  of 
serenity.  The  brushy  banks  offer  a  beautiful  setting  under  Montana's  big 
blue  sky.  Buffalo  berries  and  other  native  vegetation  grow  along  its  banks. 

Karen  Simpson  Photo 


Gloria  Wester  Photo 


''For  all  your  car  and 
RV  needs" 


East  End  Services 

IN  HARDIN,  MONTANA 


Parts  •  Tires  •  Services 


Ken's  Tire 
Service 

Ken  Biery  and  Jeani  Feller  Biery 

•  Farm  &  Field  Service 

•  24-Hr.  Interstate  Service 

•  Wheel  Alignment 

•  Nortron  Spin  Balancing 


MasMCard\ 


Phone  665-2122 
After  Hours:  665-3723 


323  N.  Cheyenne,  P.O.  Box  313,  Hardin,  MT  59034 


Schoen's  Auto  Supply 


Right  Parts  •  Right  Price  •  Right  Advice 

Quality  CarQuest  Filters,  Caps,  Batteries, 

Chassis,  Engine  Air  Conditioning,  Belts, 

Hoses  &  Wiper  Blades 

All  with  coast  to  coast  warranty 

Robert  Schoen  ^^ 

305  No.  Cheyenne,  Hardin,  MT  59034     rjSX^cr 


(406)665-1702 

1-800-358-PART 


AUm  PARTS  STORES 


RUSSELL'S 

RAPID 
LUBE 

Jfen.  201  East  Railroad, 
Hardin,  MT 
(406)  665-2300 

QUICK  OIL  CHANGE 

/  20-Point  Check 

One  Low  Price 

Call  or  Stop  In 

Open  Monday  —  Saturday 
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The 

Horn 


Considered  By  Many  To 

Be  The  Finest  Trout 

Stream  In  The  U.S., 

The  Bighorn  River 

Flows  Through 

Custer  Country 


The  Bighorn  River,  flowing  for 
nearly  50  miles  between  Fort 
Smith  and  Hardin,  is  the  crown 
jewel  in  the  treasure  of  Montana  trout 
waters.  Since  the  completion  of  the 
Yellowtail  Dam  in  1965,  the  Bighorn 
has  become  a  blue-ribbon  fishing 
stream  that  attracts  the  experienced 
angler  looking  for  that  extra  challenge, 
but  is  also  a  river  for  the  family  fisher- 
man. Water  conditions  below  the 
Afterbay  Dam  are  ideal  for  trout. 
Brown  trout  are  the  most  abundant 
with  rainbow  trout  also  present. 

Bighorn  Lake,  created  by  Yellowtail 
Dam,  offers  spectacular  scenery,  excel- 
lent walleye  fishing,  camping,  and 
water  skiing.  Ok-A-Beh  Marina  is  the 
gateway  to  the  area.  Boat  rentals,  gas, 
groceries,  and  concessions  are  available 
there. 

Information  on  limits,  regulations, 
and  fishing  conditions  is  available  at 
the  various  guide  services  and  boat 
rentals  in  Hardin,  St.  Xavier,  and  at  the 
Fort  Smith  Visitor  Center. 

St.  Xavier 

Just  a  stone's  throw  from  the  Bighorn 
River  and  20  miles  from  Yellowtail 
Dam,  is  St.  Xavier.  Fr.  Peter  Paul 
Prondo,  a  Jesuit  Priest,  established  the 
first  mission  at  St.  Xavier  in  1887.  The 
church  is  still  in  use  and  the  school  also 
continues  to  operate. 


Rhoda  Blakley,  co-owner  of  Cottonwood  Camp  north  of  Fort  Smith,  displays  this  27-1/2 
inch,  8  pound  rainbow  beauty  she  caught  and  released  on  the  Bighorn  River. 

Alvin  Blakley  Photo 

Boating 

Boaters'  guide  for  safe  recreation 
on  Custer  Country's  lakes  and  streams 


One  of  the  most  important 
requirements  for  any  water- 
craft  is  a  life  jacket  or  person- 
al flotation  device  (PFD).  A  life  jacket 
must  be  carried  for  each  person  on 
board.  Children  under  the  age  of  12  are 
required  to  wear  (securely  fastened  to 
the  body)  a  life  jacket  at  all  times  while 
a  craft  less  than  26  feet  in  length  is  in 
motion.  For  the  protection  of  boaters, 
Montana  requires  safety  equipment: 
fire  extinguisher,  flame  arrester,  venti- 
lation system,  sound  producing  device, 
personal  flotation  device,  and  lights  at 
night. 

Boats  on  Montana  waters  must  be 
registered.  Properly  registered  boats 
from  other  states,  which  will  not  be  in 
Montana  for  more  than  90  consecutive 
days,  are  exempt  from  registration  and 
taxation.  Motor  boats  from  other  coun- 
tries may  be  used  on  Montana  waters 
temporarily  without  Montana  registra- 
tion. A  boat  is  registered  at  the 
Treasurer's  Office  in  the  county  of 
principal  use  after  90  days.  The  fee  in 


lieu  of  tax  varies  with  the  length  and 
type  of  vessel.  An  additional  $2.50  reg- 
istration fee  is  charged.  AU  motorboats, 
sailboats  12  feet  or  longer  and  other 
personal  watercraft  need  a  Hull 
Identification  Number  (HIN),  which 
must  be  engraved  on  the  hull  of  the 
craft.  Boats  buUt  prior  to  1972  will  not 
have  a  HIN  number  and  can  have  one 
issued  by  the  Dept.  of  Fish,  Wildlife 
and  Parks. 

Young  people,  13  and  14  years  old, 
must  possess  a  Montana  motorboat 
operator's  certificate  when  an  adult  is 
not  on  board,  to  operate  a  motorboat  or 
other  watercraft  with  a  motor  of 
greater  than  10  horsepower.  A  home- 
study  course  for  the  certificate  is  avail- 
able from  Montana  Dept.  of  Fish, 
WildUfe  and  Parks,  1420  E.  6th  Ave., 
Helena,  MT  59620,  or  call  (406)  444- 
2615.  The  test,  work  booklet  and  regis- 
tration card  must  be  returned  to  the 
Helena  office  for  grading.  Certificates 
will  be  mailed  to  those  successfully 
completing  the  course. 
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\jd  Fort  Smith 


Bighorn  Fishing  Headquarters 


The  Bighorn  River  trout  await 
the  angler  reaching  Fort  Smith, 
Montana,  by  way  of  Highway 
313.  Fort  Smith  provides  most  services 
needed  by  visitors  and  fishermen.  A 
visitor  center  operated  by  the  National 
Park  Service  is  located  at  Fort  Smith, 
and  provides  information  on  all  recre- 
ational activities  as  well  as  films,  books, 
and  programs  on  the  history  of  the 
recreation  area. 

Fort  C.F.  Smith  Site 

Fort  C.F.  Smith  was  established  on 
August  12,  1866,  to  protect  immigrants 
traveling  on  the  Bozeman  Trail  from 
attacks  by  the  Sioux  Indians.  The 
Bozeman  Trail  crossed  the  Bighorn 
River  400  yards  from  the  fort. 

Located  near  the  present  town  of  Fort 
Smith,  all  that  remains  of  the  site  are 


low  mounds  and  interesting  stories. 
The  site  is  on  private  land  and  visitors 
may  see  it  if  accompanied  by  a  park 
ranger  when  one  is  available.  Prior 
arrangements  must  be  made  at  the  Fort 
Smith  Visitor  Center. 


Campfire  Programs 

Evening  campfire  programs  are 
offered  at  Afterbay  Campground  at 
Fort  Smith  every  Friday  and  Saturday 
evening  from  Memorial  Day  through 
Labor  Day  weekend.  Fishing  and  recre- 
ation, history  and  wildlife  of  Bighorn 
Canyon  are  the  topics  at  these  gather- 
ings. 

Meet  at  the  Amphitheater  at  the  west 
end  of  the  Afterbay  Campground  for  a 
45-minute  slide  illustrated  talk  or 
demonstration  about  wildlife.  Crow 
Indian  culture,  geology,  recreating, 
boating  safety,  fishing,  the  National 
Park  Service,  and  other  park  related 
subjects. 


^^WiJ^P 


White  Buffalo  Ranch  Retreat 

in  the  foothills  of  the  Bighorn  Mountains 


V  Trail  Rides   V  Backpacking 
♦^  Camping    V  Fishing 

^  Photographic  Safari 
^  Bighorn  River  Floating 

V  Help  Work  Livestock 

V  Tours  &  Seminars 

V  Sightseeing  -  Relaxing 

V  See  Live  Buffalo  on  the  Ranch 

V  One  Evening  of  Cowboy  Dancing 


VISIT: 

Little  Bighorn  Battlefield, 

Indian  Pow  Wows 


For  information  and  prices  contact: 
White  Buffalo  Ranch  Retreat 

Box  484  YRS 

Fort  Smith  (Yellowtail),  MT  59035 
(406)  855-5544 


=COME  BE  A  PART= 

of  the 
TRADITION 

Inexpensive  4-  Clean  4-  Hospitable 

Kitchenettes  4-  RV  &  Tent  Sites 

"Autumn  Brown"  Guide  Service 

Fly  Shop  >  Convenience  Store 

Boat  Rentals  >■  Shuttle  Service 

Laundromat  >  Showers 

Only  1  mile  from  the  River 


A  Bighorn  River  Tradition' 


3  Miles 
North 

OF 

Fort  Smith 


(406)  666-2391 


Last 'Best  S'LC'R^UT 


•  JAj  Seen  on  €9^^ 

•  Pontoon  l^entaCs 

•  Jisfiin^  'Boat  lientaCs   •  Steal(s 
•  Burgers  *  Sandwicfies 

•  Large  Tarty  Accommodations 

•  'Picnic  Area  •  grocery  Items 
•  gifts   •  gas   •  Ice  •  'Bait 

•  Jisfiing  gear 

P.O.  Box  515  •  Hardin,  Montana  59034 
In-Season  Phone:  (406)  666-2349 
Off-Season  Phone:  (406)  665-2216 

Authorized  Concessioner  -  U.S.  National  Park  Service 
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Xiver  Crow  tTrading  Post 

(Indian  Owned  and  Operated)  Fort  Smithy  Montana 

Close  to  the  Bighorn  River 

•  American  Indian  Art  •  Western  Art 
•  Nortliern  Plains  •  Montana-Made  Gifts 

•  Bighorn  River  Guide  &  Fisliing  Information 

•  Beadwork  &  Quillwork 


^ 


iP^, 


IMEI-. 


Lodging  &  Teepees  Available 
•  Espresso  •  Silver  Jewelry 
•  Crow  Cultural  Tours 

(406)  666-9117 


km^  -',^- 


YELLOWTAIL  MARKET  \^^7 

-Steve  and  Terri  Stoltz,  Owners-  ^ — — -' 

Your  General  Store  on  the  Bighorn  River 

4»  Groceries    4»  Gas    4»  Fishing  Supplies    4»  Bait 

4»  Ice    4»  Shuttle  Service  4»  Souvenirs 

4»  Video  Rentals    4»  Fresh  Baked  Cookies 

4»  Film  Developing 

Open  7  Days  A  Week 

Fort  Smith,  MT  59035 

(406)  666-2333 


N<XtTIIW£ST 
PASSAGE 


Customized  Transportation  from  Billings 
to  Little  Bighorn  Battlefieldf  Bighorn 
Canyon  and  other  Points  of  Interest 

Bus:  (406)  256-9793  P.O.  Box  2333 

Billings.  MT  59103 


0 


UILLGORDON 


FLT      riSHCMS 


Located  on  the  famous 

Bighorn  River 


P.O.  Box  597 
Fort  Smith,  MT.  59035 

(406)  66^-2253 

♦  ^ 

Write  or  call  us  for 
our  free  brochure. 

June  &  Gordon  Rose 
Proprietors 


'  Motel  loGonioilatiois  *  Boat  Mais  •  MIo  Sliop  •  Euidoil  Float  Irips 
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Bighorn  Canyon  National  Recreation  Area  is  a  spectacular  71  mile  long  lake  that  strad- 
dles the  Montana-Wyoming  state  line.  Bighorn  Lake  may  be  reached  from  Hardin,  MT 
via  Montana  Highway  313,  or  on  the  south  end  from  Lovell,  WY,  by  Wyoming  State 
Highway  37. 

Donna  Delp  Photo 


Bighorn  Canyon  Offers 
Unmatched  Recreation 


Yellowtail  Dam  rises  525  feet 
between  the  rugged  walls  of 
Bighorn  Canyon,  and  spans 
1,480  feet  along  its  crest.  This  tall,  vari- 
able-thickness, arch-type  dam  backs  up 
the  water  of  Bighorn  Lake  for  71  miles. 
The  reservoir  was  developed  to  pro- 
vide generation  of  power,  irrigation, 
recreation,  fishery  enhancement,  sedi- 
ment retention,  "municipal  and  indus- 
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trial  water  and  flood  control. 

And  the  fishing  and  recreation  are 
outstanding! 

Bighorn  Canyon  offers  year-round 
fishing  opportunities.  Walleye,  rain- 
bow and  brown  trout,  yellow  perch, 
ling,  crappie,  and  catfish  are  among  the 
usual  catches.  Fishing  regulations  and 
limits  follow  state  laws  and  fishing 
license  regulations.  Winter  ice  fishing  is 


popular  with  ling,  walleye  and  trout 
commonly  caught. 

Water  conditions  below  the  Afterbay 
Dam  are  ideal  for  trout,  and  this  por- 
tion of  the  Bighorn  River  has  devel- 
oped into  a  blue  ribbon  trout  fishery. 
Brown  trout  are  the  most  abundant 
with  rainbow  trout  also  present. 
Information  on  limits,  regulations,  and 
fishing  conditions  are  available  at  the 
Fort  Smith  Visitor  Center.  Guide  ser- 
vices, boat  rentals,  vehicle  shuttle  ser- 
vice, food  and  equipment  are  available 
in  Fort  Smith.  Float  distance  from  the 
Afterbay  Dam  to  3-Mile  (Lind)  Access 
is  3  miles.  The  distance  from  3-Mile 
Access  to  the  Bighorn  Access  is  10 
miles. 

Limited  boat  tours  (as  available),  hik- 
ing trails,  camping,  scenic  drives,  and 
ranger-led  activities  are  also  offered  in 
the  Fort  Smith,  Yellowtail  Dam  area. 

Self-guided  tours  of  two  to  three 
hours,  half-day,  full-day,  and  more 
than  a  day,  have  been  designed.  Forty- 
five  minute  campfire  programs  about 
wildlife.  Crow  Indian  culture,  geology, 
and  park-related  subjects  are  offered. 
Also,  a  walking  historic  tour  of  the  Fort 
Smith  site  is  offered  with  prior  arrange- 
ments. Other  special  demonstrations 
and  programs  are  offered  throughout 
the  summer. 

Camping  at  Bighorn  Canyon  is  avail- 
able in  a  variety  of  environments  in 
designated  areas.  Call  the  National 
Park  Service  for  more  information 
about  all  of  the  above,  (406)  666-2412. 

Available  at  Ok-A-Beh  Marina  are 
boat  rentals,  food  concessions,  gas,  ice, 
gifts  and  boating  and  fishing  supplies. 
Call  (406)  665-2216  for  boat  rental  reser- 
vations and  information. 

The  Fort  Smith  Visitor  Center,  locat- 
ed at  Highway  313  and  Afterbay  Road 
in  Fort  Smith  is  open  daily  from  9  to  5, 
March  1  to  May  3;  9  to  6  June  1  to 
August  31;  and  9  to  5  September  to 
mid-December.  It  is  open  10  to  4:30  the 
remainder  of  the  year  (closed  on  feder- 
al holidays  Oct.  to  Feb.)  Information 
about  the  area  is  displayed  through 
exhibits,  printed  materials,  and  the 
film,  "Land  of  the  Bighorn."  To  receive 
detailed  informational  materials  write: 
Fort  Smith  Visitor  Center,  Box  458,  Fort 
Smith,  MT  59035,  or  call  (406)  666-2339. 

The  Yellowtail  Dam  Visitor  Center  is 
operated  by  the  Bureau  of  Reclamation. 
It  is  open  daily  9  to  6,  Memorial  Day 
through  Labor  Day.  It  is  located  at  the 
end  of  Highway  313  at  Yellowtail  Dam. 
For  information,  call  (406)  666-2443. 


Some  For  The  Record  Book 


Five  record-size  fish  were  caught 
in  Montana's  waters  in  1993: 
black  bullhead  1.95  lb.;  sauger 
8.28  lb.;  golden  trout  4.9  lb.;  tiger 
muskellunge  18.64  lb.;  and  bigmouth 
buffalo  53  lb.  8  oz. 

Following  are  the  record  fish  caught 
in  the  Custer  Country  tourism  region  of 
the  state:  black  crappie,  3  lb.  2  oz.,  by  Al 
Elser,  1973,  Tongue  River  Reservoir; 
blue  sucker,  11.46  lb.,  Doug  Askin, 
1989,  Yellowstone  River  near  Miles 
City;  green  sunfish  0.56  lb.,  Roger 
Fliger,  1991,  Castle  Rock  Reservoir; 
northern  pike,  37  lb.  8  oz..  Lance 
Moyler,  1972,  Tongue  River  Reservoir; 
paddlefish,  142  lb.  8  oz,  Larry 
Branstetter,  1973,  Missouri  River;  river 
carpsucker  3.50  lb.,  James  Jessen,  1991, 
Yellowstone  River  near  Terry;  rock 
bass,  .57  lb.,  Don  Holzheimer,  1989, 
Tongue  River  Reservoir;  shovelnose 
sturgeon,  13.72  lb.,  Sidney  L.  Storm, 
1986,  Missouri  River;  palUd  sturgeon, 
60  lb..  Gene  Sattler,  1979,  YeUowstone 
River;  white  crappie,  2  lb.  7  oz., 
Edward  Field,  1995,  Tongue  River 
Reservoir. 

For  a  complete  copy  of  Montana's 
record  fish  of  all  species,  write  to  the 
Montana  Dept.  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and 
Parks,  1420  East  Sbcth  Ave.,  Helena,  MT 
59620. 


Scott  Warden,  an  outfitter  on  the  Bighorn 
River,  holds  this  rainbow  just  long  enough  for 
the  camera  lens  to  capture  the  vivid  stripe  that 
gives  this  species  its  name,  then  releases  it  back 
into  the  water. 

Photo  courtesy  of  Exodus  Outfitters 


Gordon  Rose,  owner  of  Quill  Gordon  guide 
service,  holds  two  fish  caught  simultaneously 
out  of  the  same  boat  by  two  of  his  Texas  clients 
on  the  Bighorn  River.  Both  fish  were  hooked 
on  a  fly  called  Gordy's  Worm. 

Photo  courtesy  of  Quill  Gordon 
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Maybe  you  are  a  fly  fisher- 
man who  knows  every 
cadis  and  streamer.  Or  per- 
haps you  prefer  lures,  or  maybe  live 
bait.  And  then  again,  maybe  you  have 
never  fished  before  in  your  life. 

No  matter  what  your  category,  plan 
on  doing  some  fishing  in  Montana's 
Custer  Country  Region.  Bring  your 
own  rod  and  tackle  box,  or  let  one  of 
the  abundant  sporting  goods  shops 
outfit  you. 

Any  fisherman  has  heard  the  fame  of 
the  Yellowstone  and  Bighorn  Rivers. 
And  the  Bighorn  Lake  spawns  beauties 
like  the  walleye  shown  on  this  page. 
There  are  numerous  other  rivers, 
streams,  reservoirs  and  ponds  through- 
out the  area  abundant  with  fish. 

Variety  is  the  name  of  the  fishing 
game  here.  Nowhere  else  can  you  catch 
cutthroat  (Montana's  native),  rainbow, 
brown,  and  brook  trout;  kokanee  and 
coho  salmon;  walleye;  sauger;  white- 
fish;  bass;  catfish;  ling;  sturgeon;  and 
the  prehistoric  paddlefish. 
License  and  Regulation  Information 

Resident  fishing  licenses  are  $13.00 
plus  a  $4  conservation  license. 
Residents  12-14  and  over  62  need  only 
a  conservation  license  to  fish.  All  non- 
residents, 15  years  and  older  will  need 
a  Montana  fishing  license.  A  nonresi- 
dent of  any  age  may  purchase  a  non- 
resident fishing  license  and  be  entitled 
to  take  a  legal  limit  of  fish.  A  nonresi- 
dent temporary  fishing  Ucense,  valid 
for  two  consecutive  days,  costs  $10.  A 
season  License  is  $45.  Nonresidents  will 
need  a  $5  conservation  license  besides 
the  fishing  license.  The  season  runs 
from  March  1  to  February  28  (29).  If 
you  go  paddlefish  fishing,  in  addition 
to  your  fishing  licenses,  you  will  need 
to  purchase  a  paddlefish  tag.  These  are 
$5  for  residents  and  $15  for  nonresi- 
dents. 

For  complete  information  on  regula- 
tions, limits,  seasons,  baits,  etc.,  write: 
Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks  Regional 
Headquarters,  2300  Lake  Elmo  Drive, 
Billings,  MT  59105.  Or  write:  Fish, 
Wildlife  and  Parks  Regional 
Headquarters,  Box  2004,  Miles  City, 
MT  59301. 

Access  Abounds 

Fishing  access  sites,  managed  by  the 
Montana  Dept.  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and 
Parks,  are  noted  on  the  map  on  page  6 
of  this  publication.  Facilities  at  each 
vary  somewhat.  However,  some  are 
furnished  with  restrooms  and  most 
have  camping  and  picnicking  facilities. 
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Boat  ramps  are  available  at 
many  locations.  A  float 
guide  to  the  Yellowstone 
River,  a  pubUcation  called 
"Treasure  of  Gold,"  is  avail- 
able at  the  two  FWP  offices 
in  Custer  Country  listed 
above.  Also  available  from 
these  offices  is  a  fishing 
pond  booklet  for  southeast- 
ern Montana,  which  is 
designed  to  help  anglers  find 
good  farm  and  ranch  ponds. 
Please  Ask  First 

Montana  works  hard   to 
maintain    a    good    sports- 
man/landowner    relation- 
ship.   What 
makes 
things     run 
smoothly 
can  be 

summed  up 
in  two 

words  — 
"ask  permis- 
sion." The 
Montana 
Stream 
Access  Law 
states  that 
rivers  and 
streams 
capable  of 
recreational 
use  may  be 
so  used  by 
the  public 
up  to  the 
ordinary 
high  water 
marks. 
However, 
although 
Montana 
law  gives 
sportsmen 
the  right  to 
pursue  water- 
based  recre- 
ational activi- 
ties within  the 
high       water 

marks  of  rivers  and  streams,  it  does  not 
give  recreationists  the  right  to  enter 
posted  lands  bordering  those  streams 
or  to  cross  private  lands  to  gain  access 
to  streams.  You  must  ask  permission 
first. 

Also,  sections  16  and  36  within  each 
township  of  the  state  are  designated  as 
"State  Land."  A  $5  Recreational  Use 
License  is  required  to  cross  or  use  any 
state  lands. 


Angler's 
Heaven 


Tom  Brown  of  Laurel,  MT, 
Canyon  Reservoir.  He  used 


caught  this  12-1/2  lb.  walleye  at  Bighorn 
standard  walleye  tackle. 

Chris  Wester  Photo 


There's  Blue  Ribbon 

Fishing  in 

Custer  Country 


Books  About 
Custer  Country 

Many  Montana  book  publish- 
ers offer  everything  from 
the  "Rocky  Mountain  Berry 
Book"  to  "Yellowstone  on  Fire"  to 
"Bighorn  Canyon"  to  "Digging 
Dinosaurs."  The  following  publishers 
may  be  contacted  for  catalogs  or  for 
books,  calendars  or  posters  on  specific 
subjects. 

Four  recent  books  of  special  interest 
include  "Montana  Bird  Distribution," 
detailing  bird  sightings  in  the  state 
through  1991  from  Montana  State 
Library,  1515  East  Sixth  Ave.,  Helena, 
MT  59620.  The  cost  is  $7  including 
postage.  "Versatile  Trophy  Hunter"  by 
Bill  Butler  tells  the  stories  of  successful 
trophy  hunts.  "Next  Year  Country:  a 
History  of  Eastern  Montana"  by  Don 
Baker  is  available  from  book  stores  in 
the  region.  "The  Rockhound's  Guide  to 
Montana"  by  Robert  Feldman,distrib- 
uted  statewide  by  Falcon  Press,  sells  for 
$9.95. 

Write  to  these  publishing  companies 
for  catalogs  of  more  titles  on  Montana 
topics: 

American  &  World  Geographic 
Publishing /Montana  Magazine,  P.O. 
Box  5630,  3020  Bozeman  Street,  Helena, 
MT  59604,  phone  (406)  443-2842  or  1- 
800-821-3874. 

The  Billings  Gazette,  401  North 
Broadway,  P.O.  Box  31635,  Billings,  MT 
59107-1635,  phone  (406)  657-1200. 

Falcon  Press,  P.O.  Box  1718,  Helena, 
MT  59624,  phone  1-800-582-2665. 

Montana  Historical  Society,  225 
North  Roberts,  Helena,  MT  59620-9990, 
phone  (406)  444-2694. 

Mountain  Press  Publishing 
Company,  2016  Strand  Ave.,  P.O.  Box 
2399,  Missoula,  MT  59806,  phone  728- 
1900. 

Stoney  Dale  Press  PubHshing 
Company,  205  Main  Street,  Drawer  B, 
Stevensville,  MT  59870,  phone  777- 
2729. 


One  of  Custer  Country's  renowned  authors  is  cowboy  poet,  Wally  McRae.  He  not  only 
writes  about  the  "salty  cusses"  who  settled  the  West,  but  also  gives  hve  presentations  of 
his  poems.  Books,  tapes,  and  videos  of  McRae's  writings  and  the  works  of  other 
Montana  authors  are  available  in  gift  and  book  stores  throughout  the  state. 

Peter  de  Lory  Photo 


Trails 

You  will  truly  enjoy  recreation 
every  step  of  the  way  when 
you  hike  the  many  traUs  in 
Custer  Country. 

A  Montana  Dept.  of  Fish,  Wildlife 
and  Parks  publication,  titled  "Take  a 
Hike"  is  available  by  writing:  Hiking, 
FWP,  1420  E.  6th  St.,  Helena,  MT  59620. 

Trail  walks  are  designated  at  Little 
Bighorn  Battlefield  where  Lt.  Col. 
George  Armstrong  Custer's  troops  met 
the  Teton  Sioux  and  Cheyenne  Indians. 

Interpretive  trails  lead  visitors 
through  the  details  of  the  Reno-Benteen 
battle  at  Little  Bighorn  Battlefield. 

The  Ashland  Ranger  District  of 
Custer  National  Forest  has  three  riding 
and  hiking  areas  that  total  about  40,000 
acres — Cook  Mountain,  King 
Mountain,  and  Tongue  River  Breaks. 
The  Pryor  Mountains  unit  of  the 
Beartooth  Ranger  District,  south  of 
Billings,  offers  excellent  hiking,  hunt- 
ing, and  snowmobUing.  Sioux  Ranger 


District,  in  the  southeast  corner  of 
Montana,  has  riding  and  hiking  oppor- 
tunities, also.  National  Forest  maps  are 
available  at  Forest  Service  offices  in 
Ashland  and  Bilhngs  (see  page  67). 

Om-Ne-A  Trail  is  a  3-mile  trail,  fol- 
lowing the  Bighorn  Canyon  rim  from 
the  Yellowtail  Dam  to  the  Ok-A-Beh 
boat  ramp.  The  trail  begins  at  the  south 
end  of  the  parking  area  at  the  dam. 

Hiking  trails  are  designated  at 
Makoshika  State  Park  in  Glendive;  at 
Medicine  Rocks  State  Park,  between 
Ekalaka  and  Baker;  at  Riverfront  Park 
in  Billings;  and  along  most  fishing 
access  sites. 

Enjoy  exercising  horses  in  the  green- 
ery along  the  banks  of  the  Yellowstone 
River  at  Riverfront  Park  in  Billings. 
Take  1-90  Exit  447,  then  South  Bilhngs 
Blvd.  There  is  plenty  of  room  to  park 
horse  trailers.  The  equestrian  trail  is 
five  miles  long. 

Local  chambers  are  the  best  source 
for  information  on  bicycle  and  moun- 
tain bike  trails. 
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Museums  and  Art  Centers 
Preserve  Custer  Country  Heritage 

Photos:  Left — Western  Heritage  Center  features  history  all  along  the  Yellowstone  Valley.  Below- 
Yucca  Theater  Museum,  Hysham,  Montana 


Custer  Country's  museums  are  rich 
in  heritage  and  history. 

Public  Museums 

Ashland,  CHEYENNE  INDIAN 
MUSEUM,  off  Hwy.  212  at  St.  Labre 
School,  Indian  artifacts  and  gallery.  8- 
4:30  daily  in  summer,  weekdays  in 
winter  (406)  784-2200.  Free 

Baker,  O'FALLON  MUSEUM,  1st. 
St.  W.  and  10th,  World's  largest  steer, 
homesteader  items,  early  farm  equip- 
ment, vintage  clothing.  Old  jail  build- 
ing. Closed  Mon.  &  Sat.  (406)  778-3265 
or  778-2092.  Free. 

Billings,  P.B.  MOSS  MANSION, 
914  Division  St.  Elegant  tum-of-the 
century  historic  home.  Guided  tours. 
Open  daily;  seasonal  hours. 
Admission.  (406)  256-5100. 

Billings,  OSCAR'S  DREAMLAND, 
off  1-90,  Exit  446,  west  on  Frontage  Rd., 
1  mile  S.  of  Market  Basket.  Historic 
town,  largest  collection  of  steam 
engines,  antique  vehicles,  farm  arti- 
facts. 9-6  May-Oct.  Admission.  (406) 
656-0966 

Billings,  WESTERN  HERITAGE 
CENTER,  2822  Montana  Ave.  Regional 
museum  presenting  history  and  culture 
of  the  Yellowstone  Valley.  AAM 
accredited.  Hrs.  10-5  Tues-Sat.,  1-5  Sun. 
(406)  256-6809.  Free. 

Billings,  PETER  YEGEN  YELLOW- 
STONE COUNTY  MUSEUM.  Near 
Logan  International  Airport.  Old  West, 
Indian  artifacts.  10:30-5  M-F,  2-5  Sun. 
(406)  256-6811.  Free. 

Broadus,  POWDER  RIVER  HIS- 
TORICAL MUSEUM  AND  VISITOR 
CENTER  AND  MAC'S  MUSEUM,  102 
W.  Wilson.  Western  history,  rodeo,  and 


activities.  Indian  artifacts,  sea  shells  & 
displays  9-5  M-Sat.,  June-Sept.  Free. 

Broadus,  WILDLIFE  MUSEUM, 
Highway  212.  Over  115  North 
American  Specimens  on  display.  406- 
436-2538.  Free. 

Crow  Agency,  LITTLE  BIGHORN 
BATTLEFIELD  MUSEUM,  (and 
Custer  National  Cemetery),  Junction  of 
Hwy.  212  and  1-90,  Exit  510.  Battlefield 
artifacts,  displays,  tours,  bookstore, 
cemetery.  Summer  8-8,  Spring/ Fall  8-6, 
Winter  8-4:30.  Park  fee.  (406)  638-2621. 

Ekalaka,  CARTER  COUNTY 
MUSEUM,  Prehistoric  specimens, 
anatosaurus  skeleton,  and  artifacts. 
Closed  Mon.  Free. 

Forsyth,  ROSEBUD  COUNTY  PIO- 
NEER MUSEUM.  Main  St.  Collections 
from  founding  families,  Indian  bead- 
work,  barbed  wdre,  vintage  clothing, 
machines.  May  1-15  Daily  1-7;  May  15- 
Sept.  15  Mon.-Sat.  9-7,  Sun.  1-7.  Free. 

Glendive,  FRONTIER  GATEWAY 
MUSEUM.  1  mile  E.  of  Glendive, 
Montana  prehistory  to  present;  home- 
steading.  Open  daily  mid-May  to  mid- 
Sept.  (406)  365-8168.  Free. 

Hardin,  BIG  HORN  COUNTY  HIS- 
TORICAL MUSEUM  AND  STATE 
VISITOR  CENTER.  1-90,  exit  497. 
Cultural  exhibits,  restored  buildings, 
picnic  area,  gift  shop.  Winter  Mon.-Sat. 
9-5  Summer  Daily  8-8.  665-1671.  Free. 

Huntley,  HUNTLEY  PROJECT 
MUSEUM  OF  IRRIGATED  AGRI- 
CULTURE, 5,000  agriculture  artifacts. 
At  Osborn  Park,  12  mi.  west  of 
Pompeys  Pillar,  3  mi.  east  of  Huntley 
on  U.S.  Hwy  312.  Open  summer.  Free. 

Hysham,  TREASURE  COUNTY 
MUSEUM,  Main  Street,  Pioneer 
History.  Open  afternoons.  Manning 
family  collection  and  theater.  Free. 

Miles  City,  RANGE  RIDERS 
MUSEUM  &  BERT  CLARK  GUN 
COLLECTION.  US  10  &  12,  W.  of 
Miles  City.  Early  range  life;  eastern 
Montana  ranching  history.  April-Oct. 
9-9.  Admission.  (406)  232-6146. 

Pryor,  CHIEF  PLENTY  COUPS 
MUSEUM.  Crow  culture.  May  1  -Sept. 
30  10-5,  Daily.  Off  season  by  appoint- 
ment. Admission.  (406)  252-1289. 

Richey,  RICHEY  HISTORICAL 
MUSEUM.  Local  community  history  of 
pioneers  in  a  6-building  complex.  Open 
Memorial  Day  to  Labor  Day,  M-W-F,  2- 


5  and  by  appointment.  Free. 

Roundup,  MUSSELSHELL  VAL- 
LEY HISTORICAL  MUSEUM.  524  1st. 
W.  Pioneer  era  cabin,  5-room  house, 
coal  mine.  7,000  sq.  ft.  exhibit  area.  1-5 
Daily.  May-Sept.  Free. 

Terry,  PRAIRIE  COUNTY  MUSE- 
UM, historic  bank  complex,  steam 
heated  outhouse,  pioneer  homestead. 
Lady  Cameron  photos.  Memorial  Day 
to  Labor  Day,  Wed.-Mon.  Closed  Tues. 
Free. 

Terry,  CAMERON  GALLERY,  Lady 
Cameron  photo  collection  of  home- 
steaders in  eastern  Montana.  Free. 

Wibaux,  CENTENNIAL  CAR 
MUSEUM  &  STATE  VISITOR  CEN- 
TER, and  the  Pierre  Wibaux  and  bad- 
lands cowboy  interpretive  center  built 
by  Pierre  Wibaux  in  1892.  Museum 
complex:  Pierre  Wibaux  house  muse- 
um, antique  barber  shop,  livery  stable. 
Free  tours  May-Sept.  (406)  795-2381. 
Public  Art  Centers 

Billings,  YELLOWSTONE  ART 
CENTER,  401  N.  27th  St.  Nationally 
accredited  art  museum.  Changing  exhi- 
bitions: contemporary  and  historic.  Gift 
Shop.  Closed  Mon.  (406)  256-6804. 
Free. 

Hardin,  BIG  HORN  COUNTY 
ARTS  AND  CRAFTS  ASSOCIA- 
TION, JAIL  HOUSE  GALLERY.  219 
N.  Center.  Crafts,  art  displays,  prints, 
gift  shop.  (406)  665-3239.  Free. 

Miles  City,  CUSTER  COUNTY  ART 
CENTER,  WATER  WORKS 

GALLERY.  Water  Plant  Rd.,  west  of 
town.  Annual  Western  Art  Show,  L.A. 
Huffman  photographs.  Open  year- 
round,  Tues.-Sun.  1-5.  (406)  232-0635. 
Free. 

Miles  City,  WOOL  HOUSE 
GALLERY.  419  N.  7th  St.  In  1909  wool 
warehouse  for  Milwaukee  RR.  Tues.- 
Sat.  1-5.  (406)  232-0769.  Free. 
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I  Montana  I 

Hysham 

Hysham,  the  county  seat  of 
Treasure  County,  is  bor- 
dered just  to  the  north  by  the 
Yellowstone  River  and  to  the  south  by 
beautiful  rolling  hiUs. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  twentieth 
century,  soon  after  Montana  territory 
earned  its  statehood  in  1889,  Hysham 
was  a  part  of  the  great  expanse  of 
Custer  County.  It  was  on  what  was 
then  Crow  Indian  Reservation.  Cattle 
branded  with  the  Flying  E  grazed  near 
the  Northern  Pacific  tracks  where  train- 
men threw  off  supplies  "for  Hysham." 
Charlie  J.  Hysham  was  associated  with 
the  Flying  E  Ranch  which  ran  thou- 
sands of  cattle  in  an  area  between  the 
Bighorn  River  on  the  west  to 
Reservation  Creek  on  the  east,  and 
from  the  Yellowstone  River  to  the 
Wyoming  Une. 

Treasure  County  has  some  outstand- 
ing historic  sites.  Manuel  Lisa  buUt  the 
first  building,  a  fur  trading  post  in 
Montana  near  the  mouth  of  the  Bighorn 
River  in  1807.  Fort  Cass  was  the  first 
fort  built  by  the  American  Fur  Co.  on 
the  Yellowstone,  just  three  miles  below 
the  mouth  of  the  Bighorn.  Fort  Pease 
was  a  stockade  constructed  in  1875, 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Bighorn,  as  a 
defense  against  a  party  of  Sioux  Indians 
and  also  as  a  trading  post.  Remnants  of 
Fort  Pease  stiU  stand  on  the  original 
site.  Other  locations  of  forts  remain  a 
mystery. 


Located  about  half-way  between 
Miles  City  and  BilUngs  on  Interstate  94, 
Hysham  has  just  about  everything  a 
visitor  could  need.  Dropping  down 
from  the  hills,  newcomers  will  see  this 
agricultural  community  spread  before 
them  in  a  panorama  of  green  fields, 
pasture  land  and  strips  of  grain.  The 
community  has  four  churches,  a  swim- 
ming pool  for  youngsters  and  adults,  a 
city  park  with  covered  picnic  facilities 
and  free  overnight  camping,  and  tennis 
courts  available  at  the  school.  For  small 
airplanes,  there  is  a  lighted  airport 
landing  strip  about  two  miles  east  of 
Hysham  along  a  secondary  highway. 
Treasure  County  has  a  museum  on 
Hysham's  main  street.  Across  from  the 
museum  is  the  Manning  family  home 
and  theater,  which  was  donated  to  the 
town  and  is  in  the  process  of  being  pre- 
served and  opened  to  the  public.  "Tales 
of  Treasure  County,"  a  history  of  the 
people  and  events  of  the  area  is  sold  at 
the  museum. 

Deer  and  antelope,  pheasants,  geese, 
turkeys,  grouse,  sage  hens,  and  ducks 
make  good  hunting  for  local  and  out- 
of-state  hunters. 

The  Myers  Arena,  about  six  miles 
from  Hysham,  is  operated  by  members 
of  the  Treasure  Riders,  who  sponsor 
roping  and  riding  events  during  sum- 
mer months. 

Along  the  Yellowstone,  which  mean- 
ders through  the  area,  there  are  numer- 
ous access  sites  for  traveler  enjoyment. 
As  shown  on  the  map,  there  is  a  boat 
dock  at  the  state  fishing  access  site  at 
Myers  Bridge.  So  take  a  break  in 
Hysham  and  explore  the  fossil  dig. 
Enjoy  agate  hunting  or  fishing,  camp- 
ing or  boating. 

Everyone  is  invited  to  enjoy  the 
annual  4th  of  July  parade  barbecue, 
and  fireworks  at  the  City  Park. 
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TREASURE 


Hysham  Chamber  of  Commerce 

Welcomes  You!! 

Stop  &  Get  Acquainted!! 

(406)  342-5457 

1-94  •  Exit  67 


Treasure  County  Museum 

Manning  Family  Collection 

Ballgowns,  Memorabilia,  Pictures 

Main  Street 

Open  Afternoons-  Memorial  Day  -  Labor  Day 


Manning  International,  Inc. 
Case  International 

Farm  Equipment  •  International  Trucks 


FRIENDLY  CORNER 

Gasoline  &  Oil  •  Travel  Shop 
342-5888 


HYSHAM  ECHO 

Hysham 's  Weekly  Newspaper 
(406)  342-5508 


HYSHAM  HARDWARE 

Hunting  &  Fishing  Supplies 

AwD^  Hardware 
342-5285 


CLARKE  INSURANCE 
SERVICE 

Keith  Kimball  •  Insurance  Agent 
1-800-745-5721 


FJELSTADS  SHOP 
Wild  Game  Processing 

P.O.  Box  109,  Hysham,  MT  59038 
(406)  342-5668 


FARMERS  STATE  BANK 

You  are  #)  with  us 
(406)  342-5214       fdic. 


Town  &  Country  Lounge  & 
Hyshiam  Hills  Supper  Club 

Fannily  Dining  from  Burgers  to  Lobster 
342-5434 


BRUNSWICK  BAR 

Mixed  Drinks  •  Beer  •  Mini-Tacos 
Burgers  •  Pizza 
10  AM -2  AM 


TREASURE  VALLEY  MOTEL 

Box  469         Hysham,  MT  59038 
(406)  342-5627 


Farmers  Union  Oil  Company 

•  Gas  •  Diesel  •  L.P.  •  GTA  Feed  •  Fertilizer  &  Chemical 
Applications  •  Oil  •  Grease  •  Trre  Repair  •  Service  Station 

(406)  342-5221 
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//  r  I  The  town  was  very  prettily 
located  along  the  bank  of 
the  Yellowstone..."  So 
wrote  a  steamboat  captain  about 
Junction  City  in  the  1880's.  Not  much 
remains  of  Junction  today — some  old 
bottles  and  buttons  and  lots  of  tall 
tales — but  the  same  quote  can  be  said 
of  Custer,  the  offshoot  of  Junction,  bom 
as  the  Yellowstone  washed  away  at  her. 

Custer  is  a  friendly  town  with  lots  of 
surprises  for  the  traveler.  Along  the 
nearby  Yellowstone  River  there  is  fish- 
ing, camping,  boating  and  water  skiing. 
For  the  explorer,  there  is  rustic  Boothill 
Cemetery,  dedicated  to  the  driver  of  an 
ill-fated  stage  coach,  and  the  site  of  old 
Junction — "She  was  a  daisy  while  she 
lasted."  Nearby  at  the  junction  of  the 
Bighorn  and  Yellowstone  Rivers,  is  the 
site  of  Fort  Manuel  Lisa,  the  first  build- 
ing in  Montana  erected  by  white  men. 

Services  available  in  Custer  include  a 
motel,  antique  and  gift  shop,  gasoUne, 
groceries,  eats,  repairs,  and  the  local 
pubs. 

Take  a  break  and  stretch  your  legs  in 
the  city  park,  which  boasts  tennis 
courts,  a  volleyball  court  and  plenty  of 
room  for  picnics.  The  old  Great 
Northern  Depot  is  in  the  park.  Though 
the  depot  is  in  the  process  of  being 
restored,  shiny  new  bathroom  facilities 
are  already  available  for  public  use. 
Ling — "Poor  Man's  Lobster" 


Oliva  Nohl  of  Switzerland  came  to  Montana  to  hunt  and  went  home  with  a  16  inch  prong- 
horn.  The  buck  antelope  was  a  trophy  for  this  European,  even  though  it  did  not  score  in  the 
record  books. 

Photo  courtesy  of  Flying  W  Outfitters 


Ling,  the  eel-like  fish  with  the 
strange  appearance  and  the  deUcious 
flavor  of  lobster,  are  caught  in  the 
Bighorn  and  Yellowstone  Rivers  from 
the  end  of  November  to  the  end  of 
February.  Minnows  and  worms  are  the 
bait  to  use.  Custer,  just  minutes  away 
from  the  confluence  of  these  two  rivers, 
has  many  resident  experts  who  can 
provide  the  fisherman  with  directions 
and  tips. 
Float  for  Fish  and  Search  for  Agates 

If  you  want  some  solitude  and  vari- 
ety in  your  fishing,  head  downstream 
from  BiUings  on  the  Yellowstone  River. 


The  lower  Yellowstone  has  an  amazing 
fishery  all  its  own  —  channel  catfish, 
sauger,  ling,  walleye,  shovelnose  stur- 
geon and  trout. 

During  the  warm  months  of  summer, 
floaters  in  rafts  and  canoes  can  camp 
and  fish  all  the  way  to  the  North 
Dakota  border. 

This  is  also  a  prime  agate  hunting 
area.  Floating  the  river  allows  recre- 
ationists  to  search  the  many  sand  and 
gravel  bars  along  the  shore  as  well  as 
those  exposed  in  midstream. 

Join  the  fun  of  the  Labor  Day  Roping 
and  Dance  September  3-4,  1995. 


Stop  and  Relax  in  Custer,  Montana  - 

Picnic  in  the  Park... 

Fish  the  Bighorn  &  Yellowstone  Rivers 


1-94 
Exit  47 


IPECCIN  CIIIL 
&  IPaVCTS 

Custer,  MT. 
856-4156  or  856-^167 


Free 
Maps 


D  &L  Cafe  &  Motel 

Featuring  Home  Baked  Goods! 

Antiques  &  Gift  Shop 

"Come  and  Browse" 
New  &  Used  •  Old  &  Unique 

X  Indian  Artifacts  x  Mandellas 

X  Dream  Catchers  x  Children's  Teepees 

X  War  Bonnets  x  Tom  Toms 

X  Western  Collectibles 

x  Custer  Collectibles  x  Jewelry 

Custer,  MT  59024  (406)  856-4 1 28 


Fort  Custer  Bar  & 
Restaurant 

•steaks  •  Sandwiches  •  Soup 

•  Casino  Machines 

•  Camping  &  Tent  Spaces 


Custer,  Montana 
(406)856-4191 
Hwy  47  &  1-94 
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Beautiful  River 

Valley  Near  The 

Little  Snowies 

Golden  Valley  County  was 
named  one  autumn  day  after 
frost  had  colored  the  trees 
along  the  Musselshell  River  a  brilliant 
yellow.  The  river  flows  across  the 
width  of  the  county,  and  for  present 
day  tourist  travel.  Interstate  Highway 
12  follows  the  same  scenic  route.  In 
contrast,  the  Big  Snowy  Mountains  lie 
east  and  west  on  the  northern  border. 
Long  ago,  the  last  of  the  road  signs 
which  marked  the  famous  Buffalo  Trail 
Highway  were  taken  as  souvenirs. 
Today,  a  historic  monument  commem- 
orates the  site  where  Chief  Joseph  and 
his  band  of  Nez  Perce  Indians  crossed 
the  Musselshell  River  in  their  flight 
north  toward  Canada. 
Ryegate 

Ryegate,  the  county  seat,  is  on  the 
western  edge  of  the  Custer  Country 
tourism  region.  Nestled  under  the  high 
rimrocks  of  the  Musselshell  River,  the 
town  is  set  in  true  central  Montana  cat- 
tle and  sheep  ranch  land.  The  State 
Recreation  Area  of  Dead  Man's  Basin,  a 
few  miles  west,  is  well  known  for 
camping,  fishing,  boating  and  swim- 
ming. 

In  Ryegate  a  visitor  wall  find  a  gro- 
cery store,  restaurant,  two  bars,  a  post 
office,  and  gas  station. 
Lavina 

About  45  miles  northwest  of  Billings, 
on  Highway  3,  the  most  direct  route  to 
Canada  from  the  south,  is  Lavina,  the 
center  of  a  farming  and  ranching  com- 
munity where  everyone  is  considered  a 
friend  and  neighbor. 

Lavina,  on  the  north-south  route, 
was  an  early  trading  post  and  stage 
stop,  started  in  the  late  1800's  by  Walter 
Burke,  who  operated  the  stage  line. 
When  the  railroad  came  through  in  the 
early  1900' s,  many  of  the  buildings  in 
town  were  built,  the  historic  Adams 
Hotel  being  one  of  the  first.  This 
famous  landmark  still  sits  on  Main 
Street  as  a  tribute  to  this  once  bustling 
town. 


Wooly  sheep  banded  together  are  herded  across  Montana  grasslands.  They  are  part  of  the 
agricultural  base  of  the  state's  economy,  where  farming  and  ranching  and  all  of  the  pro- 
duction stages  of  agriculture  are  the  number  one  industry. 

Donna  Delp  Photo 

Lavina,  situated  on  the  Musselshell 
River,  is  noted  for  its  catfish  and  trout. 
Hunting  and  fishing  licenses  can  be 
purchased  at  the  Lavina  Bar. 

Stop  and  fish  in  some  of  the  lakes  and 
streams  or  hunt  the  various  wildlife 
that  is  in  the  area. 

Lavina  has  a  country  store,  a  cafe, 
city  park,  a  service  station,  a  bar,  a 
beauty  shop,  post  office,  churches,  a 
senior  citizen  center,  and  a  meat  cutting 
business.  A  blacksmith  and  a  potter 
make  a  variety  of  items. 


Pronghom  antelope  are  numerous  on  Custer 
Country's  prairies.  Gloria  Wester  Photo 


Lane's 
Service,  Inc, 

Roy  &  Myrtle 
Lavina,  MT  59046 

(406)  636-2722 


[conoco) 


Bulk  &  Retail 

Fuel  Dist. 

Oil  •  Grease 


£avina  Crossing  Cafe 

102  McUn 

Iao4*ui..  Mt  59046  ^.^^ 

^ 


Qneai  ^ood  ut  tke.  Jlea/it  a^  Jlidityuc  Matdatta 

^om  &  Ro4e  kJUe  (406)  636-47 ff 


Ryegate 


BilliDgs         -^Wesl 
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PIONEER  CAFE 

Welco?ne  All  Visitors  & 
Local  Customers 
We're  well  known  for  our  homemade 


K.^ 

^*^ 


•  Cinnamon  Rolls  ^^  ^o^ 

•  Biscuits  &  Gravy    ''^'V/''*^ 


'^s 


it  Chicken  Fried  Steak 

it  Soups 

Open  Daily  6  am  -  8  pm        #^ 
Main  Street  -  Roundup  ^o<^^^6^ 
(406)  323-2622         ^^ 

Homey  Atmosphere  &  Friendly  Service 
&  Full  Menu  at  Affordable  Prices. 


^^^^T/>'J^'^Ar 


Trading  Company 


MONTANA  GIFTS  &  SOUVENIRS 

Guns  •  Saddles  •  Jewelry 

•  Old  Time  Photography  •  Jerky 

FREE  Western  &  Wildlife  Display 

136  Main  Street  •  Roundup,  MT  59072 

(406)  323-1333  or  1-800-926-2032 


The  Roundup  Cattle  Drive  made  Centennial  history  in  1989  when  3,500  riders  saddled  up 
alongside  250  wagons,  and  herded  3,000  head  of  cattle  to  Billings.  A  re-make  of  the  event — 
on  a  smaller  scale — is  scheduled  each  year  for  six  days  and  five  nights.  The  1995  dates  are 
August  13-18.  Join  up! 

Gerald  "Stub"  Bartow  Photo 


VAN  DYKE'S 

SUPERMARKET 


Food  y  farm 


121E  Main,  Roundup.  Montana  59072 
Tracy  b  Linda  Barta.  Owners  (408)  323-2802 


SYSUM  REALTORS 

"The  Sign  of  Results" 


m 


SANDRA  SYSUM 
BROKER/OWNER 


REALTOR 

RESIDENTIAL  -NEW/CONSTR-COMM. 
RECREATIONAL/RANCHETTE 

315  Main,  Roundup (406)  323-3211 

Residence (406)  323-1020 

Determined  to  Provide  Ttie  Best  Service  And  l^aintain 
The  Highest  Standard  Of  Our  Industry. 


w 


iastwfrMZ 


TASTEE 


Ip^     6  a.m.  to  9:45  p.m. 

•Full  Service  Cafe  with  Salad  Bar 
*Soft-Serve  Ice  Cream 
•Homemade  Hard  Ice  Cream 


747  Main 
Roundup,  MT 


Phone 

(406)  323-1008 


ARCADE 


BAR  &  SPORTING  GOODS 

230  MAIN,  ROUNDUP,  MONTANA  59072 
We  Welcome  You  to  Come  see  the 
Largest  non-typical  Royal  Elk  ever 
I  taken  in  Montana  -  7th  in  the  World.  { 
Enjoy  our  Six  Original 
Fred  Tressl  Paintings. 
Roundup  was  also  the 
Headquarters  to  the 
Great  '89  Centennial  Cattle  Drive. 
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FDIC 


'Complete  Commercial 
Banking  Service 
'Checking  Accts. 
'Savings  Accts. 
'Loans 

'Banking  by  Mail 
'24-Hour  Banking  ATM 


Your  locally-owned  independent  bank 
serves  you  best. 


401  Main 
Roundup 


I 


Rendezvous  On  The  Banks  Of 
The  Historic  Musselshell  River 


The  Roundup  Mountain  Man  Rendezvous  and  Cowboy  Encampment  is  set  for 
August  1-6  in  1995.  Plan  to  be  in  the  area  to  see  how  inventive  and  resourceful  early 
explorers  and  cowboys  were  when  it  came  to  clothing,  lodging,  and  eating. 

Travel  Montana  Photo 

I  Montana  I      ^^^^^  ^ 

^^Rounaup 


Roundup — a  town  with  a 
unique  name — is  nestled  in 
the  valley  near  the  Musselshell 
River.  It  has  long  been  renowned  for  its 
natural  geographic  design  for  rounding 
up  livestock.  It  is  stUl  a  place  where 
old-fashioned  values  and  ideals  are 
present. 

One  of  the  highlights  this  year  wiU  be 
the  sixth  annual  Roundup  Cattle  Drive. 
This  annual  event  is  organized  by 
Roundup  Cattle  Drives,  Inc.  The  drive 
is  the  western  adventure  of  a  lifetime 
(though  not  as  dramatic  as  the  movie, 
"City  Slickers,"  makes  it  look!) 

You'll  enjoy  the  scenery  of  the  wide 
open  trail  for  six  days  and  five  nights. 


August  13-18,  this  summer. 

One  of  the  previous  cattle  drive  par- 
ticipants shared  these  highlights  of  the 
journey: 

"The  adventure  begins  with  riders 
and  horses  being  matched  up.  Those  of 
us  who  are  a  little  too  'asphalt'  for  five 
days  on  horseback  were  assigned  to 
wagon  seats. 

"Seasoned  cowboys  were  on  hand  to 
help  get  horses  saddled  and  guests  set- 
tled. 

"The  first  night's  campsite  was  just  a 
few  miles  down  the  traU.  We  pitched 
tents,  had  showers  (tent  style),  and  had 
a  fantastic  meal,  fit  for  an  outdoor 
appetite.  We'd  already  made  lots  of 
friends  and  enjoyed  live  western  music 


and  dancing  under  the  stars  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  prairie.  1  heard  a  coyote  call 
as  I  was  falling  asleep. 

"It  is  up  at  dawn  on  the  trail,  watch- 
ing wranglers  catch  horses.  We  were 
greeted  vsith  a  hearty  breakfast  with 
cowboy  coffee. 

"We  had  lots  of  fun  events  and  only 
minor  mishaps  on  the  trail.  One  of  the 
favorite  stories  of  mine  is  about  a  girl 
from  New  York  who  was  on  the  drive 
with  us.  Her  boyfriend  saw  some  tele- 
vision coverage  of  her  on  the  drive,  and 
he  flew  out  and  met  her  and  presented 
her  with  an  engagement  ring. 

"For  me,  it  was  just  the  time  of  my 
life.  I'm  going  back  this  next  year!" 

This  year's  drive  will  begin  at  the 
ranch  house  of  the  Brown  ranch,  about 
30  miles  outside  of  Roundup.  Not  a  sin- 
gle motorized  vehicle  will  be  seen  dur- 
ing the  cattle  drive  days.  Besides  being 
fun,  the  cattle  drive  is  a  real  learning 
experience  for  participants  who  get  a 
chance  to  find  out  exactly  what  farming 
and  ranching  operations  are  all  about 
and  why  the  delicate  balance  of  the 
environment  has  always  been  so  cru- 
cial here. 

Around  Town 

Recently,  the  city  has  undergone  a 
rejuvenation.  The  linden  and  flowering 
crab  trees  that  you  see  flourishing 
along  Main  Street  were  a  project  of  the 
Beauty  Undertaken  for  Decades  (BUD) 
organization.  The  trees  were  planted  by 
many  people  in  the  community  and 
symbolize  a  united  effort.  Planters  full 
of  flowers  and  benches  for  a  rest  in  the 
business  district  are  other  inviting 
touches. 

Businesses  offer  everything  from 
clothing  to  antiques  to  gourmet  and 
espresso  coffee  shops.  Wool  weaving 
and  spinning  businesses  are  two  "cot- 
tage industries"  in  Roundup.  Be  sure  to 
tour  these  facilities  and  see  the  fascinat- 
ing process  of  turning  fleece  into  yarns. 
Advance  notice  will  guarantee  the  visi- 
tor a  chance  to  see  demonstrations  of 
the  entire  process. 

The  city  has  a  park,  indoor  and  out- 
door swimming  pools,  golf  course,  hos- 
pital, municipal  airport  and  a  museum. 
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The  CowBelle  Campground,  located  at 
the  fairgrounds  on  the  southeastern 
edge  of  Roundup,  offers  free  overnight 
camping  and  RV  parking.  The  peaceful 
setting,  on  the  banks  of  the  Musselshell 
River,  provides  a  beautiful  location  for 
family  reunions,  camping  and  barbe- 
cues. 

A  hanging  tree  scene  on  Roundup's 
main  street  is  a  reminder  of  early-day 
justice  in  Montana  Territory. 

Historical  Museum 

Roundup  is  also  famous  for  its 
Musselshell  Valley  Historical  Museum, 
open  April  through  September,  1-5 
p.m.  daily.  On  entering,  sign  in  on  the 
old  registry  of  the  early  day  Adams 
Hotel  of  Lavina.  The  museum  houses  a 
coal  tunnel,  complete  with  wooden  car, 
carbide  lamps,  lunch  pails,  maps  and 
photos.  Other  exhibits  include  fossils, 
local  Indian  artifacts,  and  paintings  by 
local  artists.  Special  rooms  display  the 
old  Rothiemy  Store  and  post  office,  a 
one  room  rural  school,  a  dressmaker 
shop,  and  original  operating  rooms  of 
the  old  Vicars  Hospital.  Changing 
exhibits,  such  as  quilt  shows,  and  local 
artist  and  sculpture  showings  are 
scheduled  for  one  area  of  the  museum 
during  the  summer  months.  The 
grounds  have  a  blacksmith  shop,  print 
shop  and  the  old  NF  Ranch  home,  built 
in  1884.  Guided  tours  through  the 
museum  are  actually  living  history 
lessons.  No  admission  is  charged. 

Scenery  and  Wildlife 

The  Bull  Mountains,  south  of 
Roundup,  offer  beautiful  roadside 
geology  and   pine  trees.  Companies, 


adhering  to  careful  reclamation 
processes,  mine  coal  in  these  moun- 
tains. North  of  town  are  oil  wells,  evi- 
dence of  another  rich  mineral  in  the 
area.  Also  near  Roundup  are  the  CM. 
Russell  National  WildUfe  Refuge  and 
the  Lewis  and  Clark  National  Forest. 

The  Musselshell  River,  noted  for  its 
fine  trout  and  catfish,  also  offers  plenti- 
ful spots  for  relaxing  picnics  along  its 
lazy  banks.  The  oblong  mussels,  for 
which  the  river  is  named,  can  be  col- 
lected as  "jewels  of  the  Musselshell." 

Watch  for  deer,  antelope,  turkeys 
and  pheasants  when  you  drive  through 
the  area.  Sharp-eyed  spotters  will  see 
elk  grazing  against  the  backdrop  of  the 
Bull  Mountains.  Deer  are  especially 
noticeable  at  dusk  and  dawn  on  the 
side  roads. 

Activities 

Summer  months  in  the  Roundup 
area  are  full  of  activities  such  as  rodeos 
("rodeo"  is  the  Spanish  word  for 
"roundup"),  bazaars,  demolition  der- 
bies and  fairs.  Spring,  summer  and  fall 
outdoor  activities  include  fishing,  hunt- 
ing, backpacking,  camping,  golf,  tennis, 
sightseeing  and  photography.  Cross 
country  skiing  and  snowmobiling  add 
to  the  wintertime  fun. 

Bump  &  Run  Motocross 

You  will  want  to  be  sure  to  attend  the 
Bump  &  Run  motocross  competitions 
held  throughout  the  summer.  The 
excitement  and  thriU  is  contagious  as 
the  drivers  navigate  turns,  bumps  and 
jumps  while  trying  to  "bump"  the 
other  drivers  out  of  the  way  and  be  the 
first  to  cross  the  finish  line. 


1995  Events  in  Roundup 
April:  Musselshell  Valley  Historical 

Museum  Opens 29 

Fiddlers  Jam 2 

May:  Bump  &  Run  Motocross  Rally  ..7 
June:  Child's  Fishing  Tank, 

Enjoy  Sports 3 

Bump  &  Run  Motocross  Rally 4 

Dist.  High  School  Rodeo 9-11 

Wagon  Train  Drive,  Sponsored 

by  George  Smith  of  Ingomar,  MT 

323-2520 June  29  -  July  4 

July:  Parade,  Fireworks, 

Evening  Show 3 

Parade  &  NRA  Rodeo 4 

Bump  &  Run  Motocross  Rally 9 

Tri-County  Horse  Show 15-16 

Tri-County  &  4-H  Fair 20-23 

August:  Roundup  Mountain  Man 

Rendezvous  and  Cowboy 

Encampment 1-6 

Bump  &  Run  Motocross 6 

Roundup  Cattle  Drive 13-18 

Sept.:  Bump  &  Run  Motocross 10 

Oct.:  Musselshell  Valley  Historical 

Museum  closes 1 

Air  Gun  Competition,  Enjoy  Sports  ....7 
Dec:  Christmas  Stroll 2 


Towns  East  of  Roundup 

While  you  are  in  the  area,  check  out 
these  towns  along  Highway  12, 
between  Forsyth  and  Roundup. 
Musselshell  is  a  quiet  little  town  with 
easy  access  to  the  Musselshell  River. 
Nearby  is  Melstone.  Ingomar,  Sumatra 
and  Vananda  will  hold  a  tri-city 
reunion  July  28-30,  1995  in  Ingomar. 
Around  5,000  people  are  expected. 
Travelers  are  welcome  to  stop  by. 


National  Senior 
Pro  Rodeo  Association 

•  For  that  special  group  of  Cowboys  and 

Cowgirls  reaching  40  and  beyond. 

•  Over  fifty  sanctioned  Senior  Pro  Rodeos 

throughout  the  year. 

•  National  Senior  Pro  Rodeo  Finals  in 

November  in  Reno,  Nevada. 

Plan  to  watch  the  Legends  of  Rodeo  in  action. 

For  Senior  Pro  Rodeos  in  Custer  Country 
Contact  the  National  Office. 

Senior  Pro  Rodeo,  P.O.  Box  418, 

Roundup,  MT  59072 

(406)  323-3380 


1 
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The  National  Old  Timers  Rodeo  Association, 
organized  in  1979,  is  headquartered  in 
Roundup,  and  Montana  was  one  of  the  original 
seven  states  in  the  organization.  Fifty  sanc- 
tioned rodeos  are  held  each  year,  with  contes- 
tants participating  in  these  events  to  qualify  for 
the  National  Finals  held  each  fall. 

Mike  McCleary  Photo 


Musselshell  Valley  Historical  Museum  and 
homesteader  cabin.  Roundup,  Montana 


Busy  Bee  Family  Dining 

Golden  Fork  Award  it  Silver  Spoon  Award 

COMPLETE  MENU,  INCLUDING: 
•k  Homemade  Soups 
it  Bakery  Goods 
ir  Salad  Bar 


■  Montana  Gifts  ■  Beer  b  Wine  •  Gaming  Machines 
^Hiway  12  b  87       323-2204        Roundup.  Ml 


€NJOV  SPORTS 

"Home  of  the  Loft" 

^  Hunting  &  Fishing  Gear 

^  Clothing  for  the  Whole  Family 

^  Montana  Gifts 

^  Camping  Supplies 

^  Hardware 

^  Toys 

342  Main  Street 

Roundup,  Montana  59072 

(406)  323-1977  •  1-800-498-1977 


Big  Sky  Motel 

"You  are  a  stranger  only  once" 

22  DELUXE  UNITS 

©  REASONABLE  RATES 
$  COLOR  TV 

9  AIR  CONDITIONED 
0  QUEEN  BEDS 
Q  PHONES 


We  Accept 

MasterCard 

Visa 

Discover 


Hwy.  12&87        Roundup,  MI 


323-2303 


Fisher's  A&W 
Restaurant 

323-1901 

Where  our  food  is  as 

good  as  our  Root  Beer! 

Remember,  We  deliver 

Open  10:30  a.m.  Dally 

925  Main 

Roundup,  Montana 


1^ 


&  Bakery 


TIGER  DISCOUNT  PRICES 
FULL-SERVICE  PHARMACY 
COMPLETE  IN-STORE  DELI 

323-2410  Roundup,  MT  59072 
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Huntley  Project,  located  east  of 
Billings  on  1-94,  is  a  valley  of 
lush  crops.  The  valley  is 
actually  made  up  of  four  small  commu- 
nities: Huntley,  Worden,  Ballantine, 
and  Pompeys  Pillar. 

The  name  "Huntley  Project"  is  short 
for  Huntley  Irrigation  Project,  which  is 
the  second  U.S.  Bureau  of  Reclamation 
irrigation  projects.  The  area  was  part  of 
the  Crow  Indian  Reservation  from  1874 
to  1904  when  the  government  pur- 
chased the  35,000  acres,  stretching  27 
miles — from  Huntley  east  to  the  Little 
Bull  Mountains. 

The  irrigation  headgates  opened  on 
the  project  July  22,  1907,  and  home- 
steading  began.  The  Huntley  Post 
Office  was  established  in  1877,  one  mile 
upstream  from  present  day  Huntley.  It 
was  a  stage  station  and  stopping  off 
place  for  freighters  and  travelers.  It  also 
served  as  head  of  steamboat  navigation 
on  the  Yellowstone  River.  In  1882 
Northern  Pacific  Railway  built  a  section 
house  and  depot  a  mile  east  and  on  the 
opposite  bank  of  the  river,  and  the 
growth  center  of  Huntley  followed. 
Since  the  town  was  located  in  the  pro- 
ject, the  Huntley  Irrigation  Project 
name  came  naturally. 

Homesteader  Days 

In  1964  the  Huntley  Project  Lions 
Club  organized  the  first  "Homesteader 
Days." 

The  two-day  celebration  is  held  each 
year  on  the  third  weekend  in  July  at 
Homesteader  Park,  located  adjacent  to 
the  State  Experiment  Station,  which  is 
fifteen  miles  east  of  Billings  on  old 
Highway  10  and  also  accessible  off  the 


I  Montana  I 

Huntley  Project 


The  gears  of  progress  shift  into  reverse  at  Huntley  Project  each  year,  as  the  South  Central 
Montana  Antique  Tractor  and  Machinery  Association  members  put  on  a  re-creation  of  an 
early-day  threshing  bee.  Early  day  tractors,  cars,  wagons,  and  farm  machinery  like  the  Ruth 
Dredger  pictured  here  delight  crowds.  Plowing,  mowing,  discing,  baling,  threshing,  grain 
binding,  and  grain  shocking  are  demonstrated. 

Photo  courtesy  of  Huntley  Project  Museum 


interstate.  See  the  map  illustration  on 
the  next  page. 

The  Annual  Homesteader  Days  wiU 
be  July  15-16,  1995.  Homesteader  HaU, 
a  memorial  to  homesteaders  who  set- 
tled the  area,  is  a  1989  state  centennial 
project  of  the  Huntley  Project  Lions 
Club.  The  40x60,  kitchen-equipped  hall 


is  available  for  reunions  and  other 
group  activities  when  reservations  are 
made  by  calUng  (406)  348-3812. 

The  celebration  honors  a  hardy  breed 
of  pioneers  who  came  on  foot,  by  cov- 
ered wagon,  or  by  immigrant  train  to 
carve  out  a  fertile  valley  in  a  land  of 
sagebrush  and  greasewood. 


Huntley  Project  Museum 
at  Osbom  Park 


"A  thousand  smiles  and  a  million 

memories  await  you  " 

Open  9-^  May  -  Sept. 

3  miles  east  of  Huntley  or  12  miles 

west  of  Pompeys  Pillar  Landmark  on 

U.S.  Hiway  312 

Special  Tours  by  Appointment 

Suggested  $1 .00  Donation 

Marvin  Balzer 

2504  N.  12th  Rd. 

Worden,  MT  59088 

Phone:  (406)  967-2680 


Fireworks 


Parade 


HOMESTEADER  DAYS 

Evening  Show  Presented  by  Contests 

Huntley  Project  Lions  &  Lionesses 


Kiddie  Rides 
Crafts  Show 
•  Sand  Volleyball 


July 
15-16 


•  Food  Concessions 

•  Game  Concessions 

•  Beer  Garden 


-^    3  miles  east  of  Huntley 
20  miles  east  of  Billings 
on  Highway  312 
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Homesteader  Days  activities  are 
designed  for  all  ages,  just  as  they  were 
in  early  history.  They  include  kiddie 
rides,  parades,  booths,  crafts,  bingo, 
homesteader  games,  antique  machin- 
ery, a  floor  show  and  church  services. 
There  is  a  homesteader  dinner  and  a 
beer  garden,  too. 

The  admission  is  just  one  dollar  for 
adults  and  children  11  and  older.  All 
younger  children  are  admitted  free. 
The  Huntley  Project 

Museum  of  Irrigated  Agriculture 

The  Huntley  Project  Museum  of 
Irrigated  Agriculture  is  located  in  the 
townsite  of  the  early-day  town  called 
Osborn.  The  collection  is  southern 
Montana's  most  outstanding  museum 
of  irrigated  agriculture  artifacts,  with 
over  5,000  items  displayed.  It  is  the 
most  complete  museum  of  beet,  small 
grain  and  early-day  machinery,  much 
of  which  has  been  restored  to  original 
condition  and  painted  with  authentic 
colors. 

The  museum  interprets  the  preserva- 


Pompeys 


Museum  & 
Homesteader 
Huntley       Days. 
Exit  #6 


Billings 


Historic 
Tour  Loop 


Little  Bighorn 
Battlefield 


tion,  restoration  and  display  of  the 
machinery,  buildings  and  other  home- 
steader implements,  which  were  used 
by  settlers  of  the  irrigation  project  area. 
A  Million  Memories 
The  slogan  of  the  museum  is  inviting 
in  itself:  "A  thousand  smiles  and  a  mil- 
Uon  memories  await  you."  And  to  that, 
the  community  adds  a  warm  invitation 
to  take  a  short  diversion  off  the 
interstate  into  the  world  and  tools 


of  our  agricultural  heritage. 

Readers  interested  in  the  details 
about  Huntley  Irrigation  Project,  "Old 
Huntley"  and  the  Huntley  Project 
Museum  May  write  to:  Huntley  Project 
Museum,  c/o  Marvin  Balzer,  2504  N. 
12th  Rd.,  Worden,  MT  59088-2104 
1995  Activities  in  Huntley 

Homesteader  Days July  15-16 

Threshing  Bee August  19-20 


»    ■ 


'Clark  Day'  is  celebrated  each  year  at  Pompeys  Pillar,  ttie  sandstone  butte  22  miles  east  of  Huntley  where  Captain  William  Clark  of  the  Lewis 
and  Clark  Expedition  of  1804-1806  carved  his  name.  Canoes  paddling  to  the  site,  food,  entertainment,  and  interpretive  activities  are  sched- 
uled for  Sunday,  July  30  in  1995.  Gloria  Wester  Photos 
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Uptown  ^dtwilaffe^^\X\  DOWntOWn  ^aUnffL 


^€€/iae^  ^^l€eWiu\ 


Restaurant 


Lunch  •  Dinner 


Dine  at  home  away  from  home  in  one  of  Billings'  oldest  homes, 
built  in  1882.  Gourmet  food  at  its  finest  with  reasonable  prices. 

Prime  Beef  and  Excellent  Seafood 

Exceptional  Homemade  Desserts 

404  North  30th  Street 

(406)  245-4570 


ALSBOOTEHV 

And  Repair  Shop 
1820  1st  Ave.  N. 

9  Blocks  East  of  the  Sheraton 

(406)  245-4827 
1-800-745-4827 

Mon.-Sat.  8t00-6:00 


Dude 

Xcincficr 

£odgc 


Your  Kitchen  Specialists 

Coffees,  Montana  Made  Items,  Pottery, 
Wood  Products,  Foods,  Wine,  Beer,  and  Gifts 

(406)  256-8778  (406)  652-2040 

1 05  N.  Broadway,  Suite  B  Rimrock  Mall 

Billings,  MT  591 01  Billings,  MT  591 02 

1-800-775-1732 


•  HBO  •  Restaurant 

In-Room  Whirlpools/Steam  Baths  Available 

•  Courtesy  Airport  Sen/Ice 

415  North  29th  •  Billings,  MT  59101 

(406)  259-5561  •  1-800-221-3302 


Montana's  finest         ^rockel's 

Hand-Dipped  Chocolates 
and  the  ULTIMATE  Double  (j 

Dipped  Gourmet  Chocolate 

Ice  Cream  Bars  (406)  248-2705 

117No.29tllSt. 
Billings,  MT  59101 


^rockels  cjghocolates 


(406)  248-4767 

Market  Square 


^c#>  r^mM 


Mon. -Sat.  9:30-5:30 
Downtown  Billings 
2818  2ncl  Ave.  North 
(406)  256-5542 


TRATEL  TiM 


Activity  Books  •  Games 
•  Fun  With  Learning 
•  Map  Puzzles 

1,001  Ways  to  Entertain 
Young  Passengers 


Just  one  block  south  of  the  Radisson  Northern  at  2802 

Montana  Ave.  FREE  PARKING  in  the  rear  of  the  building. 

M-F  8-5:30,  Sat.  8-4.  Phone  (406)  245-3158. 


Native  American 
Art  { Artifacts 


EMPOBIUM, 


Indian  Relics 
Fossils  %  Rocks 


Antique  Mall       SSOealers* ISDOOSquareM 


Indian  Jewelry 


114-.  113  North  29th 
LMm.^. .    Downtown  Billings 


59-2338  •  259-3314 


Original  Art 
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Don't  miss  the  Visitor  Center  just  off  exit  450  for  information  about  Billings  and  area  attractions.  In  front  of  the  center  is  a  heroic  size  mon- 
ument commemorating  the  Great  Montana  Centennial  Cattle  Drive  of  1989.  The  bronze  is  a  cowboy  on  a  horse,  herding  two  longhom 
steers.  Bring  your  camera  for  your  photo  beside  the  monument.  For  a  complete  Billings  calendar  of  events,  write  or  call  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  P.O.  Box  31177,  Billings,  MT  59107.  (406)  245-4111  or  1-800-735-2635. 


^  Billims 

Passport  to  the  West 


Billings  is  where  Montana 
Territory  began,  and  where 
your  historical  and  cultural 
"Passport"  to  the  legendary  West 
begins.  Use  Billings  as  a  central  point  to 
the  best  western  attractions,  events, 
hospitality,  shopping  and  cuisine. 
Regional  accommodations  specialize  in 
making  the  road-weary  traveler  feel 
welcome  and  safe.  Put  up  your  feet. 
Kick  back.  And  relax  at  one  of  the  many 
and  varied  hotels,  motels,  bed  and 
breakfasts,  resorts  and  historic  lodges 
in  and  around  Billings. 

Once  you've  had  a  chance  to  unwind, 
head  downtown  and  pick  up  some  gen- 
uine cowboy  boots  and  a  customized 
cowboy  hat.  Then,  look  for  a  matching 


belt  buckle  and  leather-tooled  belt  in 
one  of  the  hundreds  of  great  west-end 
shops.  Check  out  the  variety  in  the 
Heights  area  retail  stores  on  your  way 
to  enjoy  the  spectacular  beauty  atop 
Billings'  rimrocks. 

In  between,  kick  up  your  heels  and 
explore  the  "Magic  City,"  founded  in 
1882  by  the  president  of  the  Northern 
Pacific  Railroad,  Frederick  Billings. 
Catch  the  latest  entertainment  options 
at  one  of  the  special  art  shows,  plays, 
exhibits  or  movies  on  tap  at  venues 
throughout  Montana's  largest  city. 
For  the  Palate 
And  then  savor  the  best  of  BilUngs 
cuisine  at  some  of  the  many  restaurants 
offering  sophisticated  menus  and 
mouth-watering  selections.   Whether 


your  appetite  yearns  for  alfresco  din- 
ing, lively  entrees,  or  palate-pleasing 
gourmet  delights,  you're  in  the  right 
place  to  indulge  in  a  variety  of  unique 
western  dining  experiences. 

We'll  Get  You  There 

A  rib-jarring  ride  in  a  creaking  stage- 
coach or  saddle-sore  bounces  on  horse- 
back were  the  only  means  of  trans- 
portation when  the  West  was  won  a 
century  ago.  Today,  BilUngs  is  a  mod- 
em, major  thoroughfare  for  air,  inter- 
state, and  highway  travel.  Billings 
Logan  International  Airport  is  a  region- 
al hub  for  major  carriers  and  is  also  ser- 
viced by  a  number  of  regional  airhnes. 
This  state-of-the-art  facility  offers  40 
daily  fbghts  with  worldwide  connec- 
tions. 

The  interstate  highway  system 
serves  Billings  from  the  south,  east  and 
west  via  1-90  and  1-94.  Major  passenger, 
charter  and  package  bus  lines  also 
serve  the  area  wath  numerous  daily 
arrivals  and  departures. 

Information,  Please 

Your  information  center  to  attrac- 
tions in  BilUngs,  the  region  and  the 
state  is  the  Billings  Area  Chamber  of 
Commerce  and  Visitor  Center,  815 
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The  skyline  of  the  "Magic  City."  BiUings  offers  big  city  comforts  as  a  gateway  city  to  Montana  and  the  Old  West. 


South  27th  Street  off  1-90  Exit  450  (406) 
252-4016  or  1-800-735-2635.  Visitors  are 
welcomed  by  the  Cattle  Drive  monu- 
ment, standing  in  tribute  to  the  Great 
Montana  Centennial  Cattle  Drive  of 
1989.  Brochures,  information,  and 
friendly  assistance  await  you.  They  are 
your  information  passport  to  the  West! 

Attractions  and  Points  of  Interest 
Billings  is  the  gateway  to  our  nation's 
legendary  western  heritage  in  many 
ways.  Over  a  century  of  cowboys,  cow- 
girls, Indians,  rustlers  and  Custer  still 
dominate  the  galleries,  museums,  cab- 
ins, mansions  and  historic  sites  within 
the  "Magic  City." 

Walk  through  a  period  when  the 
untamed  Yellowstone  River  Valley  was 
in  her  infancy.  Places,  people  and 
images  of  the  valley  from  1880-1940 


showcase  an  interactive  museum  in  the 
tum-of-the-century  Western  Heritage 
Center.  At  2822  Montana  Ave.,  (406) 
256-6809.  Free. 

Vital  to  the  valley's  early  growth 
were  the  familiar  chugging,  smoke- 
belching  steam  engines.  The  last  to 
operate  in  Billings  overlooks  the  city  it 
helped  create  at  the  Peter  Yegen,  Jr. 
Yellowstone  County  Museum. 
Authentic  cowboy  and  Indian  artifacts 
and  more  are  part  of  this  huge  collec- 
tion. Located  at  Logan  International 
Airport,  (406)  256-6811.  Free. 

The  railroad  brought  prosperity  to 
Billings,  and  prosperity  brought 
Preston  B.  Moss.  In  1901,  architect  H.J. 
Hardenbergh  (designer  of  the  Waldorf- 
Astoria  and  Park  Hotels  in  New  York 
City)  erected  the  elegant  Moss  estate. 


The      three-story      Moss      Mansion 

remains  authentically  furnished  and 
open  year-round  for  hourly  tours.  At 
914  Division  Street,  (406)  256-5100. 
Admission  charged. 

Following  the  completion  of  the 
Moss  Mansion,  The  Castle  was  con- 
structed to  mirror  Chicago's  eUte  Potter 
Palmer  mansion.  The  medieval-looking 
structure  remains  a  private  home, 
although  the  historic  carriage  house  is 
now  a  gift  shop  and  the  old  Uvery  sta- 
ble is  a  restaurant.  At  622  North  29th  St. 

Finding  solace  in  his  small  rustic 
cabin,  famed  Billings  artist  J.K.  Ralston 
put  the  West  on  canvas.  His  restored 
home  and  studio,  the  J.K.  Ralston 
Cabin,  is  on  display  on  the  north  end  of 
the  Rocky  Mountain  College  campus. 

The      rugged      embrace      of      the 
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Rimrocks,  surrounding  Billings, 
branded  this  area  since  time  began. 
Billings'  history  unfolds  along  the 
Black  Otter  Trail  winding  along  this 
elevated  sandstone  skyline.  The  trail  is 
named  for  a  Crow  Indian  chief  who 
was  buried  here  after  his  death  at  the 
hands  of  a  Sioux  war  party.  The  scenic 
trail  begins  at  US  10  in  east  Billings. 

Rugged  as  the  Rimrocks  enclosing 
their  tombstones,  were  the  outlaws, 
marshals  and  townsfolk  of  Coulson, 
who  haunt  Boothill  Cemetery  along 
Black  Otter  Trail.  Violence  and  death 
were  common  to  the  residents  of  this 
1800s  Old  West  town,  and  to  the  Army 
scout.  Muggins  Taylor,  who  carried  the 
news  of  Custer's  defeat  to  the  world. 
He  was  buried  here  after  a  shoot-out. 

Campaigns  to  force  Native 
Americans  onto  reservations  increased 
following  Custer's  defeat. 

Frontiersman  and  scout,  "Yellowstone" 
Kelly,  was  called  upon  to  guide  the 
Army  on  its  quest.  Yellowstone  Kelly's 
grave,  west  of  Boothill,  is  shadowed  by 
five  majestic  mountain  ranges — the 
Bighorns,  Pryors,  Beartooths,  Crazies 
and  Snowies. 

Indian  warriors  were  slowly  defeat- 
ed not  orUy  by  the  Army,  but  by  a  white 
man's  disease — smallpox.  Sacrifice 
Cliff,  part  of  the  Rimrocks,  located  just 
south  of  the  Yellowstone  River  and 
opposite  Boothill,  was  the  site  of  a 
Crow  village.  Legend  tells  that  upon  a 
war  party's  return,  young  braves  found 
the  village  decimated  by  smallpox. 
Warriors  bUndfolded  their  ponies  and 
rode  them  over  the  cliff  to  appease  the 
gods  and  halt  the  epidemic. 

Walk  in  their  steps.  They  were  the 


And  they're  off!  Pari-mutuel  betting  at  MetraPark  Fairgrounds  rings  in  with  thundering 
hooves  and  lightning  pay-offs  beginning  August  11  and  running  every  Friday,  Saturday,  and 
Sunday  through  September,  plus  Labor  Day.  Simulcast  horse  racing  at  the  Fairgrounds  Turf 
Club  carries  horse  racing  excitement  throughout  the  rest  of  the  year. 

Photo  courtesy  of  Montana? air 


most  famous  explorers  in  American 
history.  Meriwether  Lewis  and  Captain 
William  Clark.  Pompeys  Pillar  bears 
the  only  remaining  physical  evidence 
along  the  traU  of  the  Lewis  and  Clark 
Expedition.  Captain  Clark  carved 
"Wm.  Clark,  July  25,  1806."  Open 
Memorial  Day  through  Labor  Day.  28 
miles  east  of  Billings;  1-94  Exit  23. 

Before  the  white  man,  before  the 
Crow  Indian,  and  long  before  the  buf- 
falo, the  western  Indian  hunted  the 
woolly  mammoth,  and  documented 
the  hunt  with  cave  paintings.  Over 
4,500  years  ago,  Pictograph  Caves 
State  Park  was  home  to  these  Indians. 
Paintings  are  still  visible.  Go  southeast 
of  Billings  on  1-90;  take  Lockwood  Exit 


452;  foUow  signs  7  miles.  Self-guided, 
handicap  access  trail  with  accompany- 
ing brochure  available  at  site.  Nominal 
park  fee. 

Artists  have  continued  to  adorn  the 
West.  You  can  view  a  sample  of  the 
contributions  of  modem  artists  along 
the  Avenue  of  Sculptures.  Along  27th 
Street,  from  Exit  450  to  the  airport.  In 
order  from  south  to  north:  Cattle  Drive 
Monument  at  the  Visitor  Center;  "The 
Trough"  in  front  of  Norwest  Bank,  175 
N.  27th;  Sheriff  Webb  memorial  mark- 
er, courthouse  lawn  comer,  2nd  Ave. 
N.  and  N.  27th;  Reineking  statue  at 
Yellowstone  Art  Center,  4th  Ave.  N. 
and  N.  27th;  Range  Rider  of  the 
Yellowstone  equestrian  statue  in  mem- 


24  HOURS  A  DAY 

Choose  From  Over 
•Kids'  Menu  100  Menu  Selections 

•Sr.  Citizens'  Meals  Specials 

•Breakfast  or  Suppers  Available  ANYTIME  Choose  from 

•"Made  From  Scratch"  Pies,  Brownies,  Pastries  9  Unbelievable  Salads 

•Weekday  Breakfast  Specials 
•Visa,  Mastercard  &  American  Express  Welcome 


^€> 


•51 


is"-^ 


Perkins 


Quatltylnn  \ 
Comfort  Inn  ] 
FalrtWdnn     |     Super  8 


Exlt446    HofcHif 


So.  20th  St,  West  &King  Ave.  Exit  446 
•1/2  Mile  North  of  1-90  • 
Billings  Phone  656-6640 


North  27th  St  Exit  450 
•2  miles  North  of  1-90  ■ 
Billings  Phone  248-8320 
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NILE  brings  a  wide  variety  of  cattle  breeds,  horse  breeds,  hay  seed  and  feed  shows,  rip-roar- 
ing rodeo  and  ag  displays  to  Billings  each  October.  Here,  a  trainer  poses  with  NILE's  1994 
grand  champion  female  mini  horse. 

Kemens  Photo 


ory  of  actor,  William  Hart,  in  front  of 
the  airport. 

Pioneer  life  surrounds  you  at  Oscar's 
Dreamland.  Ride  the  historic  train  or 
walk  the  streets  through  Pioneer  Town 
and  learn  the  story  of  the  early  day 
agriculture.  See  the  world's  largest  pri- 
vate  collection   of   farm   machinery. 


May-Oct.,  1-90  Exit  446;  west  on 
Frontage  Road;  one  mile  south  of 
Market  Basket.  (406)  248-0966. 
Admission. 

If  you  listen  closely,  you  can  hear  the 
past.  It's  the  horses'  hooves  clicking  on 
the  cobblestones  underneath  the  pave- 
ment in  Billings  Historic  District,  the 


preserved  business  district  of  early-day 
Montana  Ave.,  N.  22nd  Street  to  N. 
26th  Street  downtown. 

Arts  and  Entertainment 

Feel  the  Montana  spirit  reverberate 
through  the  floorboards  and  theater 
stage.  Art,  music,  dancing,  plays,  cul- 
tural events,  and  more  are  waiting. 
Grab  your  boots  and  hit  the  BilUngs 
streets  for  some  fun! 

Historic  and  contemporary  art  forms 
from  nationally  and  internationally 
acclaimed  artists  dominate  rotating 
exhibits  at  the  Yellowstone  Art  Center. 
At  the  zenith  of  visual  arts  galleries  in 
a  four-state  region,  the  art  center  offers 
a  first-class  Montana  collection,  show- 
casing favorites  like  Russell  Chatham, 
Will  James,  Deborah  Butterfield.  At  401 
North  27th  St.  downtown.  (406)  256- 
6804.  Free 

Broadway  musicals,  baUet,  the 
Billings  Symphony  Orchestra  and 
Chorale,  and  celebrity  musicians  on 
tour  perform  at  the  Alberta  Bair 
Theater,  the  largest  performing  arts 
theater  between  Minneapolis  and 
Spokane.  At  Broadway  and  3rd  Ave. 
North  downtown.  Tickets  (406)  256- 
6052. 

Competitive  auditions  bring  the  best 
of  local  talent  to  the  stage  for  works 
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October  14-21,  1995 

BiUings,  MT 

MetraPark 

Livestock  Shows  &  Sales 
Professional  Rodeo 
Farm  &  Home  Trade  Show 
NILE  Cowboy  Revue 
Family  Entertainment 


Contact: 

Northenl  International  Livestock  Exposition 

P.O.  Box  1981.  BiUings,  MT  59103 

Pb:  (406)  256-2495  ■  Fax:  (406)  256-2494 
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ranging  from  Shakespeare  to  Neil 
Simon  and  summer  repertory  at 
Billings  Studio  Theatre.  Located  mid- 
town  at  1500  Rimrock  Road,  (406)  248- 
1141. 

The  opulent  Babcock  Theater 
opened  in  1907  as  a  delightful 
Vaudeville  theater.  This  timeless  nickel 
theater  is  preserved  by  Starfire 
Productions  for  a  calendar  full  of  indi- 
vidual performers,  plays,  music  and 
even  big  screen  classic  movies.  At  2810 
2nd  Ave.  North  downtown.  (406)  256- 
6052. 

Acres  of  entertainment  thrill  thou- 
sands every  year  at  MetraPark.  The 
modem  concert,  trade  show  and  rodeo 
arena  is  surrounded  by  the  fair- 
grounds, pari-mutuel  horse-race  track 
and  superbam  complex.  The  best  gets 
better  as  the  facility's  improvement 
plan  goes  into  construction  phase  this 
year.  Sidewalk  superintendent  hats  are 
welcome!  MetraPark  is  home  of  the 
state's  largest  event — MontanaFair. 
Where  the  river  meets  the  rims.  (406) 
256-2400  or  1-800-366-8538. 

Montana's  only  wildlife  park  is  nes- 
tled in  70  acres  of  lush  Montana  green. 
Follow  Canyon  Creek  through  Zoo 
Montana's  winding  nature  trail.  Then 
stop  and  watch  the  otters  play  as  you 


discover  the  native  and  exotic  animals 
in  their  natural  habitats.  Children  will 
enjoy  the  turn-of-the-century  Montana 
homestead  petting  zoo  in  a  farm  and 
ranch  setting.  April  15-Oct.  15.  Exit  446; 
west  on  Frontage  Road  to  Shiloh  Road. 
(406)  652-8100. 

Fresh  Air  Recreation 

Whether  you're  looking  for  bronc- 
busting  rodeo  action  or  the  relaxation 
of  fishing  or  hunting,  you'll  be  in  good 
company  around  Billings.  Teddy 
Roosevelt,  Calamity  Jane  and  Charles 
Lindberg  sought  refuge  and  recreation 
throughout  the  BiUings  area. 

Watch  Montana's  wildUfe  by  grab- 
bing your  binoculars  and  heading  to 
the  plains  or  hiking  in  the  mountains 
that  encapture  Billings.  Or,  grab  a 
bench  to  watch  the  toughest  cowboys 
and  cowgirls  aboard  the  meanest  and 
biggest  bulls  and  broncs.  The  Billings 
Night  Rodeo  bucks  into  action  nightly, 
June-Aug.  (406)  248-1080.  Admission. 

Try  the  colorful  water  adventure — 
wind  surfing.  At  Lake  Elmo  State  Park, 
your  instructor  will  set  you  asail.  Or 
float  your  cares  away  in  your  non- 
motorized  or  electrically  propelled 
boat.  Feet-on-the-ground  fishermen 
cast  tackle  into  the  man  made  lake,  that 


Welcome! 

Visitors  Guide 


Billings 

Battlefield 

Tour 
Loops 

The  Park 


Pick  up  your  Free  copy  of  this  help- 
ful booklet  at  the  Billings  Visitor 
Information  Center 


\  Ho  Jo  Inn       ^^^  ^/'^'^ 


Each  Sta¥  loclndes: 

•  FREE  full  Continental  Breakfast 

•  FREE  Local  Calls 

•  173  Spacious  New  Rooms 

•  Non-Smoking  Rooms  on  Request 

•  Easy  Highway  Access  -  Exit  450 

•  Plenty  of  FREE  Parking 

•  Team  &  Group  Rates 


The  Best  Economy  Lodging 

from  Howard  Johnson  call  1-406-248-4656 

or,  you  may  call  the  reservation  center 

1-800-654-2000 


The  Bungalow 


Restaurant  -  Fine  Dining 
Lounge  -  Live  Music 
Casino  -  Great  Spirits 


The  Bungalow  is  the  most  unique  restaurant,  lounge,  and  casino  facility  in  the 
Billings  area.  Located  at  925  South  27th  Street,  next  to  the  new  Hojo  Inn  HoteL 


4j»  i^op  in  and  try  Billings  Newest  HOT  SPOT!! 
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ZooMontana  organizes  the  state's  largest  outdoor  musical  festival  at  MetraPark,  the  state's 
largest  entertainment  complex.  Last  year  the  event  drew  over  10,000  zoo-supporting  music 
lovers. 

Jim  Duncan  Photo 


channel  catfish,  crappie,  yellow  perch 
and  large  mouth  bass  now  call  theirs. 
Roger's  Pier  on  the  south  side  of  the 
lake  provides  deeper  access.  Hikers 
and  bird  watchers  enjoy  the  .7  mUe 
trail,  complete  with  benches  for  a  pause 
to  relax.  Lifeguards  supervise  the  wide 
beach  area  where  picnickers  savor 
shady  feasts.  In  winter,  enjoy  cross 
country  skiing.  Heights  Main  Street  to 
Pemberton  Lane;  west  to  the  lake. 
Nominal  park  fee. 

Trails  for  feet  and  hooves  wind  a 
labyrinth  through  Riverfront  Park 
where  fresh  air  enthusiasts  have  a  year- 
round  free  access  to  fishing,  hiking. 


cross  country  skiing,  or  a  simple  picnic. 
Non-motorized  boats  float  across  fish- 
ing waters,  and  horseback  riders  exer- 
cise their  steeds  on  the  equestrian  trails. 
1-90  Exit  447;  south  on  South  Billings 
Boulevard. 

You'll  want  to  avoid  the  water  at  the 
numerous  public  golf  courses  in 
BUlings!  Tee  off  at  these:  Circle  Inn  Golf 
Links  (9,  par  3)  259-3351;  Lake  HiUs 
Golf  Club  (18)  252-9244;  Par  3  Exchange 
City  Golf  Course,  652-2553;  or  Peter 
Yegen,  Jr.  Golf  Club  (18)  656-8099.  Two 
private  courses  allow  limited  public 
play:  Briarwood  Country  Club  (18)  248- 
2702;  and  Pryor  Creek  Golf  Course  (27) 


256-0626.  Call  for  tee  times. 

Mustard  up  a  hotdog  and  buy  a  sack 
of  peanuts  to  settle  in  for  the  Cincinnati 
Red's  Pioneer  League  farm  team  to 
throw  the  first  pitch.  The  Billings 
Mustangs  play  at  Cobb  Field  at  9th 
Ave.  North  and  North  27th  Street.  (406) 
252-1241. 

Rev  up  your  engines  and  head  to 
Magic  City  Speedway,  5  miles  east  of 
Billings  on  Highway  10  E.  where  the 
checkered  flag  starts  the  action  on  sum- 
mer nights.  Admission. 

Pick  your  favorite  thoroughbred,  and 
lay  a  wager  on  your  favorite  jockey. 
Thundering  hooves  fly  from  the  start- 
ing gate  for  Fari-Mutuel  Horse  Racing 
action  at  MetraPark  fairgrounds  in 
August  and  September. 

Making  It  Eventful 

Strawberry  Festival,  June  10 — Over  25 
food  vendors,  all  with  something 
strawberry,  along  with  over  75  arts  and 
crafts  vendors  block  off  four  city  blocks 
to  celebrate  this  scrumptious  summer- 
time delight.  Enjoy  the  entertainment, 
live  music  on  two  stages  and  children's 
activities.  Downtown  Billings 
Association  is  sponsor,  115  North 
Broadway,  Suite  300,  Billings,  MT 
59101,  (406)  259-5454. 

Western  Days,  June  16-17 — This  50- 
year  old  celebration  of  our  western  her- 
itage is  hosted  by  the  Billings  Jaycees. 


Opposite  Page  —  Stop  and  smell  the  flowers. 
Get  away  from  it  all  right  in  Montana's 
largest  city.  Take  a  walk  along  the  trails  at 
Riverfront  Park.  Spend  some  time  watching 
the  antics  of  the  otters  at  ZooMontana.  Or  go 
windsurfing,  picnicking,  or  swimming  at 
Lake  Elmo  State  Park. 

Background  photo  by  Donna  Delp 


Mwmmmo 


Peter  Yegen  Jr. 
Yellowstone  County  Museum 

5,000  square  feet  of  display  area,  5,000+  artifacts  on  display 
Authentic  Chuckwagon,  Native  American  Artifacts 
Pioneer  Tools,  Fire  Arms,  Paintings,  Photographs 
HOURS: 

Mon.  -  Fri.  10:30-5:00  Logan  International  Airport 

Sun.  2:00-5:00  Billings,  Montana 

Sat.  (May  13  -  Sept.  16)  1:00  -  5:00  (406)  256-681 1 
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This  beautiful  botanical  bhowcase  is  a  highlight  oi  a  •.  .iit  to  ZooMontana.  Designed  to  be  a  gai- 
den  for  everyone,"  visitors  are  encouraged  to  touch,  taste,  and  smell  the  wonders  of  the  zoo  plant 
world. 

Jim  Duncan  Photo 


The  event  begins  with  a  downtown 
barbecue,  then  features  a  big  parade, 
children's  activities,  gunfights  and  a 
tourist  "kidnapping."  A  street  dance, 
spurred  by  country-western  music  is 
held  in  the  evening.  Call  the  Billings 
Chamber  for  more  information,  (406) 
245-4111  or  1-800-735-2635. 
ZooGrass  Festival,  June  25 — Top  name 


musical  acts  perform  under  Montana's 
Big  Sky  to  benefit  ZooMontana. 
ZooMontana,  P.O.  Box  80905,  Billings, 
MT  59108-0905,  (406)  652-8100. 

Big  Sky  State  Games,  July  14-16 — 
Amateur  athletes  from  250  Montana 
cities  and  towns  participate  in  the 
largest  multi-sport  event  in  the  state. 
Ten  thousand  athletes  vie  for  state  vic- 


tories in  archery,  basketball,  shooting, 
Softball,  wrestling,  wind  surfing  and  a 
number  of  other  events.  For  details  call 
(406)  255-7426  or  write:  Big  Sky  State 
Games,  P.O.  Box  2318,  BiUings,  MT 
59103. 

Big  Skyfest,  Aug.  3-6 — Sixty  hot  air 
balloons  will  paint  the  sky  in  the 
biggest  hot  air  balloon  event  in  the 
Northwest.  It  kicks  off  with  a  parade 
Thursday,  displays  at  Amend  Park  (off 
King  Ave.  West  and  South  Billings 
Blvd.),  The  5th  Dimension  and  Billings 
Symphony  at  Rocky  Bowl  Saturday 
night,  western-style  carnival,  booths 
and  games.  Call  (406)  252-9355. 

MontanaFair,  Aug.  12-19 — Montana's 
largest  statewide  event  features  a  carni- 
val, top  name  country-western  music 
performers,  rodeos,  horse  racing,  mid- 
way acts,  and  more.  MetraPark,  P.O. 
Box  2514,  Billings,  MT  59103,  (406)256- 
2400  or  1-800-366-8538. 

A  Taste  of  Billings,  Aug.  16 — 
Experience  the  best  of  Montana  as  you 
dine  and  dance  in  the  streets  of  down- 
town BUlings.  Last  year  600  people 
enjoyed  exquisite  food,  live  music,  and 
dancing  to  the  sounds  of  the  Big  Band 
era.  The  finest  dining  establishments 
are  represented.  Cost:  $15-$30  a  person. 
Reservations  required.  Sponsored  by 
Downtown  Billings  Association,  115 
North  Broadway,  Suite  300,  Billings, 
MT  59101,  (406)  259-5454. 

NILE  Stock  Show  and  Rodeo,  Oct.  16- 
21 — The  Northern  International 
Livestock  Show  and  PRCA  Rodeo  cele- 
brates its  28th  anniversary  in  1995. 
Western  excitement  centers  around 
world-class  rodeo  action,  entertain- 
ment, livestock  and  trade  shows.  Call 
(406)  256-2495. 


This  great  homed  owl  is  a  high- 
light of  ZooMontana's  program 

Jim  Duncan  Photo 
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Events  in  Billings 
1995 
April:  Anne  Frank  Exhibit, 

Billings  Parmly  Library 1-8 

NILE  Bull  Riders  Contest,  MetraPark  ...  15 
Billings  Symphony  Concert, 

Alberta  Bair  Theater 22 

Gem  &  Mineral  Show,  MetraPark 22-23 

Much  Ado  About  Nothing, 

Billings  Studio  Theatre 4/21-5/6 

Peaks  to  Prairie  Race,  Run,  Bike,  Boat, 

Red  Lodge  to  Billings 30 

May:  Big  Sky  Intercollegiate  Rodeo  ....  4-7 
Montana  Women's  Run, 

Downtown  Billings 13 

Big  Sky  Polka  Fest,  Elks  Club 13-14 

NILE  Spring  Horse  Show  &  Sale, 

MetraPark 12-14 

June:  Chicago,  Billings  Studio  Theatre 

Drama, 2-17 

Strawberry  Festival,  Downtown  Billings .  10 

Festival  of  Cultures,  RMC  Campus 11 

World  Figure  Skating  Champions, 

MetraPark 11 

Symphony  Concert  in  Pioneer  Park 25 

ZooGrass  Festival  Concert, 

MetraPark  Grounds,  Noon-5 25 

July:  Fireworks,  MetraPark 4 

Food  Fair,  Downtown  Billings 5 

Big  Sky  State  Games,  Citywide 14-16 

Summerfair,  RMC 15-16 

Great  American  Championship 

Motorcycle  Hill  Climb, 29-30 

August:  Food  Fair,  Downtown  Billings ...  2 

Big  Skyfest,  Hot  Air  Balloons 3-6 

Hispanic  Fiesta 4-5 

Pciri-Mutuel  Horse  Racing, 

MetraPark, 11-13, 18-20,  25-27 

MontanaFair,  Carnival,  Horse  Races, 

Stars,  Rodeos,  Exhibits,  Cattle  Shows, 

MetraPark 12-19 

Taste  of  Billings,  Downtown  Billings ....  16 

NRA  Rodeo,  MetraPark 17-19 

September  Pari-Mutuel  Horse  Racing, 

MetraPark, 1-4,  8-10, 15-17,  22-24 

Home  Improvement  Show 8-10 

Business  Expo  '95,  MetraPark 13-14 

Octoben  J.K.  Ralston  Show  and  Auction.  .  6 

NILE  Exhibits,  MetraPark  Arena 16-21 

NILE  PRCA  Rodeo,  MetraPark 17-21 

November  Holiday  Food  Show, 

Holiday  Tr.ade  Center 18-19 

Holiday  Parade,  Downtown  Billings  ....  24 
December.  Christmas  Stroll, 

Downtown  Billings 1 

1996 
February:  National  Rodeo  Association 

Finals,  MetraPark 2-4 

State  All-Class  State  Wrestling  Tourney, 

MetraPark 9-10 

Montana  Agri-Trade  Exposition 

MetraPark 3rd  Weekend 

March:  Home  Improvement 

Show 1st  Weekend 

Go  Show  Auto  Display, 

MetraPark 3rd  Weekend 

St.  Patrick's  Day  Parade,  Downtown  ....  17 
Montana  Outdoor  Recreation  Exposition, 

MetraPark 4th  Weekend 


DOWNTOWN! 


130  delightfully  redecorated  rooms  •  In-room  coffee  •  Outdoor  heated  pool 

•  Sauna  and  fitness  room  •  Remote  control  color  cable  TV,  HBO 

•  Individually  controlled  heating  and  air  conditioning  •  Meeting  Facilities 

•  Free  local  calls  •  One  day  valet  service  •  Major  credit  cards 

•  Airport  courtesy  car  •  Shopping  2  blocks  •  Guest  laundry 

•  Lounge  with  live  music       ^^^ge^    *  Restaurant  open  24  hours 


AMERICAN  BUS  ASSOOATION 


mte, 


ASSOCIATION.  INC. 


Ponderosa  Inn 

2511  First  Ave.  No.  •  Billings,  MT  59101 
406-259-5511  •  1-800-628-9081 


03  INN 


AmnmcDTiiiiiciinig 

S@c<S)iiiidl  EiMings 
L<S)cat£0)iiiS 


Kelly  Inn  West,  scheduled  to  open  in  the  summer  of  1995,  will  feature: 

Indoor  Pool  •   Whirlpool  •  Sauna  •  79  Sleeping  Rooms 

Convenient  Location  off  I— 90  Exit  446  •  Restaurant  Adjacent 

The  Kelly  Inn  Billings  Offers: 

Outdoor  Pool  •  Indoor  Whirlpool  and  Sauna 

•  Free  Continental  Breakfast 

Look  for  other  Kelly  Inn  and  Best  Western  Kelly  Inn  locations  in  South 
Dakota,  Wyoming,  North  Dakota,  Minnesota,  and  Michigan. 

KeUy  Inn  Billings  •   5425  Midland  Road  •   (406)  252-2700 
Kelly  Inn  West  •5610  South  Frontage  Road  (406)  248-9800 

Kelly  Inn  Toll-Free  Reservations:  1-800-635-3559 


Custer  Country  Vacation  Guide— 1 995— Page  119 


Are  you  ready  to  catch  the  spirit  of  the  Big  Sky?  If  so,  book  a  flight  into  Billings  Logan  International  Airport.  The  airport  has  completed  a 
major  renovation  project.  The  result  is  a  beautiful  airport  terminal,  housing  major  airlines.  Flight  details  are  handled  efficiently  with  a 
smile. 

Photo  courtesy  of  CTA  Architects  Engineers 


VISIT  MONTANA'S  LARGEST  FURNITURE  STORE  - 

100,000  Square  Feet  of  Famous  Name  Brand  Furniture 


Why  we  sell  for  less... 

•  We  buy  in  hug^  quantities  and  try  to  keep  items  in  stock. 

•  We  own  our  buildings,  designed  to  handle  furniture  eflBciendy. 

•  We  travel  all  over  the  world  to  find  the  best  buys  in  furniture. 

•  We  are  one  of  the  fastest  growing  furniture  stores  in  the  worid. 


if  Voted  Best  Furniture  Store  (Reader's  choice  Award,  Rocky  Mountain  News) 
ir  Finalist,  1994  Retailer  of  the  Year  (National  Home  Furnishings  Association) 
ir  19S)4  Award  of  Excellence  (Furniture  Marketing  Group) 


Skyview 
High 


American  Furniture  . 
Warehouse  * 


Castlerock 
Junior  High 


>Aon' 


la^'^ 


fu-f^ 


Itufe 


Wicks  Lane 


Metra 
Park 


WE  OWN 
OUR  OWN 

FLEET  "^ 

SEMIS 
Saves  freight 

costs  and 

duplicate 
...  handljnqi. 


rATvlUUb  :\AMtJ:>  LUtvi:.... 
•  Broyhiil  •  Simmons  •  Brookwood  •  Kemp 

•  Action/Lane  •  Douglas  •  Guildcrafit  •  Pulaski 

•  Universal  •  Martin  •  Riverside  •  Lea  •  John  Boyd 
>  Bassett  •  Sauder  •  Ashley  •  Bush  •  Michael  Howard 
Natuzzi  •  Boyd  •  Catalina  •  Golden  Chair  •  Harden 
•  Washington  •  Vaughn  Bassett  •  Silver  Oaks 

•  Master  Designs  •  Midwest  •  Powell  •  National 

•  Chromcraft  •  And  so  much  more! 


1600  Mdin  Street  •  Billings,  Montana  •  (406)259-6490 

encan 


U      P      H      R 


r    o     R 
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Billings... 
Cultural 
Center  of 
Montana 


The  Billings  Symphony 
Orchestra  and  Chorale,  Billings' 
musical  showpiece,  is  at  the  apex  of 
the  varieties  of  music  Billings  offers. 
Classical,  jazz.  Dixieland,  rock,  blue- 
grass — all  the  notes  and  rhythms 
keep  Billings  humming. 


Billings  Symphony  Orchestra 

The  Yellowstone  Art  Center,  at 

401  North  27th  St.  in  Billings— (406) 
256-6804 — is  the  foremost  contempo- 
rary art  museum  in  the  region  and  is 
accredited  by  the  American 
Association  of  Museums.  The  center 
features  permanent  collections, 
including  the  Will  James  collection, 
in  addition  to  changing  exhibitions 
of  historic  and  contemporary  work. 
Pictured  here  is  "Machine  Heart"  by 
John  Buck,  a  1993  acrylic  on  cotton- 
wood,  a  part  of  the  permanent  col- 
lection. (Purchase  funded  by  Miriam 
Sample). 


"Evita"  at  the  Alberta  Bair  Theater 

Performances  of  all  forms  of  dance,  music  and  theater  are  a  reg- 
ular part  of  the  Billings  entertainment  scene.  The  Alberta  Bair 
Theater,  Billings  Studio  Theatre,  the  historic  Babcock  Theatre,  the 
colleges,  dinner  theaters,  and  MetraPark  combine  to  provide  a  con- 
tinuous calendar  of  performing  arts  for  Billings  natives  and  visitors. 
Dates,  titles,  and  ticket  information  are  available  through  each  facili- 
ty, or  contact  the  ABT  ticket  office  (406)  256-6052. 


The  Moss  Mansion,  914  Division 
Street,  is  a  beautiful  historic  home. 
As  you  enter  the  elegant  mahogany 
entrance,  you  are  transported  to 
turn-of-the-century  Billings  as  the 
wealthy  Preston  B.  Moss  family 


lived  in  it.  The  Moss  Mansion  is 
open  to  the  public.  Days  the  man- 
sion is  open  and  hours  for  tours 
change  seasonally.  Call  (406)  256- 
5100  for  arrangements  and  rates. 
Special  group  scheduling  and  rates. 


4 


"Machine  Heart"  at  Art  Center 


Inside  the  Moss  ManMtui 
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Rodeo  Talk 
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Rodeo,  a  truly  western  sport, 
began  as  a  result  of  activities 
performed  by  the  working 
cowboy  on  his  day-to-day  job.  It  wasn't 
long  before  cowboys  began  gathering 
regularly  to  test  their  skills  and  to 
prove  who  was  the  toughest  and  best 
rider.  Early  contests  usually  took  place 
after  the  annual  roundup. 

Today,  action-packed  rodeos  still  put 
cowboy  skills  to  the  test.  There  are 
ranch  rodeos,  old  timer  rodeos,  team 
roping  events  and  youth  rodeos. 

Experience  the  western  way  of  life  as 
we  live  it  in  Big  Sky  Country! 

To  find  out  about  other  Northern 
Rodeo  Association  rodeos  in  and 
around  Montana,  contact  the  NRA 
office  in  Billings:  Northern  Rodeo 
Association,  P.O.  Box  1122,  Billings, 
MT  59103,  phone  (406)  252-0300. 

Rodeos  and  roping  events  are  held  at 
the  Horse  Palace  Equestrian  Center  at 
East  Laurel  Exit  437  all  year.  Admission 
prices  fit  the  family  budget.  Events  are 
scheduled  nearly  every  day  from 
November  through  April.  Summer 
dates  offer  some  spectacular  events. 
For  a  complete  schedule,  write  to  Horse 
Palace,  7215  Mossmain  Drive,  Billings, 
MT  59106,  phone  (406)  628-2049. 

Billings  Night  Rodeo  is  held  nightly 
in  June,.  July  and  August.  Call  (406) 
248-1080  for  detaUs 

1995  Custer  Country  Region 
Rodeo  Schedule 

April 

NILE  Bull  Riders  Invitational 
Billings 15 


When  you  attend  a  rodeo,  you'll  hear 

the  announcer  use  terms  that  are  part 

of  the  arena  lingo.  Here's  a  little  help 

with  brushing  up  on  "rodeo  talk." 

I  I  I  Average:  Contestants  in  rodeos  with 

flk      l^v,  jtfHjjjj^l^  more  than  one  go-round,  average  all 

.^      ~    ■■^^^^^\  ^^  the  go-rounds.  The  winner  of  the  aver- 

/   \  age  is  the  winner  of  that  event. 

*  ^  %  «^  Breaking  the  Barrier  If  the  contesr 

1  t^  tant  rides  through  or  breaks  out  of  his 

starting  post  before  it  is  released,  he  is 
assessed  a  penalty  of  more  seconds 
added  to  his  time.  This  helps  give  a  calf, 
steer,  or  goat  an  equal  start  v^th  the 
rodeoer. 

Choking  the  Apple:  If  a  rider  grasps 
the  saddle  horn  while  contest  bronc 
^«Br  '^■iP'llPF'^^*!^      riding,  he  is  disqualified. 
^^^^^^^^  Dallying:  A  rider  takes  a  wrap  or 

several  wraps  around  the  horn  with  a 
May  rope,  making  it  temporarily  secure. 

Big  Sky  Intercollegiate  Championships  End  Swapper  A  bronc  that  reverses 

Billings 4-7      its  position  in  the  middle  of  a  high  buck 

Richey  High  School  Rodeo  jg  ^^  end  swapper. 

„    ^.  ^^u c  "i  ■r> 'j Flank  Strap:  A  sheepskin  Uned  strap 

Bucking  Horse  Sale  Rodeo  ,  ,^  ,     ,  ,.         ,       ,  ,  , 

Miles  City  19-21      ^^t"  ^  self-holdmg  buckle  IS  passed 

Powwow  and  Rodeo  around  the  flank  of  the  bronc  or  bull 

Lame  Deer 28-30     and  is  puUed  tight  as  the  animal  leaves 

the  chute.  In  an  effort  to  get  rid  of  the 

NRA  Rodeo  &  BuUma^fa  ?^"^  ^^'^P'  ^^^  ^^""^^  ^"^'^  ^^^^^  ^""^ 

Forsyth 2-4  harder. 

Ranch  Rodeo,  Broadus 4  Go-Round:  This  is  a  session  of  rodeo 

District  High  School  Rodeo  that  allows  each  contestant  to  compete 

Roundup 9-11  ^j^  ^^g  ^ead  of  stock. 

Deb  Wobig  Memorial  Rodeo  ^^^^^.  ^  ^^^^        ^^^  ^^^^  ^^ 

Hardm 18-19  ,      .  ,  ,  -^  •       •  j    ,• 

Little  Big  Horn  Days  Rodeo  beside  a  steer  on  the  opposite  Side  from 

Hardin 23-24  the  steer  wrestler  to  keep  the  steer  from 

Little  Levi  Rodeo  (12  &  under)  running  away  from  the  steer  wrestler's 

Broadus 24  horse  is  a  hazer. 

.  No  Time:   When  a  flag  fieldman 

Rodeo  Events  Ismay  o"  e^) 1-2  ^^ves  "no  time"  it  means  that  the  con- 

NRA  July  4th  Rodeo,Roundup  4  testant  has  not  caught  or  thrown  his 

Amateur  Rodeo,TerTy 4  animal  properly  and  does  not  qualify 

Amateur  Rodeo,  Hardin 4  q^  that  animal  in  that  go-round. 

Ranch  Rodeo  Broadus                    4  p.^^^         ^^^.  ^  n^o^nted  COwboy  in 

Youth  Rodeo  (ages  up  to  18),  Wibaux 8  ,               ^       ,                        ..         ... 

Richey  Rodeo,  Richey 16  the  arena  who  assists  nders  in  dis- 

Rodeo,  Ingomar 30  mounting  after  they  have  completed 

August  their  rides. 

NRA  Rosebud /Treasure  County  Pulling  Leather:  When  a  bronc  rider 

Jnl  p°*i'°'  ^°^T^   nr'A- ^i1  holds  onto  the  horn  or  any  part  of  the 

PRCA  Rodeo  and  Fair,  Glendive 11  .  ,,      ,      ■        -i       i           ii-       ^     .. 

Days  of  '85  Rodeo,  Ekalaka 11-13  saddle,  he  IS  said  to  be  pulhng  leather. 

Crow  Fair  Rodeo,  Crow  Agency 17-20  Pulling  leather  disqualifies  a  saddle 

NRA  MontanaFair  Rodeo  bronc  rider  if  it  is  done  before  the  ride 

Billings 17-19  is  completed. 

PP^A^fT  S°T'-^  \f{  ^'r^'J ll'f^         Re-ride:  When  a  ride  does  not  quali- 

PRCA  Rodeo  &  Fair,  Miles  City 24-27  .         ...  ,         •  .•      ,-     ..  . 

Rodeo,  Wibaux 26  ^  ^  "der  in  a  go-round,  and  the  fault  is 

September  other  than  the  rider's,  he  is  given 

Team  Roping,  Custer 3-4  another  chance  in  that  go-round. 

October  Spinner:  A  bull  or  horse  that  bucks 

PRCA  NILE  Rodeo,  Billings     17-21       ^^  ^^         ^.    .  ^  ^^^^^^^   ^       -^^^^  ^^  ^^^_ 

February  1996  „  ,        ,  .       .  . 

ally  very  hard  to  nde. 
NRA  Rodeo  Finals,  BUlings 2-4  "^         ■' 
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A  life-size  metat  statue  of  Chief  Joseph  stands  watch  in  Laurel's  Firemen's  Park.  The 
statue  was  a  state  Centennial  project  of  the  Laurel  Women  in  Business  and  was  sculpt- 
ed by  local  artist,  Gary  Temple.  The  dedication  of  the  statue  was  held  on  August  5, 
1989,  to  coincide  with  the  annual  Appaloosa  Horse  Club's  Chief  Joseph  Trail  Ride. 
The  Canyon  Creek  Battlefield  marker  7  miles  north  of  Laurel  commemorates  the  bat- 
tle between  the  Nez  Perce  tribe  and  the  U.S.  Cavalry,  led  by  General  Sturgis.  A  self- 
guided  interpretive  development  is  planned  at  this  site. 

Milt  Wester  Photo 

i  Montana  I     ^^^  g^^ 

^^Laurel 


At  The  Crossroads  to  Yellowstone  Park 


Laurel  is  the  crossroads  to 
Yellowstone  Park  and  Custer 
Country.  Highway  212  leads  to 
the  Cody  (east)  and  Cooke  City  (north- 
east) entrances  of  the  park.  1-90  is  the 
route  to  the  Gardiner  (north)  and  West 
Yellowstone  (west)  entrances.  Stop  at 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  office,  locat- 
ed at  the  Laurel  Outlook  newspaper 
building,  415  East  Main,  for  directions 
and  information. 

Stay  Overnight 

Excellent  motel  and  hotel  accommo- 
dations are  available  in  Laurel.  There  is 
a  variety  of  restaurants  and  drive-ins.  If 
you  Uke  to  camp  or  you  have  an  RV, 
Riverside  Park,  on  the  banks  of  the 
Yellowstone  River,  has  facilities  for  100 


campers.  Camping  is  $7  per  night,  for 
the  seven  spots  with  hook-ups  for 
water  and  lights.  Spots  without  hook- 
ups are  $5  per  night.  For  reservations 
call  (406)  628-2491.  Horseshoe  pits, 
room  for  volleyball,  ample  fishing 
access  and  a  boat  ramp  make  the  camp- 
ing ideal. 

For  campers,  Cenex  Convenience 
Center,  just  off  the  interstate  at  exit  434, 
has  a  free  RV  dump  station. 

Hunt,  Fish,  and  Ski 

Within  minutes  of  Laurel  are  some  of 
Montana's  best  trout  streams  and  lakes. 
Hunting  near  Laurel  is  also  excellent. 
Waterfowl,  upland  game  and  big  game 
are  plentiful,  including  pheasants, 
ducks,  mallards,  geese,  whitetail  and 


mule  deer. 

Forty-five  minutes  to  the  south  is  one 
of  the  best  spots  in  the  west  to  ski  — 
Red  Lodge.  Cooney  Dam,  35  miles 
southwest,  provides  recreation  oppor- 
tunities such  as  boating,  fishing  and 
water  skiing. 

Enjoy  Rodeo  All  Year! 

Rodeos  and  roping  events  are  held  at 
the  Horse  Palace  Equestrian  Center  at 
East  Laurel  Exit  437  all  year.  Admission 
prices  fit  the  family  budget.  Events  are 
scheduled  nearly  every  day  from 
November  through  April.  Summer 
dates  offer  some  spectacular  events. 
For  a  complete  schedule,  write  to  Horse 
Palace,  7215  Mossmain  Drive,  Billings, 
MI  59106,  phone  (406)  628-2049. 

Fourth  of  July  Events 

Be  in  Laurel  on  the  Fourth  of  July  to 
see  the  state's  largest,  most  spectacular 
fireworks  display!  You  won't  believe 
that  this  extravaganza  is  free.  But  it  is! 

The  4th  of  July  is  a  fun-filled  celebra- 
tion in  Laurel.  Activities  begin  the 
night  before  on  July  3  with  the  Jaycee 
Street  Dance.  The  morning  of  the  4th 
finds  the  Jaycees  still  going  strong — 
cooking  pancakes  and  sausage  for 
breakfast. 

A  Kiddie  Parade  is  next  on  the  list  of 
activities,  and  the  Laurel  4th  of  July 
Parade  follows  shortly  after.  Bands, 
Shrine  units,  floats,  lots  of  horses  and 
antique  cars  combine  for  the  annual 
event. 

After  the  parade,  Thomson  Park,  1/2 
mile  north  of  downtown,  is  the  place 
for  lots  of  food  and  fun.  Picnics  and  an 
American  Legion  International 
Baseball  Tournament  make  the  4th  a 
real  family  fun  time. 

The  celebration  lights  up  the  sky  at 
dusk  when  the  Laurel  Volunteer  Fire 
Department  presents  a  dazzling  fire- 
works display  on  the  ground  and  in  the 
air.  Music  accompanies  the  aerial  dis- 
play, making  hearts  swell  and  spirits 
soar. 

Swimming,  Sports,  Services 

If  a  cool  dip  in  the  pool  is  what  you 
need,  the  municipal  swimming  pool  is 
located  right  in  the  center  of  the  action 
at  Thomson  Park,  along  with  tennis 
courts,  picnic  tables,  playground 
equipment,  Softball  fields  and  volley- 
baU  areas. 

Canyon  Creek  Battlefield 

The  Nez  Perce  Indians,  led  by  Chief 
Joseph,  fought  a  rear-guard  action  at  a 
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Alec  Popp  is  a  popular  performer  at  the  Laurel 
Herbstfest,  Laurel's  ethnic  German  festival. 


site  7  miles  north  of  Laurel  at  Canyon 
Creek.  While  the  rest  of  the  band 
escaped  up  the  canyon,  sharp  shooters 
hidden  in  the  canyon  wall  kept  the  cav- 
alry at  bay. 

The  Friends  of  Canyon  Creek 
Battlefield,  Inc.  of  Laurel  is  working  to 
preserve  and  interpret  the  site.  Fund 
raisers  are  in  progress  to  help  establish 
a  future  exhibit  at  the  site.  The  battle- 
field is  in  the  National  Park  Trails 
System. 

"Home  of  the  Herbstfest" 

Laurel  is  the  "Home  of  the 
Herbstfest."  The  festival  is  patterned 
after  the  German  Oktoberfest  held  in 
Munich,  Germany.  Many  Laurel  citi- 
zens are  of  German  descent,  and  they 
make  the  Laurel  Herbstfest  the  most 
authentic  German  festival  in  the  state. 
This  community  event  offers  a  unique 
type  of  entertainment  which  has 
pleased  thousands  of  people  each  year. 

Make  plans  to  attend  this  festival  the 
fourth  weekend  in  September.  The 
entertainment  headliner  for  1995  is  The 
Steve  Meisner  Band,  featuring  Vern 
Meisner  who  was  inducted  into  the 
Polka  Hall  of  Fame  this  past  year.  A 
jam  session  is  held  Friday  night  with 
the  stars  who  will  entertain  at  the  festi- 
val. 

Ticket  prices  are  $7  for  adults  at  the 
gate,  $6  for  sr.  citizens.  Advance  tickets 
are  $6.  CaU  (406)  628-8306  to  place  an 
order.  It's  famUy  entertainment  at  its 
best.  Enjoy  festive  music  and  dancing. 
Sample  German,  American,  and  other 
specialty  foods. 

Laurel  Brilliant  at  Christmas 

Laurel  has  an  outstanding  winter 
event,  "A  Christmas  to  Remember." 
The  entire  business  community  places 


lights  on  their  store  fronts  and  on  street 
fixtures  lining  Main  Street.  Firemen's 
Park  in  downtown  Laurel  is  the  scene 
of  "Santa's  Workshop,"  where  several 
motorized  elves  work  busily  on  the 
toys  that  Santa  will  distribute 
Christmas  Eve.  The  Laurel  Volunteer 
Fire  Department  erects  the  display 
annually.  Arcing  above  the  street,  next 
to  Santa's  workshop,  is  Santa  himself, 
led  by  his  eight  reindeer.  Brilliantly 
lighted,  the  display,  provided  by  the 
Laurel  Chamber  of  Commerce,  is  the 
largest  Santa  ornament  in  the  state. 

Atop  the  hill  to  the  north  is 
Montana's  Centennial-sanctioned 
Christmas  house.  Another  Laurel  resi- 
dent's home  was  selected  and  featured 
as  one  of  the  best  decorated  homes  in 
the  United  States  by  USA  Today.  Drive 
through  Laurel  in  December.  The 
whole  town  joins  in  to  make  it  a  true 
Christmas  jewel. 

On  the  first  weekend  in  December,  a 
Parade  of  Lights  down  First  Avenue  at 
5  p.m.  features  carolers  carrying  lights. 
A  Christmas  Cantata,  and  business 
open  house  activities  throughout  the 
day  add  to  the  fun  on  Dec.  3,  1995,  in 
Laurel.  Santa  Claus  arrives  at  5:15  at 
the  park. 

1995  Events  in  Laurel 
July:  American  Legion  Baseball 

Tournament  2-4 

July:  Street  Dance    3 

Largest  Free  Fireworks  Display  in 
Montana,  Jaycees  Pancake  Breakfast, 
Kids'  Parade,  Laurel  Chamber  of 

Commerce  Grand  Parade   4 

Yellowstone  River  Boat  Float    7-9 

August:  Annual  "Poker"  Rod  Run,  old 

car  and  hot  rod  event 5 

September:  Herbstfest     22-24 

Music,  Arts,  and  Crafts  in  Firemen's 
Park  Downtown;  Jam  Session, 

Bierstube  8  p.m 22 

Herbstfest  Run  8  a.m.; 

Parade  10:30  a.m 23 

FesthaUe  Activities 23-24 

23rd   11:30  a.m.  to  10:00  p.m. 

24th 12:00  noon  to  8:00  p.m. 

October:  Annual  Praise 

Festival  Second  Sunday 

December:  Tenth  Annual  Christmas  to 
Remember  festival.  Parade  of  Lights 

5:00  p.m 3 

Alumni  Basketball 
Tournament    Last  Week 


This  member  organization  helps  sup- 
port tourism  information  for  the  Custer 
Country  region: 

Laurel  Herbstfest 


BEST  WESTERN 

LOCQNOTIVE 
INN« 


Motel,  Restaurant, 

Lounge  and 

Casino 

South  First  Avenue 

Uurel,  MT  59044 

1-90  Exit  434 

•  Indoor  Pool  &  Jacuzzi 

•  Air  Conditioned 

•  Non-Smoking 
Rooms  Available 

•  Casual  Family  Dining 

at  its  Best 

•  Guest  Laundry 

Motel  406/628-8281 

Restaurant         406/628-4030 
Casino  406/628-7969 

Reservations 
1-800-528-1234 


PELican 

TRUCK 
PLRZR 

OPEN  24  HOURS 


Gasoline  &  Diesel  Fuel 

Propane  •  Tire  Repair 

Restaurant  •  Game  Room 

Convenience  Store 

Beer  •  Pop  •  Ice 

MfilEL 
CAMPQRQUNP 

All  Hook-ups 

Showers 

Laundry 

CAMP  WESTERN 

Teepees  *  Log  Cabins  •  Sheep  Wagons 

1-90  Exit  437  (East  Laurel) 

(406)  628-4324 
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FAMILY  RESTAURANT 

DISCOVER  THE  TASTE 

1-90  Exit  #434 
Laurel,  MT       628-4550 


Q  QQ 


.ana 


628^905 

*-'  *"  ino  1ct  fiuo  .  I  aiiro 


3091stAve. -Laurel,  MT 


For  All  Your  RmI  Estate  NMds  Call: 

•  Hazrl  Klein  (406)  628-8069  (res.) 

•  Carole  Mayes  (406)  628-8324  (res.) 

•  Debbie  Ricci  (406)  628-7028  (res.) 

•  Gail  Melcher  (406)  628-7883  (res.) 

•  Sue  Heggcn  (406)  628-2234  (res.) 

Btiflngs  Phone:  (406)  245-3638 


CUSTOM  &  CONTRACT  SCREEN  PRINTING 
WE'LL  SHIP  YOUR  ORDER  ANYWHERE 

3(ontcina  tT-Sfiirts,  Sweatshirts, 
Caps,  and  ^ac^ets 

1-aOO-62&-7795 

LAUREL,  MT  59044 


206  FIRST  AVE. 


All  Vacation  Travels  Start  At 

The  Hub  of  Montana  Traveling! 
Open  24  Hours! 

•k  JAN'S 


We  are  the  largest 

IGA  Discounter 

in  &  around  the  Billing  - 

Yellowstone  Park  route. 


LAUREL 

CHAMBER  OF 

COMMERCE 


Biggest  fireworks  display  in  the  state 

Photo  by  Larry  Mayer 


Stop  at  the 

Laurel  Chamber  of 
Commerce 

Located  at  the  Laurel  Outlook 

415  East  Main 

for  Information  about: 

/  4th  Of  July 
/  Herbstfest 
/  Christmas  Lighting 
/  Chief  Joseph/ 
Nez  Perce  Trail 

Or  clip  this  coupon  and  mail  to  the 

Laurel  Chamber  of  Commerce,  P.O.  Box  395, 

Laurel,  MT  59044. 

Phone  (406)  628-8105 


LITTLE  BIG  MEN 
PIZZA 

"Serving  Breakfast" 

Fri.,  Sat.,  and  Sunday 

7  am  to  12  noon 

In  May  Breakfast  is  Daily 

Family  Dining 
Pizza  •  Chicken  •  Steaks 
Sandwiches  •  Salad  Bar 

Banquet  Room 

GROUPS  WELCOME 

BUSES  WELCOME 

CURT'S  SALOON 

Poker/Keno  Machines 

Beer  •  Wine  •  Spirits 

''Watch  for 

Pitchfork  Fondue  Dates 

throughout  the  Summer" 

Spring  Fondues:  March  4,  April  1st  \ 


RUSSELL  MOTEL 

711  East  Main  Street 
Laurel,  Montana  59044 
Phone:  (406)  628-6513 

•  Reasonable  •  Clean 

•  Comfortable    •  Colored  Cable  TV 

»/  Guest  Laundry    •  Kitchenettes 

|/  Free  Tourist  Info  |/  Telephones 


# 


CENEX 
LAND  O  LAKES 


B|ra 


LAUREL  COOPERATIVE  ASSOCIATION 

Wayne  M.  Reese,  Gen.  Manager;  Laurel  •  Bridgcr  •  Edgar  Plant  Food 
Laurel,  Montana  59044 

C€N€X  CONV€NI€NC€  ST0R€ 

315  First  Rve.  South  in  Lourel 
628-8660 

•  GROceflies  •  Pop  •  8e€R  •  RV  Dump 

•  Hunting/Fishing  Lic€ns€5  &  Suppli€S 


LIND  ANTIQUE  MALL 

MANY  DEALERS  of  antifiues  and  collectibles. 

Fine  Oak  &  Primitive  Pine  Furniture,  Depression  Glass,  Crystal, 


^ 
^ 


China  (including  Flow  Blue),  Fishing  Gear,  Western  Memorabilia,  Toys,  Roseville  Pottery, 
Jewelry,  Mounted  Animals,  Primitives,  Rare  Books,  Lamps,  Decorative  Items 


Relocating  to 

101  West  First  Street 

Laurel,  Montana  59044 


1-90  Exit  434 
Located  1  Block  North  of  Stoplight  on  Main  Street 
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Pry  or  Range  Home 
To  Wild  Horse  Herd 


The  Pryor  Mountain  Wild  Horse  Range  straddles  the 
Montana-Wyoming  border  about  13  miles  north  of 
Lovell,  Wyoming,  adjacent  to  the  Bighorn  Canyon 
National  Recreation  Area.  Created  in  1968  by  order  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  it  is  the  first  of  three  wild  horse 
ranges  in  the  nation. 

A  herd  totaling  about  one  hundred  horses  may  be  spotted 
in  various  locations  of  the  Pryor  Mountains  set  aside  as  wild 
horse  range.  The  range  is  managed  by  the  Bureau  of  Land 
Management. 

The  wild  horses  of  the  Pryor  Mountain  Wild  Horse  Range 
are  unique.  Some  experts  state  that  the  wild  horses  have 
been  in  the  Pryor  Mountains  nearly  a  hundred  years. 
The  wild  horses  roam  over  their  range  in  bands  from  two 
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Pryor  Mountain  Wild  Horse  Range 
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or  three  up  to  fifteen  head.  Usually  these  bands  are  a  stallion 
with  his  mares  and  colts,  but  there  are  also  bands  of  young 
stallions  without  mares.  As  the  snow  clears  from  the  top  of 
the  mountains  in  the  spring,  nearly  all  of  the  wild  horses  are 
drawn  to  the  grass  of  the  high  meadows.  When  winter 
snows  force  them  down  from  the  mountaintops,  the  bands  of 
horses  will  join  those  that  stayed  in  the  foothills  and  low- 
lands. Mares  usually  drop  their  foals  during  May.  Soon 
afterward,  the  stallions  challenge  each  other  as  they  gather 
mares  for  their  bands.  This  period  is  a  time  of  wonderful 
photographic  opportunities. 

How  to  get  to  the  Wild  Horse  Range 

When  you  are  traveling  in  Montana,  the  easiest  access  to 
the  range  is  from  Billings  as  a  starting  point.  The  journey  is  a 
total  of  77  miles  south  of  Billings  on  a  variety  of  roadbeds, 
some  of  which  are  impassable  when  wet.  Follow  the  map 
shown  on  this  page.  Two-wheel  drive,  low-profile  vehicles 
are  not  recommended.  Four-wheel  drive  vehicles  are  best. 
From  Dryhead  Overlook,  particularly,  the  road  is  just  a  trail, 
and  high  clearance  vehicles  are  needed.  The  horses  can  nor- 
mally be  seen  in  the  four-mile  stretch  between  Dryhead 
Overlook  and  Penn's  Cabin. 

Visitors  traveling  by  passenger  car  to  Montana  through 
Lovell,  Wyoming,  may  reach  the  Pryor  Mountain  Wild 
Horse  Range  by  taking  U.S.  14A  for  2.4  miles  east  of  Lovell. 
Here,  turn  north  onto  State  Highway  37  and  drive  25  miles 
on  pavement  to  Barry's  Landing.  Along  the  way  watch  for 
wild  horses  and  bighorn  sheep.  The  view  from  the  Devil's 
Canyon  Overlook  is  spectacular. 

For  the  more  adventurous  and  those  with  4-wheel  drive 
vehicles,  turn  off  State  Highway  37  at  the  Crooked  Creek 
Road.The  tumoff  is  less  than  1  mile  south  of  the  Bighorn 
Recreation  Area  boundary.  Turn  from  the  state  highway  and 
go  1.7  miles  west.  Turn  right  on  the  short,  cottonwood-lined 
gravel  road  that  goes  north  across  Crooked  Creek.  At  this 
junction  a  sign  points  left  to  Tillet/ Burnt  Timber  Ridge  and 
right  to  Sykes  Ridge.  Take  the  road  to  Sykes  Ridge  2.5  mUes 
and  turn  left  (north)  just  before  the  road  goes  into  the  fish 
hatchery.  The  Wild  Horse  Range  boundary  sign  is  approxi- 
mately 100  yards  north.  A  second  sign  reads  "Mystery  Cave 
Road."  Keep  watching  to  spot  the  wild  horses. 
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Plenty 
Coups 


Great  Chief 

Of  the  Crows 

Gave  His  Home 

To  Be  Used 
By  All  People 
In  Friendship 


The  Chief  Plenty  Coups 
Memorial  is  35  miles  south  of 
BilUngs  at  Pryor.  Take  1-90  exit 
445,  then  turn  right  (south)  on  Hwy 
416.  FoUow  416  south  to  the  junction  of 
Pryor  Road.  Turn  south  and  foUow  the 
signs  south  to  one  mile  west  of  Pryor. 

The  park  is  open  from  8:00  a.m.  to 
8:00  p.m.  and  the  visitor  center/ muse- 
um is  open  daily  from  May  1  to 
September  30.  Museum  hours  are  10:00 
a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  each  day.  In  addition 
to  the  museum  is  Chief  Plenty  Coups' 
homestead,  the  medicine  spring  and  a 
memorial  to  his  peace  efforts  and  to  the 
Crow  Indians. 

A  spacious  picnic  area  is  fuUy  devel- 
oped with  tables,  grills,  restrooms  and 
drinking  water.  Camping  is  not 
allowed  and  visitors  should  be  familiar 
with  recreation  area  rules  and  regula- 
tions. 

Entrance  fees  will  be  charged  at  the 
park  and  can  be  paid  either  upon  enter- 
ing the  park  or  at  the  museum.  Fees 
consist  of  an  annual  family  passport  for 
$15.00,  $3.00  per  carload,  or  a  walk  in 
fee  of  50(1:  per  person. 

A  brochure  is  available  at  local  infor- 
mation centers  and  at  the  site.  The 
museum  phone  number  is  (406)  252- 
1289. 


The  Chief  Plenty  Coups  complex  was  the  site  of  a  Quincentennial  celebration  in  1992,  as  a  time  of 
healing  between  Indian  and  non-Indian  cultures.  Programs  involving  youth  were  the  focus  of  the 
event.  Here  Indians  and  non-Indians  learn  to  set  up  a  teepee. 


Park  Manager  Rich 
Pittsley  tells  the  story  of 
this  Crow  Indian  head- 
dress. It  is  a  replica  of  the 
original  eagle  feather 
headdress  which  the 
Crow  leader  placed  on 
the  casket  of  the 
unknown  American  sol- 
dier at  Arlington 
Cemetery.  The  original 
remains  on  display  in 
Arlington,  Virginia. 


Plen^  ills  home  an lad- 

ings to  be  used  by  all  people  in  friendship. 
When  he  died  in  1932,  it  became  a  park,  even- 
tually managed  by  the  Montana  Fish,  WildUfe 
and  Parks  Department.  In  his  park  dedication 
speech  he  said,  "This  park  is  not  to  be  a  memo- 
rial to  me,  but  to  the  Crow  Nation.  It  is  given  as 
a  token  of  my  friendship  for  all  people  both  red 
and  white." 


Plenty  Coups,  Chief  of  the  Crows.  Photo  taken 
in  1905. 


Custer  Country  Vacation  Guide— 1995— Page  127 


Enjoy  golfing  in  Custer  Country  from  early  spring  through 


Indian  Summer." 

Photo  courtesy  of  Forsyth  Golf  Course 


Visitors  are  always  welcome  on  these  golf  courses  in  Custer  Country.  You're  invited  to  stop  and  test 
your  skills  as  well  as  enjoy  the  19th  hole.  Well-groomed  fairways  and  friendly  people  await  you. 
Though  our  courses  are  rarely  crowded,  you'll  still  want  to  call  for  a  tee-time. 


1.  Baker.  Lakeview  Country  Qub,  9  holes; 
dub  &  cart  rental;  driving  range;  pro  shop; 
putting  green;  some  fast  food  snacks,  bev- 
erage &  cocktail  service.  10%  off  green  fees 
with  this  ad.  South  of  Baker  on  Airport 
Road.  No  tee  times  needed  during  the 
week  (406)  778-3166 

2.  Broadus.  Rolling  Hills  Golf  Course,  3 
miles  west  of  Broadus  at  the  Y.  9  holes;  pro 
shop;  driving  range;  putting  green;  food 
and  beverage  service;  cart  and  dub  rental; 
no  tee-time  needed  during  the  week 
(406)  436-9984 


3.  Miles  City.  Town  and  Country  Club, 
southwest  edge  of  Miles  City;  9  holes;  cart 
and  dub  rental;  pro  shop;  driving  range; 
practice  putting  greens;  food  and  beverage 
services.  Award  winning  professional 
staff.  (406)  232-1500  * 

4.  Colstrip.  The  Ponderosa  Butte  Public 
Golf  Course,  1  Long  Drive,  Qub  House  & 
Pro  shop.  Very  challenging  9  hole  course. 
Excellent  practice  facilities.  Located  across 
the  street  from  the  high  school.  Food  & 
beverage  services.  Rentals  available. 
(406)  748-2700  * 


5.  Hardin.  Fort  Custer  Golf  Course,  3.5 
miles  north  of  Hardin;  9  holes;  pro  shop; 
cart  rental;  food  &  beverage  services. 
(406)  665-2597 

6.  Forsyth.  Forsyth  Country  Qub  and 
Golf  Course,  3  rrules  west  of  Forsyth  on 
Frontage  Road  off  1-94  Exit  93;  9  holes;  dub 
and  cart  rentals;  driving  range;  pro  shop; 
dining  and  cocktails.  (406)356-7710 

7.  Pryor  Creek.  Pryor  Creek  Golf  Club 
and  Estates,  15  rrules  east  of  Billings,  1-94 
Exit  6  (Huntley  exit);  27  holes;  cart  and  club 
rental;  pro  shop;  full  driving  range;  food 
and  beverage  services.  Private  Club.  Pro 
can  extend  invitation.  (406)  256-0626  * 

8.  BUUnes.  Lake  Hills,  1930  Qub  House 
Way;  18  holes;  cart  rental;  pro  shop;  dri- 
ving range;  dining  and  cocktails. 

(406)  252-9244  * 

9.  Roundup.  Pine  Ridge  Golf  Course,  9 
holes;  club  and  cart  rental;  driving  range; 
pro  shop;  food  and  beverage  service.  10% 
off  green  fees  with  this  ad.  North  of 
Roundup.  (406)  323-2880 

*  PGA  Pro  on  Staff 


^312 


Page  128 — Custer  Country  Vacation  Guide— 1995 


mm 
mm. 


gs,  Montana 
beside  the  Yellowstone  River. 
MetraPark  is  a  150  acre  site 
housing  a  12,000  seat  arena, 


fairgrounds  and  hoise  racing.  It 
hosts  concerts,  trade  shows,  and 
rodeos  among  a  large  variety  of  events. 


entertainment  and  parhnutuel  horse  racing- 


^^^MMMM^'    ^Taiimutuel  thoroughbred  racing 

iffffffjffffffm      draws  thousands  to  the  track  at  MetraF&rk  where  over  SIOO.OOO  is  bet 
nnnfflranK      daHy.  Every  Friday.  Saturday  and  Sunday  August  11  through 
jKJKJ^Kl^lff      September  24.  Simulcast  races  weekends.  Oct.-May. 

f^SaSSsl    ^^^ontana's  largest  event. 

jMMM^JM      MontanaF^ir  features  exhibits,  livestock  events,  carnival. 
UMMMMK      big  name  entertainment,  rodeo,  indoor  motocross.  free 
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OCTTOBER    16-21,     1995 
The  Northern  International  Livestock 
Exposition  is  the  region's  largest 
livestock  show  &  sale,  pro  rodeo,  and 
Farm  and  Home  Show. 


AJPFUL   a 

9,     1995 

Billings 

Home  and 

Garden  Show: 

The  oldest  and  largest  show 

of  its  kind  in  Montana:  over^ 

200  exhibitors  expected.      /  /^ 


lk^LA.R,CI-X  22-24,  1996 
The  Montana  Outdoor  Recreation 
Exposition  offers  over  200  exhibitors 


FEBFIUAJIY 

15-17',     1996 

The  Montana  Agri-Trade 

Exposition  offers  over  250 

exhibits. 
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FEB.    2-4, 
1996 

The  Northern 
Rodeo 
Association 
holds  its  finals 

rodeo  indoors. 
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3    SHOWS   IKT    '£ 
Huff's  Antique  Show 
and  Sale;  60  dealers. 
June  9-11.  August  25-27. 
November  10-12. 


Enjoy  Montana  Beef  I 
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CowBelles  of  Custer 
Country  Welcome  You 

•^  Baker  CowBelles 

•^  Big  Horn  County  CowBelles 

^  Big  Horn  County  Stockgrowers 

^  Carter  County  Belles 

■Cc  Carter  Coiuity  Cattle  Growers 

^  Fallon  County  Stockgrowers 

^  Fallon  Creek  CowBelles 

•^  Gateway  CowBelles 

•^  Golden  Valley  Cattlewomen 

-d  Montana  Beef  Council 

■^  Musselshell  Valley  Cattlewomen 

■^  Powder  River  CowBelles 

■^  Rosebud  CowBelles 

liV  Roiuid  Circle  CowBelles 

i^  Southeastern  Montana  CowBelles 

A  Tongue  River  CowBelles 

^  Treasure  Belles 

^  Yellowstone  Cattlewomen 


